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County Legislators Send Message to Governor Cuomo in 
Support of State Monitor for ERCSD 

 
 

New City, NY  (March 12, 2015) – Rockland County Legislators sent a letter to Governor Andrew Cuomo in 
support of NYS Senate and Assembly bills (S.3821/A.5355) that if passed, would authorize the State 
Commissioner of Education to appoint a state monitor to oversee the East Ramapo Central School District. 
Copies of the letter have been sent to state legislative leaders and the Commissioner of Education. 
 
A four month-long investigation authorized by the State Commissioner in June of 2014 determined that the 
district is fiscally stressed, failing academically, with graduation rates well below the statewide average.  
 
The letter, which was signed by Legislators Nancy Low-Hogan, Harriet Cornell, Michael Grant, Jay Hood, Jr., 
Toney Earl, Aney Paul, Christopher Carey, Lon Hofstein, Joseph Meyers, Douglas Jobson, John Murphy and 
Patrick Moroney, credits the sponsors of the bills, State Senator David Carlucci and State Assembly members 
Ellen C. Jaffee and Kenneth P. Zebrowski, with designing a plan that is a collaborative partnership between a 
state-appointed monitor and East Ramapo officials to develop a five-year plan to improve the operation of the 
district and rebuild trust in the community.  
 
Legislator Nancy Low-Hogan said, "We as public officials in Rockland County feel it is our obligation to ensure 
that all children in the County receive their constitutionally guaranteed right to a ‘sound, basic education.’  
Even though school districts have local control, ultimately it is the State’s responsibility to ensure that these 
constitutional rights are met, thus the need for this legislation.” 
 
Legislator Harriet Cornell said, "After years of community dissension, the appointment last June of a Fiscal 
Monitor resulted in a reasoned, well-documented report.  Its recommendations are contained in the legislation 
and will provide transparency in the conduct of school business, oversight by a State Monitor, foster 
collaboration of the entire East Ramapo community, and contain a mechanism for the School Board to appeal 
decisions.  It’s a constructive path to a long-term solution that will ensure the best possible education for the 
children of East Ramapo.  I thank our state legislators for their thoughtful initiative.” 
 
Legislator Cris Carey said, "I commend Rockland County's State representatives for proposing this much 
needed bill.  Without a State monitor to directly oversee the activities of the ERCSD I don't believe the 
situation there will improve."   
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In his own letter to Governor Cuomo, Chairman of the Legislature Alden H. Wolfe concluded, "The East 
Ramapo School district is in need of appropriate oversight. The current state of affairs hurts all students, both 
public and private.  That is why I commend our state representatives for taking action in Albany designed to 
address the unique challenges of this district in order to ensure that the students of East Ramapo receive the 
same quality of education as their peers in neighboring districts. "  
 
A resolution by County Legislators to call upon the State Senate and Assembly to pass the bills is expected to 
appear on an agenda of an upcoming meeting of a County Legislature committee. 
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