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Wieder Condemns County Executive For Anti-Semitic 
Overtones In Letter And Op-Ed Column  

 
New City (March 25, 2016) – Rockland County Legislator Aron B. Wieder is condemning the use 
of anti-Semitic language in a letter written by the County Executive to two influential State 
Senators regarding the East Ramapo school district. 

Much of the information in the letter was then repeated in the County Executive’s local 
newspaper column. 

The County Executive references the democratically-elected school board members not as 
members of the private school community, but as the “majority Orthodox Jewish school board.” 

In response, Wieder has written his own letter, dated March 22, to State Senator John Flanagan, 
the Temporary President and Majority Leader of the Senate, and Senator Carl Marcellino, the 
Chairman of the Senate Education Committee. 

“It is unconscionable for a person in his elected position to refer to other elected officials solely 
by the religious sect and ethnic group they belong to, especially in the context of criticizing 
them,” Wieder wrote. 

“(The County Executive’s) implication is clear – that their religious affiliation is driving their 
public actions – and by pointing that out, he is inciting anger against the Orthodox and Hasidic 
Jewish communities en masse for their shared religious observance,” Wieder wrote. 

He further pointed out that the County Executive has allowed his Facebook page and other 
pages that advocate his agenda to “become a breeding ground of rabid, overt anti-Semitism, 
with comments and content that leave no hint of subtlety or doubt about their targets,” Wieder 
wrote.  

Flanagan and Marcellino have publicly stated they do not support a monitor with veto power 
over the democratically-elected East Ramapo school board, a position also held by Wieder. 
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But in his March 16 letter to the Senators, the County Executive also states that “several local 
Republicans are taking blame for decisions made in Albany. The failure to pass legislation to 
install a monitor is an embarrassment to the County GOP – and, particularly disturbing given 
100 percent Republican support.” 

Wieder blasted the self-serving statement. 

“The County Executive’s statement shows he is more concerned about politics than the children 
in East Ramapo,” Wieder said. 

The County Executive invited both State Senators to visit East Ramapo and join him for a 
personal tour for “a first-hand look at the crumbling buildings.” 

Wieder urged the Senators to visit the school district, but to turn down a tour with the County 
Executive, “a polarizing figure in the community.” 

He suggested that if they want to visit, it would be more appropriate to visit with the School 
District Superintendent and state and local school officials “and without the accompaniment of 
such a controversial politician.” 

Wieder concluded his letter by stating, “I believe that as the leaders of the State Senate, you 
ought to know the full truth of what is happening every day to all the people of Rockland 
County and East Ramapo.”  
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