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ltem: FINKELSTEIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY - 24 CHESTNUT STREET (SV-1000)

A site plan application to replace a ground sign with a digital sign for an existing library on 1.75 acres in
the PO zoning district.

The northern side of NYS Route 59, bounded on the west by Chestnut Street and bounded on the east
by Madison Avenue

Reason for Referral:
NYS Route 59, North/South Main Sfreet (NYS Route 45)

The County of Rockland Department of Planning has reviewed the above item. Acting under the terms of the
above GML powers and those vested by the County of Rockland Charter, |, the Commissioner of Planning,
hereby:

*Disapprove

1 The application for a replacement ground sign does not include a site plan. Only a hand-drawn, not to-scale
map, which does not include the location of any structures or the proposed sign, was provided. Section 209-8.A
of the Village regulations require that a ground sign must be set back at least 25 feet from any public highway or
street. Itis impossible to properly evaluate this application without being able fo determine the sign's location and
its compliance with the Village's sign regulations. This application must be disapproved. A new application must
be made that identifies the location of the proposed sign on a site plan produced by a licensed land surveyor or
engineer.

2 The project description provided states the proposed sign will be a digital, LED-illuminated sign. The product
rendering provided indicates that a 25.2" x 88.2" display can be controlled by a wireless, PC data input and is
capable of displaying HD images and video. Section 209.5 A of the Village regulations states that all signs "shall
employ only lights admitting a light of constant intensity, and no sign shall be illuminated by or containing flashing,
intermittent, rotating or moving light or lights." The proposed digital sign is capable of producing visuals that are
not allowed under the Village's sign regulations. The appiication does not state in what manner the digital sign is
to be used, and does not explicitly state if scrolling or changing text or videos are fo be displayed or not.
Enforcing this section of the regulations, which helps ensure traffic safety by preventing visually distracting signs,
is particularly important considering the proximity of the sign to Route 58, a heavily trafficked corridor. This
application must be disapproved in favor of an application that ensures the proposed sign will comply with Section
209-5 A of the Village's sign regulations.

The following comments address our additional concerns about this proposal.
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3 Areview shall be completed by the New York State Department of Transportation and any required permits
obtained and any concerns addressed.

4 Awall sign with adjustabie text that provides details for library events, is located on the southern fagade of the
structure, facing Route 59. Will the new digital sign confain the information provided by this sign? Wil this wall
sign still be needed? The applicant must clarify what their intentions, if any, are for this sign.

5 The application review form provides incorrect tax parcel identification numbers, zoning district, water district,
and acreage of the parcels. The application must be corrected to identify the parcels by their identification
numbers of 57.46-1-26 and 57.46-1-27, indicate the zoning district is PO, the water district is Suez, and the
acreage of 1.75 acres.

6 Pursuant to General Municipal Law (GML) Section 239-m and 239-n, if any of the conditions of this GML
review are overridden by the board, then the local land use board must file a report with the County
Commissioner of Planning of the final action taken. If the final action is contrary to the recommendation of the
Commissioner, the local land use board must state the reasans for such action.

7 In addition, pursuant to Executive Order 31-2017 signed by County Executive Day on May 22, 2017, County
departments are prohibited from issuing & County permit, license, or approval until the report is filed with the
County Commissioner of Planning. The applicant must provide to any County agency which has jurisdiction of
the project: 1) a copy of the Commissioner report approving the proposed action; or 2) a copy of the
Commissioner of Planning recommendations to modify or disapprove the proposed action, and a certified copy of
the land use board statement overriding the recommendations to modify or disapprove, and the stated reasons

for the land use board's override.
WY Wils

Douglad J. Scthuetz \
Acting Commissioner'of Planning

cc. Mayor Alan Simen, Spring Valley
New York State Department of Transportation

Rockland County Planning Board Members

*NYS General Municipal L aw Section 239 requires a vote of a 'majority plus one’ of your agency to act contrary to the above findings.

The review undertaken by the Rockland County Planning Deparfment is pursuant to, and folfows the mandates of Article 12-8 of the New York General
Municipal Law. Under Article 12-8 the County of Rockland does nat render opinions, nor does it make determinations, whether the item reviewed implicates
the Religious Land Use and institutionalized Persons Act. The Rockiand County Planning Department defers fo the municipality forwarding the ifem reviewed
to render such opinions and make such determinations if appropriate under the circumstances.

in this respect, municipalities are advised that under the Refigious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act, the preemptive force of any provision of the Act
may be avoided (1) by changing a policy or practice that may resuit in a substantial burden on religious exercise, (2) by refaining a policy or practice and
exemnpting the substantially burdened religious exercise, (3} by providing exernpiions from a policy or practice for applications thaf substantially burden
religicus exercise, or (4) by any other means that eliminates the substantial burden.

Proponents of profects are advised fo apply for variances, special permits or exceptions, hardship approval or other relfef.
Pursuant to New York State General Municipal Law §239-m(8), the referring body shall fife a report of fina! action if has taken with the Rockland County

Department of Planning within thirty {30} days after final action. A referring body which acts contrary to a recommendation of modification or disapproval of a
proposed action shall set forth the reasons for the conlrary action in such report.



