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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Legislature of Rockland County will meet in its Chambers in the 
Allison-Parris Office Building, New City, New York on Thursday, December 4, 2014 at 7:00 P.M., 
pursuant to the adjournment of the November 18, 2014 meeting. 
 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 
 
 Laurence O. Toole 
 Clerk to the Legislature  
Dated at New City, New York 
This 1st day of December 2014 
 
 

________________ 
 
 

The Legislature of Rockland County convened in regular session pursuant to 
adjournment of the November 18, 2014 meeting.   
 

A Roll Call being taken at 7:00 p.m., the following Legislators were present and answered 
to their names: 
 
 Christopher J. Carey 
 Harriet D. Cornell 
 Toney L. Earl 
 Michael M. Grant 
 Douglas J. Jobson 
 Barry S. Kantrowitz 
 Nancy Low-Hogan 
 Joseph L. Meyers 
 Patrick J. Moroney 
 John A. Murphy 
 Aney Paul 
 Ilan S. Schoenberger 
 Philip Soskin 
 Frank P. Sparaco 
 Aron B. Wieder 
 Jay Hood, Jr., Vice Chairman. 
 Alden H. Wolfe, Chairman 
 
 

_______________ 
 
 

Honorable Philip Soskin, Legislator, District 7, led in the Salute to the Flag delivered the 
invocation.   
 
 

________________ 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 500 OF 2014 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF LEGISLATIVE MEETING 

OF NOVEMBER 18, 2014 
 
 
 Ms. Jobson offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Grant and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 Resolved, that the transcribed minutes of the Legislative meeting November 18, 2014, as 
recorded by the Clerk and presented to the Legislature, be and they are hereby adopted. 
 

________________ 
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Mr. Meyers - Point of Order 
 
I note that on November 3rd we passed a resolution calling for a public hearing tonight on the tax 
levy cap.  I do not see the public hearing on the agenda for this evening.  Can you explain? 
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
The public hearing was cancelled.  
 
Mr. Meyers 
 
How could the public hearing be cancelled? 
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
The sponsor withdrew it.  
 
Mr. Meyers 
 
It was passed by this body.  A sponsor cannot withdraw a resolution passed by this body. 
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
You asked for an explanation and I responded.  
 
Mr. Meyers 
 
That is not an explanation.  Can we have the attorney explain how that can possibly happen.  
That is a non-explanation.  It's illegal.   
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
A determination was made.  Thank you for your opinion Mr. Meyers.   
 
Mr. Meyers 
 
I would like to hear the attorney's opinion.  I want an answer.  
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
I am answering you, but you are not accepting my answer.  You made a Point of Order, you 
asked for an explanation and I responded.  Thank you for sharing your thoughts.  If you wish to 
go forward with a Local Law that waives the tax cap that is your business.  Thank you  
Mr. Meyers. 
 
 

_________________ 
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Introduced by:        Referral No. 9209 
 Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger, Sponsor     
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 Hon. Philip Soskin, Sponsor 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 501 OF 2014 
APPROVING PURCHASES IN EXCESS OF $100,000  

FROM DELL MARKETING LP 
UNDER NYS OGS CONTRACT NO. PT65340  

FOR DELL MICROCOMPUTER SYSTEMS 
BY FORMAL PURCHASE ORDER  

IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $109,600 CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 1474 
[DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES – DIVISION OF PURCHASING] 

($109,600) 
 
 
. 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Earl and 
unanimously adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, The County departments presently use Dell business-grade desktop 
computers; and 

 
 WHEREAS, The State of New York through its Office of General Services (“NYS OGS”) 
has a centralized contract for the acquisition of Dell microcomputer systems hardware, related 
software and related services; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dell 22" Monitors are available from Dell Marketing, LLP to the County under 

New York State OGS Contract No. PT65340; and  
 

 WHEREAS, Purchases of new Dell 22" Monitors may be made by the County from Dell 
Marketing LP through NYS OGS Contract #PT65340; and 

 
 WHEREAS, The Director of Purchasing recommends that the County Executive and the 
Legislature of Rockland County approve the purchase of approximately 800 Dell 22" Monitors 
from Dell Marketing, LP, 1 Dell Way, Round Rock, Texas 78682, under NYS OGS Contract No. 
PT65340, each at a cost of $137.00 in a total amount not to exceed $109,600; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The pricing reflects the 2014 PC Aggregate Buy Initiative pricing based on 
overall volume for State and Local, K-12 and Higher Education for the State of NY and is the 
“Best Deal” pricing that Dell can offer under this IT Initiative; and 
    

WHEREAS, All purchases shall be made by formal purchase order; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Sufficient funding for these purchases is provided for in the 2014 Adopted 
Capital Budget, Capital Project No. 1474 - County-Wide Personal Computer Replacement; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Local Law No. 18 of 1996 provides for the Legislature to approve “execution 
of all contracts in excess of $100,000 entered into by the County,” and 
 

WHEREAS, The Planning & Public Works and Budget and Finance Committees of the 
Legislature have met, considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County approves the purchases in excess 
of $100,000, with Dell Marketing, LP, 1 Dell Way, Round Rock, Texas 78682, under NYS OGS 
Contract No. PT65340 for Dell 22" Monitors in a total amount not to exceed $109,600, by formal 
purchase order, subject to the approval of the Director of Purchasing; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, That sufficient funding for these purchases is provided for in the 2014 
Adopted Capital Budget, Capital Project No. 1474 - County-Wide Personal Computer 
Replacement. 
 
 

________________ 
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Introduced by:        Referral No. 9252 
 Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger, Sponsor     
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RESOLUTION NO. 502 OF 2014 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE  

CLERK TO THE LEGISLATURE TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS 
FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
REDUNDANT BACKUP PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO 

COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 1479 
[DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES – FACILITIES MANAGEMENT] 

 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Sparaco and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, By Resolutions No. 262 of 2014, the Legislature of Rockland County 
authorized capital project funds for the design and construction of the Redundant Backup Public 
Safety Communications Facility under Capital Project No. 1479; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Plans and specifications for the construction of the Redundant Backup 
Public Safety Radio Communications Facility have been prepared by the Degenshein Architects, 
OLA Consulting Engineers and Brooker Engineering;  and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Director of Facilities Management recommends to the County Executive 
and the Legislature of Rockland County that the Clerk to the Legislature be authorized and 
directed to advertise for bids for the construction of this facility: and 
 
 WHEREAS, Capital Project No. 1479 has been authorized in the 2014 Adopted Capital 
Budget for this facility; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Planning & Public Works and Budget and Finance Committees of the 
Legislature have met, considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 

 
 RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County hereby authorizes and directs the 
Clerk to the Legislature to advertise for bids for the construction of the Redundant Backup Public 
Safety Communications Facility, subject to the approval of the County Attorney; and be it further 

 
 RESOLVED, Capital Project No. 1479 has been authorized in the 2014 Adopted Capital 
Budget for the Redundant Backup Public Safety Radio Communications Facility. 
 
 

________________ 
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 Hon. Jay Hood, Jr., Sponsor       
 Hon. Christopher J. Carey, Sponsor 
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RESOLUTION NO. 503 OF 2014 
ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $122,627  

(NCTD) FROM THE NEW YORK STATE DIVISION OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

TO HELP OFFSET BUDGETED FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES  
PERSONNEL FUNDS SPENT IN SUPPORT OF AUTHORIZED  

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS 
FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2013 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 

AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ALL NECESSARY 
GRANT DOCUMENTS BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

[OFFICE OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES] 
($122,627) 

 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Carey and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, The Rockland County Office of Fire and Emergency Services has advised 
the County Executive and the Legislature of Rockland County that they have been awarded grant 
funds in the amount of $122,627 from the New York State Division of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Services to help offset budgeted Fire & Emergency Services personnel funds spent in 
support of authorized emergency management operations for the period October 1, 2013 through 
September 30,2015; and 
  
 WHEREAS, Since these grant funds will be used to cover personnel costs appropriated 
in the budget of Fire & Emergency Services, no funding clause is required; and  
 
 WHEREAS, The adoption of this resolution does not involve the expenditure of any 
County funds; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Public Safety and Budget and Finance Committees of the Legislature 
have met, considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County hereby approves the acceptance 
of a grant award in the amount of $122,627 from the New York State Division of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Services to help offset budgeted Fire & Emergency Services personnel 
funds spent in support of authorized emergency management operations for the period October 
1, 2013 through September 30, 2015, and authorizes the execution of all necessary grant 
documents by the County Executive, subject to the approval of the County Attorney; and be it 
further 

 
RESOLVED, That since these grant funds will be used to cover personnel costs 

appropriated in the budget of Fire & Emergency Services, no funding clause is required.  
 
 

________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 504 OF 2014 
APPROVING PURCHASES IN EXCESS OF $100,000 

FROM CIPHER TECHS, INC. TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT SOFTWARE  
AND APPLIANCE UPGRADE FOR THE SECURITY/FIREWALL OF THE  

COUNTY NETWORK UNDER NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF GENERAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT NO. PT61429 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $175,048.50 AND 

AUTHORIZING ALL PURCHASES TO BE MADE BY FORMAL PURCHASE ORDER 
[DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES – DIVISION OF PURCHASING] 

($175,048.50) 
 
 
 

Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Murphy and 
unanimously adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, The Director of Purchasing is requesting that the County Executive and 

Legislature of Rockland County approve purchases in excess of $100,000 from Cipher Techs, 
Inc., One Exchange Plaza, 55 Broadway, 11th Floor, New York, New York 10006 for the 
purchase of Checkpoint Software and Appliance Upgrade in an amount not to exceed 
$175,048.50 after credits are applied for the return of the current appliances; and 

 
WHEREAS, Said purchases are necessary for the security/firewall of the County network 

computer system; and 
 
WHEREAS, In accordance with General Municipal Law §104, the County of Rockland is 

authorized to purchase the Checkpoint Software and Appliance Upgrade through New York State 
Office of General Services (“NYS OGS”) Contract No. PT61429; and 

 
WHEREAS, Cipher Techs, Inc., One Exchange Plaza, 55 Broadway, 11th Floor, New 

York, New York 10006 is a Value Added Reseller under the NYS OGS Contract No. PT61429 
and has offered the County lower than the state contract price at volume discounted pricing for 
the entire State of New York; and 

 
WHEREAS, All purchases shall be made by formal purchase order, subject to the 

approval of the Director of Purchasing; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sufficient funding for these purchases exists in the 2014 Adopted Capital 

Budget, Capital Project No. 1443 ($167,140.70) and the 2014 Budget of the Department of Public 
Transportation, DOT-5630-E3290 ($7,907.80); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Local Law No. 18 of 1996 provides for the Legislature to “approve the 
execution of all contracts in excess of $100,000 entered into by the County”; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Planning & Public Works and Budget and Finance Committees of the 

Legislature have met, considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 
 

RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County approves purchases in excess of 
$100,000 from Cipher Techs, Inc., One Exchange Plaza, 55 Broadway, 11th Floor, New York, 
New York 10006  for the purchase of Checkpoint Software and Appliance Upgrade in accordance 
with NYS OGS Contract No. PT61429 in an amount not to exceed $175,048.50 by formal 
purchase order, subject to the approval of the Director of Purchasing; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That sufficient funding for these purchases exists in the 2014 Adopted 

Capital Budget, Capital Project No. 1443 ($167,140.70) and the 2014 Budget of the Department 
of Public Transportation, A DOT 5630 E3290 ($7,907.80). 
 
 

________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 505 OF 2014 
APPROVING ADDITIONAL PURCHASES IN EXCESS OF $100,000 

WITH ALARM SPECIALISTS, INC. FOR ALARM SYSTEM INSPECTION, TESTING, 
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR SERVICES IN THE ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF $125,000 AND 

TO EXTEND THE TERM FROM AUGUST 1, 2014 THROUGH JULY 31, 2015 
FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $219,159.67  

FOR THE PERIOD FROM AUGUST 1, 2013 THROUGH JULY 31, 2015 
WITH ALL PURCHASES TO BE MADE BY FORMAL PURCHASE ORDER  

UNDER RFB-RC-2013-071 
 [DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES - DIVISION OF PURCHASING] 

($219,159.67) 
 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Meyers and 
unanimously adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, The Director of Purchasing requested bids for alarm system inspection, 
testing, maintenance and repair for the period of one (1) year from the date of the award with the 
option to renew for one (1) additional one (1) year terms under RFB-RC-2013-071 (the “RFB”); 
and 
 

WHEREAS, One hundred thirty-eight (138) vendors were notified of the RFB and six (6) 
vendors submitted a bid; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Director of Purchasing determined that Alarm Specialists, Inc., 333 Old 
Tarrytown Road, White Plains, New York 10601 was the lowest responsible bidder that met all of 
the requirements of the RFB; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Director of Purchasing awarded a contract to Alarm Specialists, Inc., 
333 Old Tarrytown Road, White Plains, New York 10601 under the Bid in an amount not to 
exceed $100,000 for the period from August 1, 2013 through July 31, 2014; and  
 
 WHEREAS, The County expended approximately $94,159.67 during the first year of the 
RFB and the Department of General Services-Facilities Management anticipates that 
approximately $125,000 will be necessary for the first year option term from August 1, 2014 
through July 31, 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Director of Purchasing recommends that the County Executive and the 
Legislature of Rockland County approve additional purchases in excess of $100,000 with Alarm 
Specialists, Inc. of alarm system inspection, testing, maintenance and repair under the RFB in the 
additional amount of $125,000 and to exercise the first option term from August 1, 2014 through 
July 31, 2015 for a total amount not to exceed $219,159.67 during the period from August 1, 2013 
through July 31, 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, All purchases will be initiated by formal purchase order, subject to the 
approval of the Director of Purchasing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Sufficient funding for these purchases is provided for in the 2014 Budget of 
the Department of General Services and is contingent upon 2015 budget appropriations; and 
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WHEREAS, Local Law No. 18 of 1996 provides for the Legislature to approve the 

“execution of all contracts in excess of $100,000 entered into by the County”; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Planning & Public Works and Budget and Finance Committees of the 

Legislature have met, considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 
 

 RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County hereby approves additional 
purchases in excess of $100,000 with Alarm Specialists, Inc., 333 Old Tarrytown Road, White 
Plains, New York 10601 for alarm system inspection, testing, maintenance and repair under RFB-
RC-2013-071 in the additional amount of $125,000 and to exercise the first option term from 
August 1, 2014 through July 31, 2015 for a total amount not to exceed $219,159.67 for the period 
from August 1, 2013 through July 31, 2015; be it further 
 

RESOLVED, That sufficient funding for these purchases is provided for in the 2014 
Budget of the Department of General Services and is contingent upon 2015 budget 
appropriations. 
 
 

________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 506 OF 2014 
ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,950 (NCTD) 

FROM THE NEW YORK STATE DIVISION OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

(GRANT #WM14839849) 
FOR THE SHERIFF’S CANINE EXPLOSIVE DETECTION UNIT 

FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 2, 2014 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2016 
AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ALL NECESSARY 

GRANT DOCUMENTS BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
[OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF] 

($11,950) 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mrs. Cornell and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, The Office of the Sheriff has informed the County Executive and the 
Legislature of Rockland County that they have been awarded a grant (#WM14839849) in the 
amount of $11,950 from the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services for the period October 2, 2014 through August 31, 2016; and 
 
 WHEREAS, These grant funds will be used to purchase items and services for the 
Sheriff’s Canine Explosive Detection Unit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, This grant is federally funded but administered by New York State; and 
 

WHEREAS, No County tax dollars (NCTD) are required to accept said grant; and 
 

WHEREAS, It is necessary to appropriate these funds to the proper accounts; and 
 

 WHEREAS, The Public Safety and Budget and Finance Committees of the Legislature 
have met, considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County hereby approves the acceptance 

of a grant (#WM14839849) in the amount of $11,950 from the New York State Division of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Services for the period October 2, 2014 through August 31, 
2016, and authorizes execution of all necessary grant documents by the County Executive, 
subject to the approval of the County Attorney; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, That these grant funds will be used to purchase items and services for the 
Sheriff’s Canine Explosive Detection Unit; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, That this grant is federally funded but administered by New York State; and 
be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, That no County tax dollars (NCTD) are required to accept said grant; and 
be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, That the Commissioner of Finance is hereby authorized to increase the 
following accounts in the amounts indicated: 
 

GENERAL FUND - 2014 
 
Increase Approp. Acct. (Credit): 
A -SHF -3107 -GS49  -E4090  Fees for Services, Non-Employee     9,550 
   -E5060  Program Costs       2,400 
 
Increase Est. Rev. Acct. (Debit): 
A -SHF -3107 -GS49  -R4380 Public Safety Grant(s)     11,950 
 
 
 

________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 507 OF 2014 
APPROVING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A CONTINUATION GRANT 

FROM THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
FOR THE EARLY INTERVENTION (EI) ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $131,433 [NCTD]  
FOR THE PERIOD FROM OCTOBER 1, 2014 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 

AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE  
ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS INCLUDING THE AGREEMENT  

WITH THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
 (DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH) 

($131,433) 
 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mrs. Paul and 
unanimously adopted:  
 
 WHEREAS, The Commissioner of Health has advised the County Executive and the 
Legislature of Rockland County that the New York State Department of Health has awarded the 
Rockland County Department of Health a continuation grant in the amount of $131,433 to 
continue the Early Intervention (EI) Administration Program for the period from October 1, 2014 
through September 30, 2015; and  
 
 WHEREAS, The grant covers salaries and fringe benefits for employees who will 
administer the mandated EI Administration Program, which were already appropriated in the 2014 
Adopted Budget and are already budgeted in the 2015 Proposed Budget, and therefore no 
funding clause is required;  and 
  
 WHEREAS, The grant is federally funded but administered by New York State; and 
 

WHEREAS, No County tax dollars [NCTD] are required to accept the grant funds; and  
  
 WHEREAS, Local Law No. 18 of 1996 provides for the Legislature to approve the 
“execution of all contracts in excess of $100,000 entered into by the County”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Multi-Services and Budget and Finance Committees of this Legislature 
have met, considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 
 

RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County hereby approves the acceptance 
of the continuation grant from the New York State Department of Health for the Early Intervention 
(EI) Administration Program in the amount of $131,433 for the period from October 1, 2014 
through September 30, 2015, and hereby authorizes the County Executive to execute all 
necessary documents including the agreement with the New York State Department of Health, 
subject to the approval of the County Attorney; and be it further 
  
 RESOLVED, That no County tax dollars [NCTD] are required to accept the grant funds; 
and be it further  
 

RESOLVED, That should outside funding be reduced and/or eliminated, any position(s) 
previously created under this grant shall automatically terminate without further action of the 
Legislature. 
 
 

________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 508 OF 2014 
APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ROCKLAND, ON BEHALF OF ITS DEPARTMENT 
OF MENTAL HEALTH, AND THE VILLAGE OF HAVERSTRAW 

TO PROVIDE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES 
TO INDIVIDUALS IN THE VILLAGE OF HAVERSTRAW 

FOR A PERIOD OF ONE (1) YEAR FROM THE DATE OF EXECUTION 
WITH AUTOMATIC ONE (1) YEAR RENEWALS 

UNLESS TERMINATED BY EITHER PARTY 
AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

TO EXECUTE THE INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT 
[DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH] 

 
 
 

Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Hood, Jr. and 
unanimously adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, The Acting Commissioner of Mental Health requests that the County 

Executive and the Legislature of Rockland County approve the intermunicipal agreement 
between the County of Rockland, on behalf of its Department of Mental Health (DMH), and the 
Village of Haverstraw to work collaboratively to provide behavioral health services to individuals in 
the Village of Haverstraw for a period of one (1) year from the date of execution with automatic 
one (1) year renewals unless terminated by either party; and  

 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to the agreement, DMH will provide staffing for outpatient 

behavioral health treatment, the Village will provide office space at no charge to the County and 
the individuals themselves will be responsible for all outpatient charges; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Both the County and the Village are “municipal corporation[s]” as defined in 
New York General Municipal Law section 119-n(a); and 

 
WHEREAS, General Municipal Law section 119-o(1) provides, in relevant part, that 

“municipal corporations . . . have [the] power to enter into . . . agreements for the performance 
among themselves or one for the other of their respective functions, powers and duties on a . . . 
contract basis,” provided that such agreements are “approved by each participating municipal 
corporation . . . by a majority vote of the voting strength of its governing body”; and 
 

WHEREAS, The residents of the County and the Village will benefit from the 
intermunicipal agreement; and 

 
WHEREAS, On August 11, 2014, the Village of Haverstraw approved the intermunicipal 

agreement with the County; and 
   
 WHEREAS, The Multi-Services and Budget and Finance Committees of this Legislature 
have met, considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 
 

RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County hereby approves, pursuant to New 
York General Municipal Law sections 119-n(a) and 119-o(1), the intermunicipal agreement 
between the County of Rockland, on behalf of its Department of Mental Health (DMH), and the 
Village of Haverstraw, to work collaboratively to provide behavioral health services to individuals 
in the Village for a period of one (1) year from the date of execution with automatic one (1) year 
renewals unless terminated by either party, which agreement was approved by the Village of 
Haverstraw on August 11, 2014, and hereby authorizes the County Executive to execute the 
intermunicipal agreement on behalf of the County, subject to the approval of the County Attorney. 
 
 

________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 509 OF 2014 
APPROVING THE FURTHER EXTENSION OF AND AMENDMENT TO  

THE AGREEMENT IN EXCESS OF $100,000 WITH BIO-REFERENCE LABORATORIES INC. 
FOR THE PURCHASE OF REFERENCE LABORATORY TESTING SERVICES FOR THE 

DEPARTMENTS OF HEALTH, HOSPITALS AND MENTAL HEALTH 
UNDER RFB-RC-2010-082 EXERCISING THE THIRD AND FINAL YEAR OPTION TERM OF 

THE AGREEMENT FROM NOVEMBER 1, 2014 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2015  
AND INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF THE AGREEMENT BY $50,000 

FOR THE PERIOD FROM NOVEMBER 1, 2013 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2014  
AND BY $445,000 FOR THE PERIOD FROM NOVEMBER 1, 2014  

THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2015 FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,071,000 
FOR THE FULL PERIOD FROM NOVEMBER 1, 2010 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2015 

AND AUTHORIZING ITS EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
[DEPARTMENT OF HOSPITALS] 

($1,071,000) 
 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Soskin and 
unanimously adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, By Resolution No. 615 of 2010, the Legislature of Rockland County 
approved the agreement in excess of $100,000 with Bio-Reference Laboratories Inc. (“Bio-
Reference”), 481 Edward H. Ross Drive, Elmwood Park, New Jersey 07407, for reference 
laboratory testing services under RFB-RC-2010-082 (the “RFB”) for the Departments of Health, 
Hospitals and Mental Health in the amount of $240,000 for the period from November 1, 2010 
through October 31, 2012, with the option to renew for one (1) additional one (1) year option term; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, By Resolution No. 356 of 2012, the Legislature approved the amendment to 
the agreement with Bio-Reference in the additional amount of $25,000 and in a total amount not 
to exceed $265,000 for the period from November 1, 2010 through October 31, 2012; and  

 
WHEREAS, By Resolution No. 451 of 2012, the Legislature approved the exercise of the 

first year option term of and the amendment to the agreement with Bio-Reference, extending the 
term of the agreement from November 1, 2012 through October 31, 2013, and increasing the 
amount of the agreement by $135,000 for the period from November 1, 2012 through October 31, 
2013, for a total amount not to exceed $400,000 for the full period from November 1, 2010 
through October 31, 2013; and   
 

WHEREAS, By Resolution No. 356 of 2013, the Legislature approved the amendment to 
the agreement with Bio-Reference, increasing the amount of the agreement by $20,500 for the 
period from November 1, 2012 through October 31, 2013, for a total amount not to exceed 
$420,500 for the full period from November 1, 2010 through October 31, 2013; and  

 
WHEREAS, By Resolution No. 580 of 2013, the Legislature approved the exercise of the 

second year option term of and the amendment to the agreement with Bio-Reference, extending 
the term of the agreement from November 1, 2013 through October 31, 2014, and increasing the 
amount of the agreement by $155,500 for the period from November 1, 2013 through October 31, 
2014, for a total amount not to exceed $576,000 for the full period from November 1, 2010 
through October 31, 2014; and  
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WHEREAS, By this resolution, the Director of Purchasing recommends to the County 

Executive and the Legislature that the County further extend and amend the agreement with Bio-
Reference, exercising the third and final year option term from November 1, 2014 through 
October 31, 2015, and increasing the amount of the agreement by $50,000 for the period from 
November 1, 2013 through October 31, 2014 and by $445,000 for the period from November 1, 
2014 through October 31, 2015, for a total amount not to exceed $1,071,000 for the full period 
from November 1, 2010 through October 31, 2015; and 
 

WHEREAS, Additional funds are being requested for the current and final year terms due 
to the inability of the Department of Hospitals Laboratory to provide in-house lab work beginning 
in August 2014; and 

 
WHEREAS, Total expenditures for this contract can be greater or less than the estimated 

expenditures depending upon the hospital census and the number and types of tests prescribed 
for the patients, residents and clients of the County; and 

 
WHEREAS, Bio-Reference has agreed to renew the contract for the third and final year 

option term at current contract prices even though the Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U) increased by 1.7% for the previous twelve (12) months, resulting in an 
estimated annual savings to the County in the amount of $7,565; and 
 

WHEREAS, All purchases will be initiated by formal purchase order in accordance with 
the approved budgets of the Departments of Health, Hospitals and Mental Health; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Local Law No. 18 of 1996 provides for the Legislature to approve the 
“execution of all contracts in excess of $100,000 entered into by the County”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Sufficient funding for this extension/amendment to the agreement exists in 
the 2014 Budgets of the Departments of Health, Hospitals and Mental Health and is contingent 
upon 2015 budget appropriations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Multi-Services and Budget and Finance Committees of this Legislature 
have met, considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 
 

RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County hereby approves the extension of 
and amendment to the agreement in excess of $100,000 with Bio-Reference Laboratories Inc., 
481 Edward H. Ross Drive, Elmwood Park, New Jersey 07407, for reference laboratory testing 
services under RFB-RC-2010-082 for the Departments of Health, Hospitals and Mental Health, 
exercising the third and final year option term from November 1, 2014 through October 31, 2015, 
and increasing the amount of the agreement by $50,000 for the period from November 1, 2013 
through October 31, 2014 and by $445,000 for the period from November 1, 2014 through 
October 31, 2015, for a total amount not to exceed $1,071,000 for the full period from November 
1, 2010 through October 31, 2015, with all purchases to be made by formal purchase order, 
subject to the approval of the Director of Purchasing, and hereby authorizes the County Executive 
to execute the amendment to the agreement, subject to the approval of the County Attorney; and 
be it further     

 
RESOLVED, That sufficient funding for this extension/amendment to the agreement 

exists in the 2014 Budgets of the Departments of Health, Hospitals and Mental Health and is 
contingent upon 2015 budget appropriations. 
 
 

________________ 
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Special Order of the Day: 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the Legislature of Rockland 

County at its Legislative Chambers, 11 New Hempstead Road, New City, Rockland County, New 

York, on the 4th day of December, 2014, at 7:15 P.M., prevailing time, to consider adoption of a 

local law amending local law 10 of 2012, "A local law creating a Rockland County deficit reduction 

act (RCDRA)." 

Dated:  New City, New York 
 November 21, 2014 
       LAURENCE O. TOOLE 
       Clerk to the Legislature 
       Allison-Parris County Office Building 
       11 New Hempstead Road 
       New City, New York 10956 
 
 

________________ 
 
 
The Chairman opened the public hearing at 7:15 p.m. and there were no speakers. 
 

________________ 
 
 

Affidavits of publication and a complete transcript of the public hearing are on file in the 
Office of the Clerk to the Legislature.   
 

_______________ 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 510 OF 2014 
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 
 Mr. Jobson offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Earl and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the public hearing be and it is hereby closed (7:16 p.m.).  
 
 

_________________ 
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Referral No. 9500 

 
LOCAL LAW NO.  6 OF 2014 

COUNTY OF ROCKLAND 
STATE OF NEW YORK 

 
 

(Introduced by: Hon. Alden H. Wolfe, Hon. Michael M. Grant, Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger) 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following Local Law, which was seconded by Mr. Schoenberger and 
adopted: 
 
A local law amending local law no. 10 of 2012, which created a Rockland County Deficit 
Reduction Act (RCDRA). 
 
Be it enacted by the legislature of the county of Rockland as follows: 
 
Section 1. Legislative Intent 
 
In 2012, the Legislature of Rockland County requested that the New York State Legislature 
approve a deficit reduction bond, which would have allowed the County of Rockland to bond an 
amount equivalent to the 2010 audited deficit and pay the bond over a period of ten years.  The 
deficit reduction bond was approved by the New York State Assembly but not approved by the 
New York State Senate.  At that time, with no expectation for home rule relief from the State 
Legislature and recognizing the need to take decisive action, the Rockland County Legislature 
enacted Local Law No. 10 of 2012, the Rockland County Deficit Reduction Act. The Act directed 
that the County allocate a sum of no less than $10 million on an annual recurring basis to reduce 
and eliminate the deficit in approximately ten years. 
 
In 2013, the Rockland County Legislature renewed its efforts to secure approval for a deficit 
reduction bond from the New York State Legislature.  In November 2013, the Governor of the 
State of New York signed the Rockland County Deficit Financing Act, which authorized the 
County of Rockland to issue bonds for the sole purpose of allowing the County to bond its 
accumulated deficit in the amount of $96 million.  In 2014 the County issued and sold the deficit 
reduction bonds. The annual principle and interest on the deficit reduction bonds is approximately 
$13 million.  However, as the actual accumulated deficit exceeds the authorized bond amount, 
due in part to the delay between the request for home rule relief, the passage and signing of the 
bill, and the actual sale of the bonds, the County of Rockland is left with a remaining deficit of 
approximately $40 million.  The Rockland County Legislature wishes to address the remaining 
deficit by paying it down at the same rate it had originally contemplated, that is, 10% per year.  
Therefore, it is now prudent, reasonable and in the best interest of the taxpayers of Rockland 
County that the Legislature amend the Rockland County Deficit Reduction Act by amending the 
annual recurring allocation from $10 million to at least $4 million.  In this way, both the deficit 
reduction bond and the remaining accumulated deficit will be paid off and eliminated concurrently. 
 
Section 2.  The following sections are hereby amended as follows: 
 
§ 70-18.  Fund for Deficit Reduction. 
 
The County of Rockland, in adopting its annual budget, commencing with the budget for calendar 
year 2015, shall allocate a sum of no less than [10] 4 million dollars on a reoccurring annual basis 
for the reduction of the deficit of Rockland County fund, which sum shall be held in the account 
designated “for deficit reduction”, which account is a deficit reserve fund and cannot and will not 
be used for any purpose other than to eliminate the deficit in Rockland County.  Any [withdrawal] 
transfer or allocation of funds for a purpose other than deficit reduction shall require a 
resolution which must be approved by two-thirds a majority of the Legislature. 
 
§ 70-19.  Deposit of Funds. 
 
Such annual budgetary allocation of not less than [10] 4 million dollars in the fund “for deficit 
reduction” shall be cumulatively held and deposited in a depository approved by the Rockland 
County investment policy. 
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Section 3.  Annual Budget Allocation. 
 
Section 70-20 is hereby added: 
 
§70-20. Annual Budget Allocation by County Executive 
 
Unless and until this local law is amended or repealed, the County Executive is mandated 
to include deficit reduction in the proposed annual budget in strict compliance with this 
local law. 
 
Section  4.  Effective date. 
This local law shall become effective upon filing with the New York State secretary of state. 
 
 
 
Note: Deleted material is stricken and in [brackets]. 

New material is underlined and bold. 
 
 The vote resulted as follows: 
 
 Ayes: 15 (Legislators Cornell, Earl, Grant, Jobson, Kantrowitz, Low-Hogan,  

Moroney, Murphy, Paul, Schoenberger, Soskin, Sparaco, Wieder, 
Hood, Jr., Wolfe) 

 Nays: 02  (Legislators Carey, Meyers) 
 
 

________________ 
 
 
Debate: 
 
Mr. Meyers 
 
When this Local Law was first passed there was one Legislator that was opposed to it and that 
was me.  The reason I was opposed to the Local Law was because I felt at that time it was 
outrageous for us to say that we were going to reduce the deficit by $10,000,000 per year when 
we had no way of knowing where that money would come from.  It was just one of those empty 
jesters that governments do.  For this government to come up with $10,000,000 savings in the 
budget creates a tremendous amount of pain, which I think the people in this room can attest to.  
So I was opposed to creating that pain in the first place.  Once that pain had been created and 
the rating agencies saw that we were going to save $10,000,000 per year and put it towards 
deficit reduction, and the Comptroller saw it, now we created an atmosphere where we are pulling 
back from that, which I do support pulling back from that.  But pulling back from that creates a 
negative impression fiscally of our government.  It never should have happened to begin with.  I 
know the reason it was done at that time was because we didn't know if there would be a deficit 
bond in place.  Subsequently we did get a bond.  Many of our taxpayers would like us to payoff 
the deficit as soon as possible and not resort to having to pay it off over ten years.  Who knows 
what the future holds.  So I am not opposed to reducing our reliance on that law I would just 
caution this body that it was a mistake to have passed it.  I told you so is basically what I want to 
say.  Thank you. 
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
You say that very well, Mr. Meyers.  
 
Mr. Schoenberger 
 
I would like to set the record clear and straight as to why that Local Law was passed in the first 
place.  At that time the deficit was approximately certified to be $80,000,000.  We had asked the 
State to allow us to bond that deficit as they had done for other municipalities throughout the 
State of New York, including North Rockland School District and other municipalities.  That was 
an election year and the State refused to entertain that law in 2012.  It passed the Assembly and 
it did not pass the Senate.  A number of us had taken several trips up to Albany, met with the 
Assembly Finance Committee, Senate Finance Committee and the Governor's office and we 
lobbied and worked very hard to get the law passed, but it just wasn't to be.  When that law 
wasn't passed in 2012 I proposed a Deficit Reduction Act, the one that Legislator Meyers referred 
to.  I reasoned that if our deficit at that time was $80,000,000, and if the State had passed that 
law allowing us to bond it, it would have cost us approximately $10,000,000 per year over ten 
years to pay off the deficit.  I proposed that we had to undertake some action on our own to 
eliminate the deficit so we passed this law in the Legislature to pay off the deficit at the rate of 
approximately $10,000,000 per year over ten years, which included principal and interest.  Had 
we had gotten the bond from the State in 2012 we would have paid approximately $10,000,000 a 
year to pay off the deficit and we would have had to raise that money anyway.   
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In 2013 the Senate and the Assembly did pass the bill.  The Governor did not sign it until we were 
already into the November discussions for our budget.  That caused a great deal of confusion as 
to how the State Comptroller would or wouldn't act.  Compliance with the bill could not be made, 
because it was supposed to be sent over by the County Executive within ten days of him 
submitting the budget, but by the time the Governor signed the bill it was past the ten days.  
There was a discussion at the end of 2013 about what we should do with this law.  There was talk 
about reducing it to $4,000,000 a year.  The feeling was and the feeling today is that our deficit 
sits at about $138,000,000, $96,000,000 of which was bonded, and therefore is no longer part of 
the deficit - it is converted into a capital bond payment - and not a deficit.  The Comptroller's office 
states that our deficit is $41,000,000.  The remaining deficit could be paid out in ten years and 
that would be approximately $4,000,000 per year.   
 
So that is why we have this law on tonight saying that the deficit should be paid off at the rate of 
at least $4,000,000 a year.  It is consistent with the previous resolution.  It is consistent the deficit 
bond, which is being paid off for ten years.   
 
I would like to say that I told you so.  I would like to say that at some point or other we all knew we 
had to address the deficit and the most rational way of doing it is to work out a plan of some sort, 
which the rating agencies liked and approved.  Tonight we are going to be voting on accepting 
the Report of the Budget and Finance Committee's budget.  That budget provides that the deficit 
is going to be paid off in ten years and at least $4,000,000.  It provides that the first years 
payment to be $5,000,000, 25% higher than required by this law.  Thank you.  
 
Mr. Carey 
 
With regard to Local Law No. 10, I do agree that there is room for lowering that number from 
$10,000,000.  I will show later in a compromised budget that I will be proposing I am not 
comfortable going below $7,000,000.  I will not be supporting this tonight.   
 
Mr. Schoenberger 
 
I just want to make sure that my friend Legislator Carey knows that the law says to pay at least 
$4,000,000 and that could be $5,000,000, $6,000,000 or $7,000,000.  If you don't lower it at all it 
stays at $10,000,000.  If you are proposing going to $7,000,000 then you are going to have to 
change this law otherwise it stays at $10,000,000. 
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
There has been a lot of talk in the days leading up to this vote.  It is no secret that we have a 
proposal to amend this law to create a requirement of a minimum of $4,000,000.  As  
Mr. Schoenberger said, it doesn't stop anyone from allocating $5,000,000 $10,000,000 or 
$20,000,000 for that matter, but there are some terms that have been tossed around over the last 
couple of days that I think are dangerous and need to be addressed.  Statements have been 
made, pretty much a full court press by our County Executive.  There was a radio ad this morning 
on WRCR, which was paid for by the Rockland County Republican Committee featuring Ed Day 
and it had the same recycled sound bites about kicking the can down the road, out of control 
Legislators - things that he thinks people like to hear.  In the ad he called the proposal of 
$5,000,000 irresponsible and he said that it would place the County in financial jeopardy.  The 
counter proposal that you expect to hear about tonight would change it to $7,000,000 and what I 
question is how did $7,000,000 suddenly become a magic number.  The County Executive said 
about the $5,000,000, "compromising our fragile financial condition".  Again, "Committing dollars 
to deficit reduction compromises our fragile financial condition and $7,000,000 is thoughtful."  
 
What would be irresponsible would be for a rating agency to make any decision about a rating 
based upon what is essentially a proposed budget.  The County Executive's budget is a proposed 
budget until it is acted on or not acted upon by this body.  The County Executive's budget is 
always subject to amendment by this body.   
 
What would be irresponsible is for this body to make policy decisions based upon what someone 
thinks a rating agency might do.  That is irresponsible.   
 
There is only one proposal up for a vote right now.  In order for to a law to be considered for 
amendment it needs to be laid on the desk in advance of a public hearing.  We hear a lot about a 
$7,000,000 alternative, however, there is no draft Local Law sitting up here on our desks.  Even if 
we were inclined to consider a different version of the law we can't even vote on it tonight.   
 
Our County Executive was on WRCR on November 7, 2014, Friday morning doing his regular 
segment, and during the segment he acknowledged that he did have a conversation with  
Mr. Grant about the Deficit Reduction Act in a meeting earlier this year.  He said that Michael 
asked him what his thoughts were and he told Michael, "You can do what you want with it.  It is a 
Legislative law.  There are four options, pick one, and we will abide by it."  Well, I am here to say 
that I certainly hope that the County Executive will abide by the decision that we reached tonight. 
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I happen to think that the rating agencies, the New York State Comptroller and anyone in the 
world that cares about our County financing would be thrilled and delighted that we are committed 
to carrying out the overall deficit reduction plan that started in these very chambers several years 
ago.  I am prepared to support this.    
 
Mr. Meyers 
 
Just two comments regarding the statement that you made just occurred to me.  One is, you said 
that it would be irresponsible to base anything on what we think the rating agencies might do, but 
I have been hearing for two years the reasons for passing this or that is because of what the 
rating agencies might do.  In fact, the $10,000,000 Reduction Deficit Act that was passed 
proposed by Mr. Schoenberger, one of the major reasons given for it was because the 
Legislature, not I, believed that it would instill confidence in the rating agencies.  So we, as a 
body, have been constantly doing things based on speculation as to what rating agencies might 
or might not do.  The second thing is, I believe you said that we cannot' legally vote on anything 
other than what has come out of the Budget and Finance Committee, but amendments can be 
proposed.  I hope you are not suggesting that amendments will be ruled out of order.  For each of 
the seven years I have been here amendments were never ruled out of order and amendments 
were always allowed to be made.  So if you are saying now, for the first time ever, nobody can 
propose an amendment to the budget resolution that came out of the Budget and Finance 
Committee that would be fairly outrageous.  However, it is consistent with having cancelled the 
public hearing this evening.  
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
Mr. Meyers, once again you have misunderstood my point.  Right now we are debating the 
proposed Local Law.  It has been moved and seconded.  In order to offer an amendment to the 
proposed Local Law that we are considering at this moment, if there was a substantive 
amendment to it or substantive change that wasn't reflected in a version that was similarly laid on 
the desk then we would not be able to vote on it.  Of course we will entertain amendments.  We 
have always had that.  We expect them tonight and we will consider them in due course.  What I 
was referring to was the Local Law that we are considering at this moment.   
 
 

_________________ 
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The Chairman opened the public participation portion of the meeting at 7:32 p.m. and the 

following persons spoke: 
 

Howard Phillips, Supervisor, Town of Haverstraw, in favor of budget amendments. 
Alex Gromack, Supervisor, Town of Clarkstown, in favor of budget amendments. 
Stephanie Hausner, Councilwoman, Town of Clarkstown, in favor of budget amendments. 
Louis Falco, Sheriff, in favor of budget amendments. 
James Kralik, former Sheriff, in favor of budget amendments. 
Raymond Smith, budget concerns. 
Kristen Zebrowski Stavisky, in favor of budget amendments. 
Todd Farmer, RCSDA President, in favor of budget amendments. 
Paul Trader, Cornell Cooperative Ext., in favor of budget amendments. 
George Rumelt, budget concerns 
Gil Hyme, in favor of budget amendments. 
Tom Ninan, CSEA Union Unit 8350 President, in favor of budget amendments. 
Deman Moroney, In favor of funding not-for-profits 

 
 
Public Participation ended at 7:56 p.m.,  
 

_______________ 
 
 
Comments from the Chairperson 
 
Honorable Alden H. Wolfe 
 
Two branches of government often disagree, and of course that is to be expected, but when you 
try to vilify one side by using divisiveness and, even worse, dishonesty it is not very helpful.  Real 
leadership is not blaming the other side.  Real leadership is finding common ground, bringing 
everyone together.  Real leadership is communicating effectively not governing from FaceBook.  
So much rides on our ability to work together.  I remain hopeful that tonight will be the beginning 
of reconciliation.  We can move forward together without misstatements and finger pointing.  
Now, we might not always agree, but we should be able to disagree with respect and that is how 
compromise is reached.  With too many needy families, too many children going to bed hungry, 
too many elderly depending on one meal a day, too many families torn apart by domestic 
violence, for the sake of those Rocklander's, we must not waste one more second on the 
pettiness of division.  In order for our County to function to the benefit of its constituents we must 
have a climate of cooperation and respect.  Thank you.  
 
 

________________ 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 511 OF 2014 
WAIVE THE RULES OF THE LEGISLATURE 
TO CONSIDER PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS 

AS AN IMMEDIATE NEED 
 
 
 Mr. Jobson offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Grant and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Rules of the Legislature be waived to consider the following 
proposed Resolution No.'s 512, 513 and 514 of 2014, as an immediate need. 
 
 

________________ 
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VETO OVERRIDE PASSED ON DECEMBER 15, 2014 

 
 
Introduced by:        Referral No. 9500 
 Hon. Michael M. Grant, Sponsor      
 Hon. Alden H. Wolfe, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Harriet D. Cornell, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Toney L. Earl, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Jay Hood, Jr., Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Nancy Low-Hogan, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Philip Soskin, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Frank Sparaco, Co-Sponsor 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 512 OF 2014 
ACCEPTING REPORT OF THE BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 AFTER ITS REVIEW OF THE ROCKLAND COUNTY  
PROPOSED 2015 BUDGET 

 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Hood, Jr. and 
adopted:  
 
 WHEREAS, the Budget and Finance Committee has reviewed the 2015 proposed 
budget, and recommends that said budget be amended in accordance with the enclosed 
schedules; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing has been held on the proposed budget; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Budget and Finance Committee of the Legislature has met, considered 
and by a unanimous vote approved this resolution, however, it was approved within 120 hours of 
the full legislative meeting and was deemed an immediate need by its Chair, therefore be it 

 
 RESOLVED, that the Budget and Finance Committee’s Report on the 2015 Rockland 
County proposed Budget, consisting of the schedules attached hereto be and the same are 
hereby adopted. 
 

The vote resulted as follows: 
 
 Ayes: 15 (Legislators Cornell, Earl, Grant, Jobson, Kantrowitz, Low-Hogan,  

Moroney, Murphy, Paul, Schoenberger, Soskin, Sparaco, Wieder, 
Hood, Jr., Wolfe) 

 Nays: 02  (Legislators Carey, Meyers) 
 
 

________________ 
 
 

PAGES 1130 - 1140 - AMENDMENTS TO 2015 PROPOSED BUDGET 
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REPORT OF THE BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE 

REGARDING THE 
ROCKLAND COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S PROPOSED 2015 BUDGET 

 
 
“The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not fighting the old, but building on the new.” 

Socrates 
 
Preface 
 
Much has changed in 2014.  Much more will change in 2015. 
 
The year began with new leadership in the Office of the County Executive and in the Chambers of 
the Legislature. There was a seemingly enhanced sense of the “possible” in both branches. 
Though still feeling the effects of a long recession, Rockland County government was poised to 
make changes for the better.   
 
In March, Rockland County received a favorable interest rate for the General Obligation Bond 
Sale on its $96 million deficit-financing bond.  The bond would dramatically change the County’s 
cash flow position and was an important step for our future financial stability. 
 
In April, after many months of planning and coordinating, the County finalized the transfer of 
Rockland’s Mental Health Crisis and Inpatient units to Nyack Hospital, saving millions of taxpayer 
dollars and  
 
In mid-July, the County and the Rockland County Health Facilities Corporation (RCHFC) 
formalized an agreement to transfer ownership of Summit Park Hospital and Nursing Care Center 
to the Summit Park Acquisition Group.   
 
By the end of July, Moody’s had upgraded Rockland County’s bond rating to Baa2 and the 
outlook to positive. The upgrade to Baa2 reflects significant improvement in the County's 
management and budgeting practices; strengthened liquidity following the issuance of deficit 
reduction bonds and strong oversight by the state. 
 
In November, changes to the Rockland County Charter, developed with the bipartisan support of 
members of the County Legislature, and the input of the County Executive and his staff, were 
overwhelmingly approved by voters on Election Day.  The local law was structured to improve the 
efficiency of the annual budget process, increase fiscal oversight and enhance the systems of 
checks and balances between branches of government. 
 
In his inaugural address last January, County Executive Ed Day said “There is no magic wand – 
none of this will be fixed overnight – and what we embark upon today is a journey not a quick trip. 
But let us recognize that while we cannot ignore the realities that face us, we can certainly 
confront them and together, with courage and determination on our side, we will prevail over 
them.”  It’s important that he recognize the Legislature’s contributions to a stronger more vibrant 
county government. 
 

The Report of the Budget & Finance Committee regarding the Rockland County 
Executive’s Proposed Budget (CEPB) is structured to: (1) outline the review 
process and timeline: (2) provide a synopsis of key elements of the County 
Executive’s proposal; (3) review the Comptroller’s examination and 
recommendations; (4) explain the framework for our analysis; and (5) discuss the 
Committee’s final recommendations. 

 
Budget Process & Timeline 
 
In accordance with the provisions of Article IV of the Rockland County Charter, the Legislature’s 
Budget and Finance Committee is tasked with reviewing the County Executive’s Proposed 
Budget (CEPB). The process requires the County Executive to submit a budget to the Legislature 
no later than October 23 of each year. The Legislature then has 45 days to analyze it in its 
entirety, question department managers, hold public hearings, propose and debate changes and 
vote on a final plan.  
 
It is important to note that if the Legislature cannot agree on revisions to the CEPB, and an 
amended budget is voted down by the members, then the CEPB is enacted.  If the Legislature 
rejects the CEPB or takes no action, then the Executive’s proposal is enacted as well.  
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To be clear, a “No” vote on a budget amended by this Legislature is the functional equivalent of a 
“Yes” vote for the budget proposed by the County Executive.  
 
The review process began early this year.  The timeline included the following: 
 

 On June 10, 2014 a Budget & Finance committee discussion of Significant Budget Issues 
for 2015.  

 On September 30, 2014 a subsequent discussion was held in B&F on the Implications of 
the Rockland County Deficit Reduction Act (RCDRA) - Local Law 10 of 2012 on the 
Proposed 2015 Budget. 

 County Executive Day unveiled the 2015 Proposed Budget of $772,034,000 at a press 
conference at the New City Library on Thursday morning, October 16, 2014.  The Budget 
& Finance Committee received a presentation that same evening.   

 The printed budget documents were delivered to the Legislature late Friday, October 17. 
 Budget and Finance convened a series of 13 budget planning and review sessions with 

department heads, administration staff and outside financial consultants.  The budget 
review sessions at times, were very well attended by the public active, engaged and 
diverse audiences. 

 The Office of the New York State Comptroller commenced their examination of the 2015 
CEPB on Monday, October 20, 2014 and completed the field work on Friday, October 
31st. 

 The Comptroller’s office subsequently delivered its Report of Examination to the County 
on Wednesday, November 12, 2014, including a single recommendation regarding 
revenues associated with the mortgage recording tax. 

 The County Legislature held a public hearing on County Executive Day’s budget proposal 
on Tuesday, November 19, 2013 and scheduled public hearings on amending Local Law 
10 of 2012 and lifting the tax cap for December 4,, 2014.  The hearing on the tax cap was 
subsequently cancelled.   

 The Budget and Finance Committee finalized its findings and recommendations on 
December 2, 2014. The report is summarized in the narrative below, memorialized in an 
accompanying resolutions and attached schedules. 

 Adoption 2015 Budget is scheduled for consideration by full Legislature tonight, following 
this Report of the Budget & Finance Committee. 

To assist in our review, the Legislature retained the services of O'Connor Davies, LLP to examine 
the County Executive's proposal for 2015.  O’Connor Davies’ certified public accountants have 
served as the County’s independent auditors and the firm is very familiar with the County’s 
operations and finances. The consultants presented a detailed analysis of the 2015 CEPB to the 
Committee on November 20, 2014.  A copy of the one hundred and four page report was 
distributed to all legislators, the media and the offices of the County Executive and the New York 
State Comptroller.  O’Connor Davies’ report is available upon request. 
 
Looking forward to next year, the CEPB must be submitted to the Legislature no later than 
October 1.  This will give the Legislature and the public-at-large three more weeks to review and 
improve upon the Executive’s plan.  The overwhelming approval of the Charter revisions clearly 
indicates that the public understood the intent and the importance of this budgetary process 
reform.  
 
County Executive’s Proposed Budget 
 
In his budget message, County Executive Day described the preparation of the 2015 Budget as 
“especially difficult given the current state of the economy, the County's deficit fund balance, 
funding government operations and paying the first installment on the deficit bond.”  In remarks 
published in the Journal-News, he further explained that the budget’s deep cuts had to be made 
in the 11th hour to satisfy the requirements of the RCDRA.  These statements provide important 
context for the Executive’s budget proposals. 
 
The County Executive’s 2015 Proposed Budget of $772.0 million represents an increase of $19.4 
million more than the Legislature’s 2014 adopted budget of $754.6 million.   
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Under the 2015 CEPB, the property tax levy would increase by $2.1 million, or 2 percent, for a 
total tax levy of $108,078,380. In his message, the County Executive estimated that the property 
tax increase would cost the average Rockland homeowner an additional $1.67 per month or $20 
in County property taxes next year.  (County property taxes typically amount to less than 10% of 
the tax bill.  The remainder goes to pay village, town and school district taxes.)  
 
The CE budgeted $185.0 million dollars in sales tax revenue for 2015, a significant increase of 
$5.0 million more than was budgeted in 2014; a clear indicator of a steadily improving economy.  
Both the Comptroller and O’Connor Davies concurred with this proposed amount.  Additionally, 
the CE avoided his predecessor’s mistake by more conservatively estimating revenues from the 
so-called Residential Energy Sales Tax. 
 
The CE’s message notes that the Commissioner of Finance had negotiated the payment 
structure of the deficit bond so that for 2015, the County would only need to pay the interest 
portion ($6.9 million) allowing the County to ease into a repayment plan without causing a 
sizeable property tax increase. The issuance of the deficit bond also generated nearly $11 million 
in premium. Last Spring, the administration was adamant that this money be used towards further 
lowering the accumulated deficit which effectively would have made it unavailable for this purpose 
now. The CEPB benefitted from the Legislature’s insistence that the premium from the sale of the 
deficit bond be reserved for debt service.  This allowed the County Executive to meet the interest 
obligation while avoiding the need to levy an additional $6.9 million in property taxes to pay the 
interest on the bond in 2015.   
 
In contrast to the 2014 CEPB, which did not contain any major program cuts, layoffs or 
outsourcing of services, the 2015 CEPB called for dramatic reductions, some at the eleventh 
hour.  
 
The 2015 CEPB included the following: 
 

 Eliminating the Sheriff’s Patrol Division, including 37 full-time positions  
 Consolidation of the Office for the Aging and the Youth Bureau  
 Transfer of 4 Positions from the Insurance Department to the Department of Personnel  
 Outsource DGS Security - 12.5 positions eliminated 
 Outsource Hospital Radiology - 3 positions eliminated  
 Outsource Hospital Laundry - 11 positions eliminated 
 DSS Managed Care Unit - 7 positions eliminated 
 DGS MIS - 4 positions eliminated 
 100% elimination of funding for Not-For-Profit contract agencies - $3.9 million 

 
In order to comply with RCDRA, County Executive Day appropriated $10.0 million in his proposal 
to pay down a portion of the County's remaining deficit (estimated at $41.0 million), thus requiring 
the property tax increase of 2% and departmental cuts of nearly $8 million. These cuts decimated 
the Sheriff’s Dept. and eliminated all funding for the Not-for-Profit Contract Agencies. 
 
It should be noted that in 2013 County Executive Vanderhoef made no budgetary provision at all 
to comply with the RCDRA.  That decision created a very high level of uncertainty throughout the 
Committee’s deliberations last year.  County Executive Day’s decision to not seek any 
compromise on the $10.0 million, to fully fund it RCDRA in 2015 and make deep and painful cuts 
created an equally high level of anxiety this year.  In both cases, the Legislature was left to 
grapple with the consequences.  
 
Even though the sale of the County's Nursing Home & Hospital is pending, the Proposed Budget 
fully funds the facility's operations for all of 2015. The Proposed Budget increases the allocation 
to the Hospital Enterprise Fund by approximately $3.0 million but does not include any revenue 
from the transaction as it relates to the sale.  

Upon closer examination contradictions in the budget “message” begin to come into focus.  The 
economy is improving, not difficult, as demonstrated by the (consensus) higher sales and energy 
tax forecasts. The County’s outstanding accumulated deficit can be retired along with the deficit 
bond by having a clear, consistent and affordable plan.  The opportunity to find meaningful 
solutions for funding government operations (think Sheriff and NGO’s) was there for the asking.  
The Legislature even saved the administration from its ill-conceived plan to use the premium on 
something other than paying the first installment on the deficit bond.   
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Comptroller’s Review & Recommendations 
 
State legislation (Chapter 468 of the Law of 2013) authorized the County of Rockland to issue 
deficit bonds up to $96 million for the accumulated deficit of the County’s general fund as of 
December 31, 2012.  As a condition, the legislation requires the County Executive to submit his 
proposed budget to the NYS State Comptroller. The State Comptroller must examine the 
proposed budget and make recommendations for any changes needed to bring the proposed 
budget into balance.  Such recommendations are made after the examination into the estimated 
of revenues and expenditures of the County. 
 
The County Legislature, must then review all recommendations made by the Comptroller and 
make adjustments to its proposed budget consistent with the recommendations contained in the 
report.  
 
The Comptroller’s Office completed an independent evaluation of the 2015 CEPB on November 
12, 2014 and found the significant revenue and expenditure projections were reasonable.  The 
Office noted that the budget included $3.4 million from mortgage recording tax and that the law 
permitting it was due to expire on February 21, 2015 and that if the legislature did not pass an 
extension of the law, the County faced a $2.9 shortfall.  This prompted the Comptroller’s single 
recommendation in the report: “The legislature must either, renew the mortgage recording tax, 
find another source of revenue or reduce appropriations to cover shortfalls.” 
 
The Legislature has included this item in the amended budget and has scheduled the requisite 
Public Hearing to extend the law. 
 
The Comptroller’s office will continue to review Rockland’s budgets for the next ten years in 
compliance with the Rockland County Deficit Financing Act. 
 
Framework for the Legislature’s Budget Review 
 
At the outset, Budget and Finance laid out a framework for approaching the 2015 budget by 
setting goals, reconciling projections and creating a strong plan for continued fiscal improvement 
in 2015. After three years of painful property tax increases, the Committee shared a vision of 
crafting a budget that met Rocklanders needs and didn’t exceed the State’s 2% tax cap.  
 
As mentioned in the timeline earlier, in June the Budget & Finance committee discussed a variety 
of Significant Budget Issues for 2015 including: Current Local Share Revenues; NYS Property 
Cap Calculation; Sales Tax on Residential Energy; Election Cost Chargebacks; Debt Service on 
Deficit Bond; Local Law #10 of 2012 – Rockland County Deficit Reduction Act (RCDRA); the 
pending Sale of Summit Park Nursing Home/Hospital; and the Comptrollers 2014 Budget Review 
and Recommendations.   
 
In September, at the request of Chairman Wolfe, Budget & Finance again discussed the pros and 
cons of the requirements of Local Law No. 10 in the current environment.  As noted previously, 
the circumstances under which the law was adopted had changed dramatically.  Despite multiple 
opportunities to work with the Legislature to craft a new plan that would be mutually agreeable, 
the County Executive remained silent on the issue.  
 
Following the presentation of the CEPB, the Legislature began a systematic review of the 
documents. Subsequent hearings were focused on Revenues, Summit Park, Deficit Reduction, 
State Mandates, Tax Bill Transparency, Non-Profit Contract Agencies, Economic Development, 
Allocated Costs, Sheriff Dept Review, Personnel & Program Changes, NYS Comptroller’s Report 
of Examination, O’Connor Davies Budget Analysis and Capital Projects.  Public interest in the 
process was very high this year. The meetings were generally well attended and in several 
instances we had overflow crowds from the public and interested parties. 
 
Based on the information from these hearings, legislators worked, individually and in groups, to 
develop ideas for improving the budget.  Legislative Fiscal Analyst Nicole Doliner, Finance Dept. 
staff and the consultants from O’Connor Davies contributed immensely to process.   
 
Over the last several budget cycles, this process has allowed the Legislature to reduce staffing to 
the lowest level in 30 years, authorize labor contracts that included salary freezes, deferred pay 
and increased contributions for health insurance; outsource Mental Health inpatient services, 
create the LDC to sell the Summit Park and raised much needed revenues by increasing the 
county property tax levy, creating a residential energy/sales tax and a hotel/motel tax. These 
deliberate measures (while not always popular) laid the foundation for rating agency upgrades, 
favorable treatment in the credit markets, steadily improving cash flows and tonight the 
opportunity for a 2015 budget, under the state’s two percent tax cap, that preserves public safety 
and invests in the Not-for-Profit organizations that strengthen the fabric of our communities. 
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Budget and Finance Committee Recommendations 
 
After careful analysis and consultation with department representatives, the public and the 
County’s financial consultants the Budget & Finance Committee makes the following 
recommendations: 
 
Amend Local Law #10 of 2012  
 
In 2012, Rockland County requested that the State Legislature approve a deficit reduction bond, 
which would have allowed the County of Rockland to bond an amount equivalent to the 2010 
audited deficit and pay the bond over a period of ten years.  The deficit reduction bond was 
approved by the Assembly but not approved by the State Senate.  At the time, with no 
expectation for home rule relief from the State Legislature and recognizing the need to take 
decisive action, the Rockland County Legislature enacted the Rockland County Deficit Reduction 
Act. The Act directed that the County allocate a sum of no less than $10 million on an annual 
recurring basis to reduce and eliminate the deficit in approximately ten years. 
 
In 2013, the Rockland County Legislature renewed its efforts to secure approval for a deficit 
reduction bond from the State Legislature.  In November 2013, the Governor signed the Rockland 
County Deficit Financing Act, which authorized the County to issue bonds for the sole purpose of 
allowing the County to bond its accumulated deficit in the amount of $96 million.  In 2014 the 
County issued and sold the deficit reduction bonds. The annual principle and interest on the 
deficit reduction bonds is approximately $13 million.  However, as the actual accumulated deficit 
now exceeded the authorized bond amount, the County was left with a remaining deficit of 
approximately $41 million.  The Committee recommends that the remaining deficit by paying it 
down at the same rate it had originally contemplated, that is, 10% per year.  The Committee 
believes it is prudent, reasonable and in the best interest of the taxpayers of Rockland County 
that the Legislature amend RCDRA by amending the annual recurring allocation from $10 million 
to at least $4 million.  In this way, both the deficit reduction bond and the remaining accumulated 
deficit will be paid off and eliminated concurrently. 
 
Mr. Day allocated $10.0 million for this purpose.  The proposed budget amendment calls for 
appropriating $5.0 million in 2015 and re-allocating the balance to aid in the restoration of vital 
services. 
 
Restoration of the Sheriff Patrol Division – A compelling case was made for the Patrol Division.  
In the interest of public safety and the strong advocacy of the local policing community, the 
Committee recommends restoration of 36 positions in the department and the reinstatement of 
expenses related to the Mounted Unit.  The Committee has abolished the vacant position of 
Patrol Sargent, reduced Jail OT by $380,000 and increased salary savings for the department to 
help offset the costs.   
 
Restoration of Not-for-Profit Contract Agencies - County Executive Day completely eliminated 
funding for Not-for-Profit contract agencies in the 2015 CEPB.  The elimination of funding for 
contract agencies will ultimately cost the county and its taxpayers more money than it would 
save.  The agencies had experienced a 40% reduction in funding over the last seven years. The 
Committee discussed various alternatives levels of funding these agencies but ultimately opted 
for full restoration $3.9 million this year. 
 
It is important to note that nonprofits are held accountable for producing results. In order to 
receive county funding, contract agencies must submit detailed applications including proposed 
programs and services along with goals, objectives and timelines. Detailed annual reports are 
required to document accomplishments.  Led by the Rockland Institute for Non-Profits the 
agencies are committed to a thorough cost-benefit analysis of the county's investment in a 
healthy nonprofit sector during 2015. 
 
Eliminate Outsourcing of Laundry Services – Restoration of the Laundry Services will result in a 
savings in 2015 of $140,095.  Any savings associated with eliminating the positions was more 
than offset by separation and vendor costs.  The Committee recognizes that the Laundry 
Services will cease upon the transfer of Summit Park to a new owner. 
 
Eliminate Outsourcing of Security Services - The Committee recommends the rejection of The 
CEPB proposal to outsource Security Services. The 12.5 positions cut in the CEPB have been 
restored at a cost of $9,665. 
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Reject New Positions and Raises - The Committee recommends the rejection of all new positions 
and raises at savings of $284,792.  
 
Abolish Vacant Positions - Nearly a million dollars in additional savings was achieved by 
abolishing ___ vacant positions.  In the Hospital Enterprise Fund the savings are $$523,264 and 
in the General Fund $400,283. 
 
Adjust Real Property Taxes to Meet Tax Cap - From the beginning of the process the Committee 
had established a goal of not exceeding the tax cap.  The proposed amendments have been 
balanced to achieve that goal. Under the state tax levy limitation law, municipalities can exceed 
the budget cap only when they pass a resolution to do so before adopting their budget. Failing to 
stay within the cap could mean that Rockland taxpayers could jeopardize rebate incentives from 
the state to offset tax increases. Since no public hearing is scheduled, exceeding the cap is a 
moot issue.  
 
The Committee proposes a levy of $107,978,376 or 1.9%.  The property tax increase would cost 
the average Rockland homeowner less than $20 more in County property taxes next year. The 
CEPB property tax levy increased by $2.1 million, or 2 percent, for a total tax levy of 
$108,078,380. 
 
On Tuesday, December 2, O’Connor Davies after reviewing the proposed amendments, offered 
an opinion that the CEPB had exceeded the cap by virtue of miscalculation.  Their contention was 
that one of the components, PILOTS, was understated by $100,004.  The Dept. of Finance 
disputes the finding.  However, the Committee chose to take the most conservative option and 
incorporated the adjustment. 
 
Miscellaneous – The Committee identified a number of areas to make reasonable adjustments 
including: utilities, contingency, General Services allocations and insurance.  Details appear on 
the schedules. 
 
The amendments were passed unanimously in Committee.  The so-called compromise plan had 
been circulated among legislators.  Those amendments were not moved or seconded in 
Committee.  
 
The changes, additions, deletions, subtractions and modifications to the budget submitted by the 
County Executive to this Legislative body on October 17, 2014 are attached to the accompanying 
resolution. 
 
Rockland’s Financial Condition & Economic Environment 
 
Rockland’s financial condition, though still in the early stages of recovery, is improving. 
  
A cap on Medicaid mandates has softened the blow for now.  Pension costs are leveling off after 
years of double digit increases and health care premiums are growing at a slower pace. 
 
Since the onset of the economic recession in 2007, local governments throughout New York and 
the country have faced serious challenges to their fiscal health. Rockland was no exception as 
the deficit grew to $138 million. We failed to recognize the threat and responded too slowly, not 
acting quickly enough to right-size services. County government relied too heavily on 
economically sensitive revenue streams that were often over estimated as well. We need to do 
better. We need to work together. 
 
The 2015 Budget, as amended, recognizes the causes of Rockland’s current predicament, 
identifies solutions and positions county government to move forward with greater certainty and 
financial stability. 
 
Acknowledgments 
 
The Committee wishes to thank our legislative staff and in particular Nicole Doliner, who as our 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst has been instrumental in working with the Legislature as well as with 
the Finance Dept. staff and our outside consultants, whose collective efforts have resulted in the 
Report of the Budget and Finance Committee tonight. I wish to thank and acknowledge the 
members of the Budget and Finance Committee and all the Legislators who attended our 
meetings, helped us discuss and debate these items and helped us to arrive at the conclusion we 
have come to this evening.  
 
I applaud the members of the County Legislature who have worked together in a non-partisan 
manner and showed their concern for the County as a whole and all its residents, not just 
individual districts.  The Committee collaborated in a non-partisan manner so as to result in this 
Report of the Budget and Finance Committee that we are voting on tonight. 
 
I really understate the case when I talk about Nicole's contribution.  We couldn't get through this 
process without her.  She is dedicated, she is diligent, she is persistent, she is thorough and she 
is generally right.  So thank you Nicole.   

________________ 



December 4 2014 1111 

 
Debate: 
 
Mr. Wieder 
 
Good evening ladies and gentleman. 
 
Before I give my remarks on the proposed 2015 budget I would also like to thank Nicole Doliner 
who is our very own Legislative Fiscal Analyst for her tireless dedication and amazing job.  The 
good people of Rockland County are surly appreciative. 
 
I also would like to thank Stephen DeGroat who is the County’s Commissioner of Finance and 
has worked very hard for the last few years in that capacity.  I mostly appreciate his honesty and 
straight forwardness. 
 
I would also like to commend my colleague Legislator Carey.  He has been a very productive 
member of this esteemed body.  His questions and comments are always thoughtful.  He has 
participated in many of the committee hearings even on those that he is not a member.  He was 
also very instrumental in starting the debate on the Charter change that has been overwhelmingly 
supported by the people of Rockland County and will certainly improve the entire budget process.  
But, I mostly commend him for trying very hard to take a budget that has been handed down by 
the County Executive, who is his friend and ally, and desperately trying to make lemonade out of 
a very sour lemon. 
 
But, ladies and gentlemen I can’t in good conscience support his proposal, for many reasons.  Let 
me just point to one, but very important reason, and that is the charge backs to the towns.  How 
can I who have been very vocal in criticizing State officials in Albany for passing down their 
obligations and mandates to local municipalities and not funding them, now turn around and do 
the same to our very own towns.  I ask - Who will pay the charge back of $1,800,000?  Who?  
The very same taxpayers.  I will not abdicate my responsibility to adopt a fiscal and sound budget 
by simply kicking the problem, literally, down the road to our local towns. 
 
Now to the issue at hand, the 2015 Rockland County Budget.  We currently have two proposals 
one by the County Executive and the other one currently being debated.  Both budgets are below 
the 2% tax cap.  However, despite the rhetoric, Facebook posts and social media innuendo there 
is a fundamental difference between the County Executives Budget and the one currently on the 
floor of the Legislature.  The difference is very clear and real simple.  Are we going to adopt the 
County Executive's budget, a budget that compromises public safety, a budget that disregards 
the tremendous work the non-for -profits do for the needy, elderly and animals, a budget that is 
sprinkled throughout with new patronage positions, a budget that brazenly and shamelessly 
increases salaries?  Or are we going to adopt a budget that strengthens the safety of the people 
in Rockland County, a budget that cherishes the good work done by these non-for-profits 
agencies, who by the way also bring in millions of dollars to the County, a budget that eliminates 
each and every new patronage job, a budget that slashes the reckless increase of salaries? 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, the choice is very simple.  I for one, will support and vote for a budget that 
is balanced, prudent, fiscally sound and uncompromising in public safety and the general welfare 
of the good people in Rockland County.  Mr. Chairman I will proudly vote yes on the current 
proposed 2015 budget.  
 
And one more final point, I'll take my hat off to the Chairperson of the Budget and Finance 
Committee Legislator Michael Grant.  He has been terrific.  He should get a round of applause.  
He should get a standing ovation.   
 
Thank you very much and may God bless the good people of Rockland County. 
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Mr. Kantrowitz 
 
On Oct 16th I attended the County Executives announcement of his 2015 budget.  It was at the 
New City Library and it's available on line.  You can see in the video that I asked 2 questions at 
the end, about 38 minutes in, both related to the Sheriff’s Department.  I asked Mr. Day if the 
Anemone Report, which he was relying upon, said he should cut the Patrol Division and I then 
asked if there was any analysis as to the cost of those cuts on the towns and villages.  His 
response, which is on tape, was that the Report said that he could cut the Patrol and there would 
be zero impact on the towns and Villages.  We know today that neither of those statements was 
accurate.  Mr. Day said that his patrol cuts would take only 2 cars off the road, that’s it, backup 
cars not needed.  We know that is not accurate.  The cuts effectively decimate the Sheriff’s 
Department due to the civil service rules.  Just a week or so ago I asked Steve Powers if that was 
just a mistake and that maybe the County Executive didn’t know what the real impact would be 
due to the seniority and civil service rules.  Or did he know?  Mr. Powers said, "he knew."  So 
again the 2 patrol car scenario that he touted was inaccurate.  
 
When the backlash against Mr. Day started, he back pedaled a little and on social media said that 
the cuts were mandated by an 11th hour surprise that the Deficit Reduction Act required a 
$10,000,000 reduction.  We know that also is not accurate, because he voted for the act in 2012 
and we’ve been discussing changing the Act for months due to the fact that the deficit financing 
bonds were issued, and even the County Executive knew that the law could be changed, 
because he talked about changing the law at his budget announcement.  So that claim of a last 
minute “surprise” was not accurate.  At times The County Executive seems to be defending his 
cuts as good decisions, and at other times he was saying that it was his only option.  Neither 
claim were accurate.   
 
For 11 months I’ve listened to the self-congratulatory praise the County Executive gives himself, 
taking credit for the 2014 improvements in Rockland’s fiscal status, the bond ratings etc., 
improvements which he had very little or perhaps absolutely nothing at all to do with.  The fact is 
that the improvement in Rockland’s fiscal stability and bond ratings were the result of the action 
this Legislature took over the last few years, long before I was here; action which included both 
cost cutting and tax increases to start the fiscal healing process.  The 2014 operating budget was 
pretty close to spot on, except for the losses caused by the Hospital, which is still draining the 
county to the tune of almost $2,000,000 per month.  The 2014 budget was the result of excellent 
work, but guess who voted against it in 2013?  Fact, then Legislator Ed Day. 
 
The County Executive had 10 plus months to devise a strategy to address deficit reduction and 
cost cutting; he had 10 plus months to respond to the countless mentions at Legislative meetings 
of amending the Deficit Reduction Act to reduce the $10,000,000 annual deficit reduction 
requirement, because that law was passed prior to the issuance of the $96,000,l000 in Deficit 
Reduction Bonds.  Those Bonds themselves provide a mandatory schedule of paying off 
$96,000,000 of debt over 10 years.  The remaining deficit of about $40,000,000 (much of it from 
the Hospital) should be reduced as well, but certainly not at the rate of $10,000,000 per year, 
which was the amount required when the deficit was $100,000,000 and there were no bonds 
issued.  The remaining $40,000,000 in deficit should be paid off over the same time as the Deficit 
Bonds so that the County is deficit free no later than 10 years from today.  
 
I attended a meeting with several members of the Legislature, the County Executive and his 
financial staff and Mr. Day talked about the Sheriff’s Patrol and said that it is not being cut and the 
non-profits were going to be reviewed and evaluated individually to determine the services 
provided.  I thought to myself that would have required some serious attention and effort, but it 
was not done.  Instead of taking the time to look at the valuable services provided by many of the 
non-profits to the neediest and most vulnerable members of our community, the County 
Executive just cut 100% of all funding.  No determination was made as to how that would affect 
service to the community and the cost to the County to replace the necessary services previously 
provided by the non-profits.  
 
The original proposed budget was all about politics.  It was about attacking an independently 
elected Sheriff so that the County Executive can run his own hand-picked candidate against him 
next year.  It was about cutting 100% of the non-profits.  It was about shifting the burden of 
creating a responsible budget to the 17 legislators who only have a few weeks, not 10 months, to 
review thousands of line items and take the political brunt of making sensible decisions.  All 17 
Legislators are up for election next year and I am sure there will be a slate of County Executive's 
“hand-picked” candidates to run against them.   



December 4 2014 1113 

 
The Legislature, in just 6 weeks, has proposed a new budget with line-by-line changes.  Under 
the leadership of Michael Grant, the Budget and Finance Committee met 3-4 times a week over 
the last six or seven weeks, often without the benefit of members of the County Executive’s staff 
showing up to meetings to address questions.  And yet, the Legislature has now proposed a 
better, more thought out and less costly budget than the County Executive proposed.  Why?  
Because the Legislature as a whole is concerned more about people and good government than 
politics.  Is this budget perfect?  No, but it is way better for the future of our County than the one 
originally proposed.  Would I have liked to see a closer analysis of each County department and 
each non-profit, of course, but we didn’t have 10 months to conduct a review, that was what the 
County Executive was supposed to be doing over this past year.  
 
A good budget is a reflection of what is important.  Just as families must decide how best to 
spend their money, government must allocate its resources intelligently and purposefully to 
accomplish necessary goals.  Paying down debt is certainly an extremely important and fiscally 
sound, but no family would pre-pay its mortgage with money needed to operate the family 
business and thereby lose the business income needed to survive.  No business would pay down 
more debt than required if it meant that the business would be so short of cash it couldn’t pay its 
employees who did the work to generate the business income.   
 
Our County’s non-profits serve the most needy and poorest members of our community in a cost 
effective and efficient manner.  Hospice, VCS, the Center for Safety and Change, Legal Aid,  
Hi-Tor, Big Brothers/Big Sisters are just a few of the agencies in my District 5 alone.   
Government is not capable of providing the services that these non-profits do for anywhere close 
to the cost of financial support that our County government provides those agencies.  For an 
investment of $3,900,000 in non-profits, the County gets back many times that in benefits. 
 
Cutting all funding to non-profits is a lose-lose proposition in the worst way.  The large number of 
jobs, the revenues, the local spending and the services that local non-profits contribute to the 
County economy have been outlined in detail elsewhere.  We can thank Mr. Trader for that.  The 
net financial loss to the County from cutting $3,200,000 in support to non-profits is a huge 
multiple of that small savings.  It simply makes no sense.  Imagine young families looking to settle 
in Rockland and finding out that we chose to eliminate funding for Hospice, Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters, The YMCA , the JCC Rockland, Rockland Center for the Arts, the Martin Luther King 
Center, Nyack Center and other countless agencies that improve the quality of life in Rockland.  
We can’t afford to support these agencies in our community?  Really? I s that our message?  
 
The people of Rockland deserved a better effort.  Mr. Day should have looked within his own 
administration and made cuts there rather than give his closest political aids substantial raises.  
He should have examined the huge negative fiscal impact of cutting 100% of non-profit funding 
and figuratively he should have used a scalpel instead of an axe to cut costs.  
 
Cutting 37 Sheriff’s deputies and expecting the towns and villages to pick up the slack borders on 
absurdity.  That is just tax shifting, not tax saving. The independent report that was prepared 
behind the Sheriff’s back calls for increasing the responsibility of the Sheriff’s Patrol not cutting it. 
The report says that cutting the Patrol will result in increased costs to the Towns.  The cost to the 
towns to pick up the slack is far more than the cost to the County of maintaining the services.  
The cuts result in the loss of the shared services that almost every town relies upon, BCI, Bomb 
Squad, the REACT TEAM\SWAT, Arson Investigation etc.  While the County Executive 
announced that he had the support of the Police Chiefs and Town Supervisors; that also was not 
accurate.   
 
I’ve had the privilege of working with Sheriff Falco over the last year.  I spent time with him touring 
the jail.  I spent time with him learning about his operations.  I reviewed the millions in cuts that he 
has made in his short time as our Sheriff.  The attacks on him by Ed Day are disgraceful and 
inaccurate, and are purely politically motivated.  Sheriff Lou Falco has worked a lot harder on 
addressing the budget than Ed Day has.  The Sheriff addressed items line-by-line, position-by-
position and he made cuts that were tough, but sensible, instead of thoughtless and lazy. 
 
The salt in the wound was the substantial salary increases to the County Executive’s Media 
Relations and Intergovernmental appointees in his inner circle, and a new $98,000 per year job 
for more Media Relations in the MIS department.  Our County Executive already governs via 
Facebook.  Is spending more money on getting his political message out on social media the best 
use of county funds?  Is that a better use of funds than feeding the poor, sheltering the homeless 
and protecting our community? 
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Planning a budget requires not just making hard decisions, but making smart decisions.  
Rockland deserves better than an 11th hour hatchet job and it is now getting it through the 
Legislature’s modifications to the proposed 2015 budget.   
 
Even the Commissioner of Finance recently acknowledged that it would be prudent to amend the 
law to provide for the balance of the deficit to be paid off over the life of the bonds.  I know that, 
because I asked him the question.  The sky is not falling in Rockland.  Our County Executive 
continues to talk about the crisis and disaster heading our way, even today on Facebook and in 
his column, but his Finance Commissioner, a very reputable, honorable and non-political person, 
Stephen DeGroat, tells a completely different story.  Governing through fear and divisiveness 
never works long term.  People must start paying closer attention.  Rockland deserves better than 
politics over people.  Look at all the people here today.  For months this place was empty.  I’m 
glad to see people are waking up.  There are a lot more out there that have yet to understand 
what is going on.  Don’t let a vocal minority with several Facebook pages and social media outlets 
tell you what is best for our County.  You deserve better.  I am only here until December 31, but 
until that last day I will continue to work to make Rockland County the great place I know it can 
be.  
 
It’s been a privilege to serve for this year and I am proud to support the Committee’s budget 
amendments. 
 
Mr. Hood, Jr. 
 
Barry, that was a great history and rundown on how things have gone.  You are going to be 
missed next year greatly and I hope that we see you again.  
 
I would like to thank everybody for coming out tonight.  I have met a lot of you over the last couple 
of months.  I think we have made some very great connections over the last couple of months 
and I hope that they stay for years.  We need to have you on our side in the future.   
 
I think about some of the things that Ed Day has done since the beginning of his term.  If I did 
those things or any of us up here did those things we would be crucified on social media, in the 
public and wouldn't get away with any of these things.  He has pretty much been lying to 
everybody, such as saying that he wouldn't cut the Sheriff's Department.  A week before the 
budget came out Sheriff Falco was told that his budget is fine and there were no cuts.  Then he 
did what he did.  How do you say that to somebody and then call them to let them know you 
changed your mind or something.  Who governs like that?  How is that acceptable?   
 
We had meetings in his office and told him that we are really concerned about the contract 
agencies and want to make sure they are not on the chopping block.  He told us there would be 
no cuts, and they are going to reevaluate and put them into different tiers.  None of that was 
done.  Where was the work that had to be done? 
 
He hired his friend to do a report on one department, a department that I think he is politically 
motivated to go after, and gave his hired friend $10,000 and got a report back that said what he 
wanted it to say or enough that he could hang his hat on.  How is that acceptable?  Then that 
friend will not even show up before the Public Safety Committee to answer questions.  How is 
that acceptable?  I am sending a letter to him asking him to pick the day/evening that he wants to 
come in, Mr. Anemone, if you are listening, pick the day and come in and answer some 
questions.  
 
What if our budget broke the cap?  What if our proposed budget went over the tax cap, which his 
did?  On social media it reads that it is only a small amount and not a big deal.  It is a big deal, 
because you lose other incentives on the State level if you go over the cap.  It wasn't $100,000 
that was the concern, because that can be fixed.  The loss of other things that could have 
happened is the big deal.  If we did that we would be crucified.   
 
I must say that his supporters are steadfast.  I have heard all kinds of things recently, because I 
did come out strong.  I created a page, because I wanted to get the truth out there.  I wanted to 
get our side out there, because he does control social media and I want to change that.  I only 
have 350 friends to his 4,000, but we are getting there and I am not going away.  It is not right 
what he has done the last ten months.  The other side does not listen to anything and they just 
see it one way.  They reelected him to fix our finances.  You know what?  Maybe he did, but is 
this the way it gets fixed, on the backs of the poor, on the backs of public safety.  I don't think that 
is what people wanted and I think he has heard that now.  He is doubling down and won't be 
deterred.  We are in for this for a number of years and I am going to be there to stand with all of 
you, because this isn't right.  I heard that he is threatening primaries against his own party.  
Imagine if we did that.  That would be totally unacceptable in our party.  I was in shock by that 
actually.  I think those are threats that are not going to happen, hopefully.   
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Let's look at some of the facts instead of the spin.  The non-profits are needed in this County.  
Non-profits do so much good work out there especially for a district like mine.  My district needs 
things like childcare.  Of course Clarkstown is wealthier than Haverstraw as a whole.  It is just not 
right to vote for things that only help your district.  We have to think about the whole County.  Our 
services help the poor and the needy and that is what County government does, for the most 
part.  Some people will never use those services, because they are better off.  To not vote for it 
will hurt this County as a whole.  Non-profits are needed and they need our funding.  There will be 
some that will go under without our funding and some will survive, but provide fewer services.   
 
A Sheriff is needed especially in small towns like Haverstraw and Stony Point.  They backup or 
officers all the time, at lease once a day.  All their special units are used.  I just read a report 
about a robbery in Ramapo that said they were assisted by the Rockland County Sheriff's unit.  
To say that this won't affect public safety is ridiculous.  To say that it won't affect your town bill is 
also ridiculous.  I don't know how these people are listening to this anymore.  I just don't get it.  
The other argument they make is that it is duplicated.  I don't think believe that either.  There are 
more patrol cars out there, because of the Rockland County Sheriff's Department.  There have 
been over 300 drunk drivers taken off the road the last few years that I think wouldn't be caught 
otherwise.   
 
They just want to use their argument without really listening to the facts and believe one side and 
that is why we have to stay committed to getting our message out of why you are needed, what 
you do and keep up the pressure.   
 
We have five town Supervisors that agree that the Sheriff is needed.  We have duly elected 
Supervisors that believe that non-profit agencies are also needed.  I think you have a majority of 
Legislators here that believe the same.  I bet most of the town's Council feel the same too.  We 
are talking of dozens of elected officials.  Are we all wrong?  I find Ed Day being right is very hard 
to believe.   
 
He talked about the eleventh hour change.  I have to go to a personal story, which I have not 
done before, because I really do not like to use my personal conversations with someone, but this 
has to come out.  It shows the way he does business and what we have been dealing with.  We 
had lunch this summer before the budget came out.  He pitched a 13% tax increase to me.  I 
said, "You know what, if that is what we need to do then let's talk about."  I did not agree to it, 
because I didn't know what he was going to do.  Later in the conversation he says to me, "You 
work with me on the tax increase or I am going to cut out everything and you are going to have to 
put it back."  You are telling me he didn't know that he was going to do this.  This is the summer 
time.  That is my personal experience and I don't like to do that, but I am fed up with this.   
 
I don't believe there is any change in the air, because of what came out today.  I believe he is 
doubling down on his position.  He says that he won't be deterred.  In that piece he says that our 
budget is political.  There is nothing more political than what he has done to the Sheriff.  He has a 
reason to go after the Sheriff, because he wants to run somebody next year, and that is not the 
way you govern.  You don't govern through politics.  Today he wrote, "The Sheriff is now hiding 
money, because he found $380,000, because he is working with us and cut his overtime that 
much to help us with our budgeting."  That money wasn't hiding.  He is deciding that next year he 
is going to work even harder then he has before to find savings, which he has already done to the 
tune of millions of dollars since he has been there.  Sheriff Falco has done more than anybody in 
County government, more than Ed Day, more than any department, to save us money and help 
our budgeting.  I thank you for that Sheriff Falco.  He has saved $9,000,000 since he has taken 
office.   
 
I love when he says, " I inherited this deficit and terrible financial position we are in."  You were 
here.   You sat here with us for years.  I remember one attempt at trying to change anything on 
the budget literally and it was a handwritten note that didn't add up.  It was a horrendous way to 
try to change the budget that did not work at all.  It didn't even save money.  So don't tell me you 
inherited it, you were here.  You voted on certain things.  I did like that Barry mentioned governing 
by fear and playing into people's fears that everything is doomsday.  Then again you take credit 
when things start to get better and he doesn't give any credit to anybody else.  This is not the way 
to govern.  You have to show leadership.  I also read comments on Facebook that "they" elected 
Ed Day to fix our financial situation.  Well that may be true, but I don't think they want to get rid of 
all our contract agencies; they are not for cutting the police and public safety, and to budget on 
the backs of the poor and the needy.  I will go into next year's election holding my head high and I 
hope that you all stay with us.  I am asking all Legislators to do the right thing.   
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I read that I hate Ed Day.  I do not hate Ed Day at all.  I dislike the way he has governed the last 
year.  I tried my hardest to be the one to work with him between his office and the Legislature.  It 
came to the point that I couldn't do it, because he was misleading the people, misleading me and 
it came down to when he lied to me about the Charter changes.  He ruined our relationship, but I 
hope to get it back at some point, but it is not there right now.  He said he wouldn't veto the 
Charter amendments if I took a certain provision out and so I took it out and he vetoed it anyway.  
We overrode it and it passed by a big margin so it shows that he doesn't say what goes on in this 
County.  That is where our relationship broke down.   
 
I am asking Mr. Day to change, be honest all the time and don't try to spin things your way every 
single time.  He said today that our budget is going to lead to $45,000,000 in additional borrowing 
or a 5% tax increase each year."  Where is he getting that number?  I have no idea.  He is just 
throwing it out there that somehow we are ruining the County when we are fixing this.  It just has 
no basis and fact whatsoever.  Who knows what we are going to borrow years from now.  Things 
might get better or things might get worse, but we don't know.  We are doing the best we can this 
year.  We will deal with 2016 next year.  I ask him also to work with us and not to demonize us 
and denigrate us on social media.  He recently called us a "disengaged Legislature."  How do say 
something like that?  He said that when I was working with him.  I am one of those people.  Then 
he is sorry and says that he didn't mean it and then he will go do it again anyway.   
 
I am committed to trying in the new year.  I am going to try to mend the relationship.  I am going 
to try my best to mend this fence next year, but I want to be clear that he is the one that burned 
that fence down.  I hope you all stay with us this year.  Let's keep these contract agencies, let's 
keep the Sheriff and let's keep the things that make Rockland County.  Thank you.   
 
Mrs. Cornell 
 
I’m on the Budget and Finance Committee, but the really hard work was done by our terrific Chair 
of B&F Michael Grant.  Michael, you are so smart and thoughtful and I know you agonized over 
the choices we need to make, but you always make the right choices and I thank you for that.  
Nicole Doliner, our one and only fiscal analyst who never stops working to find solutions and we 
appreciate you so very much, thank you.  Both Michael and Nicole really have my heartfelt thanks 
for producing a budget that fulfills our desire to keep under the 2% cap while still upholding the 
values we believe in; the safety of the public, the health of the public, the welfare of the public, 
and a Rockland that truly cares about easing the challenges facing the young, the old, and the 
infirm in a very complicated world. 
 
And by the way, the county is not in debt.  We are dealing with a deficit that is growing smaller, 
because of hard choices that have been made over the past few years.  Steve DeGroat, the 
Commissioner of Finance, tells us our bonds are sought after by investors.  This is not a sick 
County and as Legislator Kantrowitz so eloquently said, "the sky is not falling."  We have a 
balanced budget and we will be able to eliminate the deficit over the next few years. 
 
I take a lot of pride in the Sheriff’s Department.  I have worked closely with both Democrats and 
Republicans who hold that office.  With Tom Goldrick who was a key player in the domestic 
violence initiative STOP FEAR, which we developed with VCS and Rockland Family Shelter now 
known as Center for Safety and Change.  At that time it led to all police departments adopting an 
arrest policy rather than the “walk around the block and cool off policy."  Sheriff Kralik, my friend 
and buddy, we worked together to create the Homeland Security Task Force, which as I 
understand has become a model across the country for communities that came together and 
worked with the private sector, the government to insure that everyone had the kinds of plans that 
were needed should there ever be any kind of terrorist attempt here.  We have policies for the 
schools, businesses and for government.  I thank you Sheriff Kralik for that.   
 
Lou Falco has brilliantly run his department and we are so appreciative of that.  As you have 
heard he has cut his budgets only to be hit last year with a new mandate from the State to hire 15 
more correctional officers in the jail.  If the Sheriff's Department were to lose the 36 officers in the 
County Executive’s budget, this County would be losing the training and expertise of specialized 
units, which keep us all safe.  I would never do that.  
 
Let me talk a little bit about the contract agencies, the not-for-profit agencies that we call contract 
agencies.  By budgeting the same amount for each agency as they received this year, they are 
still receiving 40% less than in 2008.  Their cuts have been going on year after year, percent by 
percent.  They receive funds from County government, not as gifts or handouts, but for providing 
specific contractual services to meet identified community needs, needs that have changed as 
times have changed.  Those agencies spend a lot of time preparing their applications to County 
governments, specifying exactly what they will do with the money requested.  I don’t know what 
process was followed this year, but in past years two people in the Executive Branch, one from 
the County Executive's office and one from the Department of Finance closely examined these 
applications.  These agencies are also held accountable by their own Boards of Directors and in 
some cases by the State and Federal governments.  We in the Legislature, by the way, do not 
see the applications or the contracts that are signed.  
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I ‘m going to tell you a few of the things that I have seen in my years as a Legislator. 
 
Many years ago when I was first in the Legislature I got called by Stella Marrs.  Many of you know 
Stella Marrs who was a great advocate for the children and families of Rockland County and at 
that time she was Executive Director of the Martin Luther King Center.  She asked me to meet 
her in Spring Valley and she took me to a street where violence had erupted a few weeks earlier.  
We went together into a small house, and into a small bedroom with two small beds.  She 
showed me bullet holes just under a window, from bullets, which had gone through the wall from 
the street and into the wall on the opposite side of the room.  Had the children in the bedroom 
had they been sitting up or standing up they would have been hit, maybe killed.  Fortunately they 
were lying down in their beds at that time.   
 
In 1995 I participated in a conference run by The Child and Adolescent Workgroup.  These are 
mental health and health professionals in Rockland County government and the not-for-profit 
agencies.  There I learned about a Yale University program that brought family, school, 
government and community together to help every child achieve optimal development.  Yale 
called it the School of the 21st Century.  Rockland developed its own model; a not-for-profit 
organization based on the Yale program and called it 21st Century Collaborative for Children and 
Youth, now known as 21C.  Now, 18 years later, there are 40 Family Resource Centers based in 
schools, welcoming families, directing them to community resources and helping them in many 
ways.  It has a literacy-based home visiting program for toddlers from low income or non-English 
speaking families and that ensures that those children enter school at the same level as their 
more affluent peers and maintain or exceed as they proceed thru school.  All Rockland School 
Districts support 21C and have written letters. 
 
At a Rockland Family Shelter conference some years ago, a woman did something very brave:  
She told a large group of strangers about her past life, a nice house in a nice neighborhood, two 
children and a husband who beat her viciously.   When he left for work in the mornings, he would 
place a bullet on the table and tell her she could not leave the house, because if she did, he 
would kill her and he would harm their children. 
 
Why am I telling you this?  It’s because these are but a few of the episodes that opened my eyes 
to the challenges that face residents in Rockland County every day of the week.  So did hearings 
I held over the years about then-unspeakable subjects like HIV/AIDS, which not only resulted in 
the County opening a clinic, but also enabled the not-for-profit, TOUCH to get funding support to 
provide food and care for the ill.  Or at a hearing to explore the special problems faced by women 
who were addicted to drugs and alcohol.  A woman approached the microphone at one of my 
hearings, like others she remained nameless, but she said: “Harriet, you know me; you know my 
mother.  You don’t know that I’m an alcoholic.  My children were taken from me by the courts, but 
I’m sober now and want them back.”  I did know her mother who was a very prominent County 
government employee, and I did know the not-for-profit agencies which had helped her become 
sober and ready to be a parent again.     
 
The issues of children and youth are particularly close to my heart, because in many respects the 
orbit of their lives depends upon their earliest years.  Since they are our future, we should 
certainly find ways to find healthful, productive activities for kids and to prevent lawbreaking or the 
teen-age pregnancies that occur in after-school hours and summers.  Government-community 
not-for-profit partnerships were started:  The County started youth employment programs, and the 
job training was done by a not-for-profit.  The visual and performing arts are great outlets for 
children and youth, and a Theater Development program started with workshops so young people 
could perform, learn how to create and build scenery, become sound engineers and have fun.  
On Saturdays kids would come from all over Rockland to participate and soon Cornell 
Cooperative Extension was running the program. 
 
CANDLE, which had been in existence focusing on drug and alcohol prevention for youth, saw 
the anguish faced by many young people and began its work to help and support those who 
might be LGBT or questioning their sexuality. 
 
My colleague, unfortunately no longer living on this earth, VJ Pradhan used to call me the “Queen 
of Public Hearings” and I truly wear that title proudly, because it gave me such insight into the 
issues facing residents of all income levels, all races and religions and the work to address these 
issues being done by the not-for-profit sector, often in partnership with the work of County 
government. 
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I often wear a button saying Art Saves Lives—and so it does.  Rockland Center for the Arts 
sought and received state and foundation grants in order to provide arts education to the children 
of East Ramapo where the arts had been discontinued.  The Rockland Conservatory of Music 
enrolls every child who wishes to learn to sing or play an instrument whether or not the family can 
pay.  Yes, that saves lives.   
 
I could say something about the safety net provided by virtually every not-for-profit in the room.  
The Nyack Center which is open from breakfast to late at night, with activities, homework help 
and more. Big Brothers/Big Sisters with their mentoring and the program they run for the Family 
Court to court-ordered supervise visitation.  Child Care Resources, Helping Hands, which was 
embraced by the Legislature years ago because of its amazing volunteer effort to help the 
homeless.  Also, Home Aides of Rockland, Keep Rockland Beautiful, the MHA, HOSPICE, JCCY, 
Historical Society of Rockland etc.  I appreciate all of you here.   
 
Paul Trader with his team has been so helpful in documenting the money non-profits bring into 
the County and spend here as productive workers and volunteers.  They should be seen as 
economic development agencies to be fostered and cherished not cut loose. 
 
So, to shorten a very long story, I am proud of this budget.  I am proud of the Legislative 
Leadership Alden and Jay and Michael.  And to quote Ann Marie, who wrote me a lovely letter, 
from Cooperative Extension, (and I received many lovely letters from people in the audience) “I 
have always been proud of where I live but this year especially I am so proud of the people who 
represent me in the county Legislature.”  I wanted you my colleagues to hear that.  Thank you, 
Ann Marie and all who have written and rallied.  Rockland non-profits matter.  I will vote for this 
budget and ask all my colleagues, Democrats and Republicans, to vote with me.  Thank you.  
 
Mr. Carey 
 
I will not be voting for this budget tonight.  Thank you.  
 
Mrs. Low-Hogan 
 
I wholeheartedly endorse that budget that the Budget and Finance Committee put forward and I 
want to share some of my reasoning.   
 
Since 2012 when I first started here on the Legislature, I along with many of my colleagues have 
been consistently making difficult decisions, all with the goal of improving the fiscal condition of 
our County.  Among other things we have increased certain taxes and we have charged back 
certain costs to the towns.  This was hard medicine to swallow, and these things were not easy to 
do, but they were necessary at that time to right our financial ship and improve our bond rating.  
We are finally seeing the fruits of these difficult decisions and I have no plans to go back to where 
we were. 
 
It is with this backdrop that I am able to say with confidence that I support the budget proposed by 
the Budget and Finance Committee for several reasons: 
 

1. I feel confident that the $5,000,000 set aside for deficit reduction is an appropriate and 
fiscally responsible amount, given the fact that our outstanding deficit has now been 
reduced to approximately $41,000,000.  So $5,000,000 is actually more than the 10% 
than the amount of the remaining deficit.  

2. I do not think it is appropriate to give select administrative staff 15% and 18% raises, at 
this time, and at a time when other staff positions are in peril and when others have not 
received a raise in years.  While I am open to considering changing certain individuals’ 
job descriptions and titles, I do not support granting such huge raises at this time. 

3. I am very pleased that we have been able to accomplish all of this and not exceed the 
2% tax cap. 

4. I believe we have carefully reviewed the outsourcing proposals from the County 
Executive and have made the right determinations when considering whether outsourcing 
of a particular function will, in fact, save or cost the County money, along with whether or 
not these functions will eventually be assumed by others, and balanced that with whether 
County employees should lose their jobs right now, again, given our improving fiscal 
situation today. 

5. I support the reallocation of funds to the REDC, and I do not support the transmission of 
half of the REDC County allocation to the County Department of Economic Development 
at this time.  There is too much evidence that the REDC is a significant driver of 
economic vitality in our County, and not enough evidence that the County Department of 
Economic Development has been successful in doing so.  I urge the Department of 
Economic Development to demonstrate measurable success with respect to creating new 
strategic partners, attracting new businesses and stimulating our local economy, so 
moving forward we can support them with additional funding in the Budget process. 
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6. With respect to the cuts to the Sheriff’s department, proposed by the County Executive, I 

cannot support these cuts for several reasons.  First, it is impossible for me to evaluate 
the quality of the recommendations from either the County Executive or the Anemone 
Study, when the Study was conducted in such a non-transparent way.   If the County 
Executive wants to conduct a serious and impartial efficiency review of any department, I 
urge him to utilize an RFP process to identify a consultant or outside expert reviewer, and 
to inform and involve the Legislature and the department head each step along the way.  
Secondly, while I am open to conducting an impartial review of any department, I have 
concerns about overstepping the bounds of the departments that are headed by duly 
elected public officials, such as the Sheriff and District Attorney.  Third, the concepts of 
“shared services” and “interagency cooperation” represent to me the potential for 
efficiencies and cost savings.  Again, without the benefit of having an impartial, 
transparent study or expert to rely upon, it seems to me that the Sheriff’s department’s 
non-competitive role as “Service Agency” to the Towns and Villages is a positive, and not 
a negative.  Finally, I cannot endorse the negative impact the proposed cuts would have 
on the specialized units that are so critical to our County’s and region’s safety and 
security. 

7. Last, but not least, let me talk about the contract agencies.   
 

The Nonprofit Agencies in my mind represent the bedrock upon which our thriving community 
rests.  Since the 1880’s when the first Dominican Sisters and others like them arrived to serve the 
destitute children of New York City immigrants, Rockland County has been relying on its vast and 
solid network of non-profit agencies to serve our community. 
 
Non-profit Agencies in Rockland County are an enduring part of the ideal partnership between the 
governmental and non-governmental sectors.   
 
It is ironic that we are at odds with the County Executive when the Sheriff's Patrol and the 
contract agencies represent sharing services and require less government and result in less costs 
to the taxpayer.   
 
As was mentioned, the proposed budget cut to the non-profit agencies represents ½ of 1% of the 
County Executive’s proposed Rockland County Budget of $772,000,000.  A seemingly small 
amount in the scheme of the entire budget, but this small investment on the part of the County 
enables the non-profit agencies to leverage this financial support and to garner additional 
resources from other funding sources.  Talk about return on investment.   
 
Since it is true that a Budget, more than a set of numbers, is actually a statement of values and 
priorities, all of us need to realize that budget time is an opportunity to define those priorities, 
reinforce our values and shape the future of our community.  The proposed changes passed by 
the Budget and Finance Committee represent those values and priorities, and may include fiscal 
soundness, a balance of fiscal prudence with support for staff and programs, equity, and concern 
for the weakest among us. 
 
This is balance.  These are our values.  This is who we are.  Thank you.  
 
Mr. Meyers 
 
I don't have any prepared remarks for tonight, but I have a few thoughts that I want to share with 
all of you.  A few of my fellow Legislators said that the sky is not falling in Rockland County.  We 
are the most fiscally stressed County in the State of New York, as designated by the 
Comptroller's office.  So think about that.  My wife and I sometimes drive up the Berkshires, we 
pass villages and towns where there are abandoned barns and you wonder how anybody can live 
there or have any money to sustain themselves.  They are better off than we are.  They are less 
fiscally stressed than we are.  Upstate New York, like Buffalo, which have been in the doldrums 
for 25 years now are better off than we are.  They are less fiscally stressed than we are, because 
we are the most fiscally stressed County in the State of New York.  I also live in the most fiscally 
town in the State of New York - the Town of Ramapo.  I also represent the most fiscally stressed 
village in the State of New York - parts of Suffern.  So the sky in falling in Rockland County, I am 
sorry to tell you, but I think you already know that.  I don't blame any of you for being here.  You 
have every right to be here, you have families to support, and you believe in the work that you do 
and the not-for-profits are doing important work for the citizens of our County and you want to be 
here.  If you eliminated the people in the room who are affiliated with the Sheriff's Patrol and you 
eliminated the not-for-profit that are here this room would be empty like it usually is.  That is just 
an observation and I don't want anyone sitting up here to delude themselves into thinking wow we 
got a lot of good public participation.  We have the people who have direct interest in their line 
items in the budget being cut who are here tonight.  Again, you all have absolutely every right to 
be here.  We haven't heard from the public at large except for a few.  There has not been an 
outpouring of public attention on the budget; it is the people who are directly affected.  I just 
thought that was worth mentioning.   
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A number of my colleagues have said that we have made the hard decisions.  When politicians 
say that they have made the hard decisions they just mean that they have raised your taxes in a 
year when they are not up for election.  We have raised the hotel motel tax, we imposed an 
energy tax, and we had an 18% tax increase two years ago and a 10% tax increase for 2014.  
Suddenly the tax increase for 2015 is only 2%.   
 
We have a bad situation in this County and I am not saying that everything that Ed has done has 
been right in the way he rolled out the budget.  The droning on about who said what about whom 
and when is disinteresting to me personally, but maybe interesting to others.  I think about mostly 
when I think about politicians like the President or the Governor or the County Executive is there 
is really only one person in County government who has to stay up into the wee hours of the 
morning worrying that everything is going to collapse on his watch.  There is no responsibility 
here.  We have presided over increasing deficits that have led us to becoming the most fiscally 
stressed County in the State of New York.  Many of the people sitting up here that tell you now 
that they know what we ought to do presided over that and passed budgets that had increasing 
amounts of revenue expectations when they knew that they were wrong.  Mr. DeSantis told us 
they were wrong and they passed them.  Some people did vote against those budgets.  I had said 
for years that we need to cut to the bone.  Tom Ninan said earlier that he is tired of it being on the 
backs of the workers.  Well, the biggest expense in any government is the workers.  It is terrible 
for people to be laid off and that sort of thing, but if you want to cut costs in private or government 
you have to lay off people or raise revenue.   
 
Payer higher and higher taxes makes it less livable in Rockland County.  As for the town charge 
backs, yes I support it and did all along.  We passed it two years ago and the towns put it in their 
budgets for 2014 and then we gave them the gift where we didn't make them pay it even thought 
they budgeted for it so they have the surplus in their accounts to pay for it.  It is their cost.  A case 
recently came down in Nassau County where a town sued the County, because of the charge 
backs and they lost. It is a town cost.  It is not a County cost.  It belongs to the towns.  It doesn't 
belong to us.  We are in a bad way now.  Some of the towns are doing much better than us, not 
Ramapo, but others.  They need to pick up that cost, which is their cost, not ours.   
 
From the very beginning of this process I thought we needed to restore 75% of the not-for-profit 
funding, as a compromise.  I wouldn't support ten people being laid off in the Sheriff's 
Department.  I know that you guys would not be happy with that, but that was my thinking.  
Decimating the Patrol Division was unacceptable to me.  I can possibly see some modest layoffs, 
which would not impact the specialty areas in the Sheriff's Department.  Why was it focused just 
on the Sheriff's Department?  I am not sure I have an answer to that.  Some people have 
suggested answers and I am not discrediting their answers.  I also favored the elimination of the 
General Services administration at the County level, just the upper layer, which would have saved 
a couple of million dollars.  I think there are other places where you can cut across and I don't 
know why it wasn't spread around the entire County workforce, but I do believe that we could lose 
a few people unfortunately in the Sheriff's Patrol and still be able to do what we need to do in this 
County.  I think we could lose people in other areas of County government.  It is not pleasant, but 
it could be done.   
 
Next year we have to pay our payment on the deficit bond, which will be $13,000,000.  We will 
have $4,000,000 left over from this year on the premium.  Where are we going to come up with 
the other $9,000,000?  That is a lot of money.  Look what Ed did when he had to come up with 
$10,000,000 this year, which made all of you so angry.  Next year we have to come up with 
$9,000,000, plus the cost of doing business in the County goes up every year too.  What are we 
going to do, raise taxes 20%?  Thank you.  
 
Mrs. Paul 
 
I want to thank Legislator Grant, Nicole Doliner and the members of the Budget and Finance 
Committee for doing a great job in preparing a budget and keeping under the 2% tax cap.   
 
We must think of our non-profit contract agencies and our Sheriff's Department as investments in 
our infrastructure. If we build a weak infrastructure now, by cutting the important and preventative 
services these agencies provide, we will pay millions for it  down the road.   

 
Before I became a legislator, I was very involved in our community, serving on various boards 
and volunteering with a number of charities. I did so with the goal in mind of making our 
community a better place.  My goal of giving back to our community did not change when I was 
elected as a legislator three years ago.  At that time, the county was facing some difficult financial 
challenges and some hard choices had to be made.  My vote tonight is for a fiscally prudent 
budget that stays within the 2% tax cap while also representing our values as a community. 
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As a nurse for over 30 years, I have a deep concern for the many non-profit agencies that provide 
essential, life-saving services to our community that our county government simply cannot 
provide.  These contract agencies aren't just helping people through health and emotional crises; 
they are putting people back to work, not to mention the thousands they employ.  I am the 
President of the Nanuet Lions Club and much of our focus is on serving the needs of the visually 
impaired, so the work that the Association for the Visually Impaired does to enable people to stay 
in or re-enter the workforce should be fully supported.  A woman who faces the horrors of 
domestic violence or rape relies on a place like the Center for Safety Change; and with the 
resources they provide, women can maintain or seek employment.  A family member struggling to 
maintain their family's income while worrying about a sick loved one, doesn't have to risk their job 
when United Hospice of Rockland or Home Aides are there in their time of need.  Parents 
shouldn't have to choose between work and daycare, like the West Street Child Care Center and 
the Child Care Resources of Rockland in Spring Valley or the Rockland Worksite Day Care 
Center in Pomona.  Furthermore, the idea of abandoning our only animal shelter and our animals 
that have no voice is absurd and unacceptable. 
 
When Big Brothers & Sisters, who work with our Family Court along with the Sheriff's Patrol, 
helps a child in crisis, what greater cost are we preventing in the future by making that 
investment?  When we invest in our children by investing in the invaluable services provided by 
Head Start, Volunteer Counseling Service, CANDLE, and so many more, we are investing in our 
future and saving ourselves from far more costly services needed when situations reach a crisis 
level.  Just as we cannot simply pass the cost down to our towns with chargebacks, we cannot 
pass the costs of a weakened society down to our residents. 
 
Rockland has had several bomb threats this year and we are in close proximity to NYC, the 
biggest terrorist target in the world, and a nuclear reactor. Our Sheriff's Department provides 
essential services for our public safety and some of these officers are Veterans.  I want to 
applaud the outstanding job they do every day out there risking their lives to protect our safety 
and to provide services to the towns that they do not have in their budgets.  I cannot support a 
budget that passes these expenses at a far greater cost onto the town and village taxpayers.  The 
very thought of telling a Veteran who fought to protect our freedoms and decided to come home 
to serve and protect Rockland County in the Sheriff's Department and raise a family here, that 
their service is no longer valued, makes me sick.   
 
Cutting non-profit contract agencies and our Sheriff's Department is not only fiscally irresponsible, 
but it does not reflect our common values as a community. We have heard from you the people of 
Rockland County and the values you hold dear.  We have listened and I am proud to vote for a 
budget that represents our shared values.  Thank you all for coming.   
 
Mr. Schoenberger 
 
Let me begin by saying something that I think has to be said with reference to the public and your 
participation tonight.  I know you are here, because you are interested and concerned and that 
you care about Rockland County and the people of Rockland County.  Your concerns should not 
be diminished or cavalierly dismissed.  You are important, your jobs are important and your 
families are important to the vast majority of us, as you will see in a little while when we vote.   
 
I sit here and I think to myself, what would our County Executive Ed Day say if he were sitting 
here tonight?  What would he feel about this budget?  What would he say?  So to figure that out I 
went back to some of the past years when Ed was here.  I am going to pick out a couple of 
statements from a couple of years and read them to you.   
 
December 7, 2010, Mr. Day says, "With some reflection upon my five years here, what comes to 
mind tonight is where we are instead of where we are supposed to be.  According to the County 
Charter, we are supposed to be partners in a process.  We are supposed to have a transparent 
and thought-out budget laid out for us, at which time we, singularly and collectively, review, 
amend, hopefully improve and adopt it.  Most importantly, the process is supposed to keep the 
good of the people of this County at the forefront.  With an understanding that I do not say this to 
be critical of the County Executive or anyone else, in my few years here, I have seen this process 
degenerate.  We in the Legislature often operate somewhat in the blind, because we do not have 
our hands into the day-to-day operations of government, and frankly despite some of my 
colleague’s thoughts, this government was not designed for us to be intimately involved in those 
daily operations.  While some of us have specific skills we can bring to the table in service to the 
process, the requisite skills lie within our managers reporting to the County Executive.  This is all 
the more reason why we need an absolute level of trust and clarity between the two branches of 
government.  Without that, the best intentions of the County Charter is doomed to failure and that 
failure affects the people."  This is my favorite, "I want to acknowledge Budget and Finance Chair, 
Ilan Schoenberger for his yeoman’s work again this year with the submitted budget, and also 
acknowledge what my colleagues continue to bring to this process." 
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December 5, 2013, Mr. Day says, "But what I will assure the people of this County, and my 
colleagues here in the Legislature, that out of this symbolic vote will come an end to the days of 
getting budgets that they have to grapple with in the manner we have been doing over the past 
few years. We will no longer have a situation where the people’s pockets are the casualties of a 
devolved relationship between two branches of government.  My soon to be former colleagues 
will be part of the process early and we will look to work together. Frankly, we have no other 
option because a continuation on this path will just drive our neighbors away."   
 
So, here we are today one year later.  What does the County Executive's budget contain?  It 
contains raises for his staff, 10% for one person, 15% for another person.  It contains new 
patronage positions - Office of the County Executive 3 new positions = $240,000, Office of the 
County Attorney 5 new positions = $500,000, a new position in the Department of Personal = 
$86,000, a new position as a Assistant Director of Purchasing = $86,000, 2 positions in the MIS 
Department of Public Relations and Media Systems person $98,800 and Administrator = 
$73,000.  My calculations are over a million dollars in new positions while you and you and you 
are being told we do not have enough money for you.  What message does that give to the 
unions, which he is sitting down with and negotiating contracts for?  If his own staff can get a 10% 
raise for one person, a 15% raise for the next person then what are the unions going to expect at 
the table.   
 
What also strikes me is that on all his FaceBook messages and posts this is the item he forgets to 
mention.  He forgets to mention the raises and new jobs.  I wonder why.   
 
I have a letter here addressed to Ed Day dated December 2, 2014 from Rockland Business 
Leaders, 25 of them in total, asking him to not to cut the contract agencies, explaining why it is 
bad for the County and why it is bad for everybody.  I have a letter here dated November 25, 
2014 from the Board of Trustees of the Nyack School District urging that the contract agencies 
not be cut.  Are all those people only out for their own interests, only here, because they have 
their own jobs?  I don't think so.  They are writing letters to the County Executive, and us because 
they care about this County.   
 
Despite what the County Executive said about a better process I will tell you how crazy it is.  The 
Sheriff of Rockland County voluntarily agreed, after doing $9,000,000 in cuts over seven years in 
his budget, to cut overtime by another $380,000, because he wants to help.  The County 
Executive accused him of outrageously squirreling away the money.  This is the County 
Executive who supervised every department day-to-day.  Wouldn't he know where the money is?  
Maybe, just maybe and I believe this to be true, the Sheriff is a true public servant and is willing to 
cut his departments budget to save taxpayers money.   
 
It all comes down to trust.  In a few minutes I expect there to be a motion for some compromised 
plan and while I think the Legislators who propose it probably mean well you have to be able to 
trust that if you reach a compromise the County Executive would stand with the compromise.  It 
comes down to trust.  There is a whole world of business that operates on trust.  If you go down 
to the Stock Market and one buyer who represents a company goes to the seller or who sells 
shares of stock and he tells him he will buy a million shares at a hundred dollars per share they 
take out a piece of paper and make note with his name, how many shares and what the price is.  
They don't sign contracts on the floor.  They then reconcile within two or three days.  Say he buys 
a million shares at $100 per share and three hours later in the afternoon the stock has gone up to 
$150 per share the seller doesn't turn around and say that you misunderstood me I didn't say 
that.  If they did the financial system will collapse, but even more important no buyer of stocks will 
ever deal with that seller again.  You can't function without honesty and trust.   
 
If you can't trust and rely on the word of the County Executive of Rockland County, how do you 
do business with him?  That is what is in my mind when the proposal comes up for a 
compromise.  I may be able to trust some of the Legislators words here, but can I trust the County 
Executive.  Legislator Hood told us that he sat down with the County Executive and the County 
Executive asked him to change certain things in the Charter Reform and then he would not veto 
it, and we did change the Charter, and he did veto it anyway.  For those of you who don't know he 
had to be on the Legislators desk on a certain day, which is was, and an hour before that he sent 
over a letter with changes otherwise he will veto it.  If you can't believe somebody's word how do 
you do business with him?  The answer is, you don't.   
 
My thanks to Michael Grant, Nicole Doliner, Chairman Alden Wolfe and the members of the 
Budget and Finance Committee and the Legislators who are not members who attended many of 
the meetings.  There are some Legislators here who have not attended a single meeting and I do 
not offer them my thanks.  You can figure out who they are.  Thank youl.  



December 4 2014 1123 

 
Mr. Soskin 
 
I support this amended budget.  Why do I support it?  It does three things, which are responding 
to our citizen's desires.  Security by keeping the Sheriff's Patrol Division, compassion by restoring 
funding to contract agencies and most filled positions and best of all the tax cap of 2% was not 
exceeded.   
 
I read in the newspaper that the Patrol Division was top heavy and they had too may bosses and 
not enough Indians.  The Sheriff Department has many specialists in many fields, which include 
the Arson Division, the Bomb Squad, etc, too many for me to remember, so of course you have a 
lot of bosses.  When the bosses aren't busy they are out on patrol.  No time is being wasted.  You 
heard that our Sheriff saved us a lot of money.   
 
Contract agencies help the poor, the homeless and the hungry.  I have heard that we have 
duplications of services in different areas, and yes we do, because our County is like New York 
City - a melting pot - we have many ethnic and religious groups.  In Haverstraw we have Latin 
Americans, in Spring Valley there are African Americans, Haitians, Latin Americans, Indians and 
many others, and in Monsey there are African Americans and Jewish people (not a race, a 
religion).  Different religions have different persuasions.  In Monsey there are reformed to Hasidic.  
In Nanuet you have Latin Americans.  By having all of these non-profits getting funding from 
Rockland County it gives them the key to get funding in the form of donations and grants from out 
of the County, including the State and Federal government and private funding.  There is a lot of 
private money that goes to various charities.  
 
The big thing here in Rockland County is we need everybody to try and get along together and 
understand each other.  Legal cases that we have here only takes away from public funding like a 
school district that spent $6,000,000 on legal fees.  Unnecessary.  Some people came down here 
and said that it is all for the kids.  If it is for the kids then lets not have battles and spend money 
on legal fees.  I believe in positive thinking.   
 
A budget is an estimate.  We worked very hard to get this estimate as accurate as possible.  We 
didn't want to overestimate the income or underestimate the expenses.  We spent weeks on this 
and as a result of that we have arrived at this compromise.  I want to thank Michael Grant, 
Chairman of Budget and Finance Committee and our Chair Alden Wolfe.  I want to thank Nicole 
Doliner, who did a yeomen's job and is one person who worked on all these schedules.  Sheriff 
Falco did his share for his people and you can be proud of your boss.  Legislator Chris Carey had 
a different opinion about this budget and deserves a lot of credit putting a lot of effort into that.  
He did the best he could for the County even though we may not agree, but he tried.  Just to 
show how important this budget is and the feeling behind it I see here our former Finance 
Commissioner Chris Kopf, who came to see how things are coming along.  I see our auditors 
here, and I am sure they are not getting any retainer for tonight.  I want to thank our Director of 
Finance, Stephen DeGroat, and our Budget Director, Steve Grogan.  Lastly, as I have said many 
times, I want to thank all of you out there.  You had a reason to come down.  You had to defend 
your positions, you agencies and that is a natural thing, but more important you audited the 
budget.  I am an account by trade.  You came down and you are looking at what we are doing 
and how we are doing it and that is very important.  We are here and we are listening.   
 
I know that the people of Rockland County will appreciate everything that we are doing tonight.  
Those who don't may be a little selfish questioning why they have to take care of somebody else.  
In this world you have to take care of other people.  You never know when you are going to be 
down below.  I thank you and apologize for speaking for so long.   
 
Mr. Earl 
 
I want to thank each and every one of you for coming out tonight, especially all our Sheriff officers 
and CSEA, who have been very supportive throughout this process.  The contents of this budget 
you have been briefed on so I am not going to be redundant with that.  There is an officer holding 
a sign that has been resonating to me all night that reads, "Dishonest Day."  It takes me down 
memory lane.  Almost two months ago Legislator Hood, Kantrowitz and I were in County 
Executive Day's office and we asked him about the not-for-profits.  He said that they would have 
an oversight committee on those.  I said that was not a problem, because they have to account 
for all the money they receive.  I took him for his word.  I can confirm what Legislator Hood said 
that we agreed not to diminish the Sheriff's services.  Ed Day agreed that he would not to 
diminish the Sheriff's services.  After that meeting I told the Martin Luther King Center that their 
funds would be replenished.  A couple of weeks later I went to the Martin Luther King Center for a 
thank you breakfast and now I have to explain to a packed house that they were done to zero 
funding.  They looked at me like, unbelievable.  Once you tell a lie to me there is really nothing to 
say that you can say to me again.  I won't trust you again.  It is going to be a difficult few years 
working with this County Executive.   
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I want to thank all my colleagues that worked on the budget, especially our Chair Michael Grant 
and Nicole Doliner, Financial Analyst.  Also, I would like to make mention that I don't know where 
we would have been without Nicole Doliner doing most of the heavy lifting with this budget along 
with Michael Grant.   
 
Sheriff Kralik summed it up best by saying that our County Executive Mr. Day does not keep his 
word.  Mr. Day passed the buck to the Legislators.  Well, he sure did.  I look back at the budget 
as we were going through the process and I remember the help that O'Conner and Davis gave us 
and we are very appreciative.  I also looked at their proposals from years before that and they 
were right on the money and we are very appreciative.  They also found that we would have gone 
over the tax cap with the original budget.  A special thanks to the Sheriff's Department.  There is 
no department head that has worked harder with this body then Sheriff Kralik.  I am proud of our 
Sheriff's Department.  He gave us a really nice tour of his department and let's us know what we 
are voting on and what they are doing over there.  We were very appreciative, because they have 
kept this County safe and we thank you for that.  I am proud to say that I will be voting yes on the 
amended budget tonight and I hope colleagues join me.  Happy holidays and God Bless.  
 
Mr. Sparaco 
 
I agree 100% with everything Legislators Kantrowitz, Schoenberger and Hood said tonight.  As 
hard as it might be for me as a Republican to say, everything they said is 100% true.  It is almost 
impossible to deal with the current County Executive.   
 
On a personal note I am going to say how much it meant to me to see Sheriff Kralik here.  I am 
very glad to see you Sir, and it made me nostalgic.  I remember when I first joined the Republican 
Party in 2001.  I was so proud to work for you.  You and Senator Morahan, leaders of the 
Republican Party, I remember at the Republican events how you inspired me and made me want 
to go out and work for the party.  Those days are gone.  Since you have left those days are long 
gone.   
 
Our Party is unrecognizable.  There is misinformation, propaganda, lies, threats, fear, revenge 
and political parting.  Sir, you wouldn't recognize or believe what we are going through.  I 
remember when I first decided to run for office how happy I was when we went to the 
Conservative screening and that they let us go into together and I went in with you.  I basically 
just followed your answers.  Ed Letre told me I was an arrogant punk and about a second before I 
jumped over the table you tapped me on the leg and went to bat for me and stuck up for me.  
Men like you and the late Mr. Morahan were men that made us in the Republican Party proud.  I 
also remember when you crossed party lines, how you put party politics aside and did what was 
best for the County and what you believed was right.  You are true Statesman and that is what we 
are lacking.  I wish we had someone like you still in the Party.   
 
Legislator Meyers earlier said I told you so and it made me think.  There has only been a couple 
of Republicans that I didn't work my butt off for that was running for office.  Anybody that knows 
me can tell you that is true, and the Democrats will vouch for that.  There was one across the hall 
that I refused to work for and there were a lot of threats, arm twisting, people coming down from 
Albany, a lot of phone calls and I just said that I would not get involved in the race.  That makes 
me think of a story when I first got elected to the Legislature.  It was December, I wasn't even 
sworn in yet, I went to a Christmas Party and the head of the Party pulled me aside and Said, 
"Frank, you are going to be Minority Leader," I said, "Sir, I have never even been to a Legislative 
meeting."  I didn't even think I would win and I had never seen and agenda.  I said, "We have no 
idea who will be Minority Leader."  He said, "Frank, listen to me, you can never let that man get 
any power."  I just blew it off.  Then he was running for Senate and that same individual called me 
and told me that he needs me to have my committee and supporters vote for Scott Vanderhoef 
instead of Day.  I said, "I can't do that he will kill me.  Every time you guys come to me I end up 
hurting this guy and he is going to kill me."  He said, "You have to do it you cannot let this man 
get any power it will destroy us."  So, I did it.  Vanderhoef ran that year and we all know he lost to 
Carlucci, but I am paying the price for that now with political revenge.  I told Mr. Meyers that he 
would destroy the Republican Party and turn the committee into the Ed Day Cult.  The proof is in 
the pudding.   
 



December 4 2014 1125 

 
Mr. Jobson 
 
It has been great for the last month all sitting here together.  I have been to every budget hearing 
and meeting and I heard every person speak.  Hundreds of you reached out to me.  I have never 
received more emails, phone calls or messages through social media than I have on this budget.   
 
My parents dwindled into the back of the room tonight.  Listen up Mom I am speaking.  I have 
been here for fifteen years and you finally come out to listen to me speak.  Incidentally, I have to 
say I get emotional at times.  My father is the most honest man that I have ever met in my life.  
He was a true public servant and did it for many years for the Town of Stony Point.  You want to 
talk about political courage; I'll try to get through it quickly.  We had a Supervisor in my town that 
was trying to build a golf course.  He got himself into some trouble, hot water with some 
shenanigans.  There is a guy who came in and took his place, took the heat, got the golf course 
open and had to give the people a huge tax increase to get through it and get the town back on a 
level playing field.  He did it with class, but paid for it in the election.  He held his head high and 
he walked out of that office and he is my father and he is the classiest man that I have even 
known.   
 
That is what is so upsetting to me tonight.  I am a classy guy and I don't get into the minutia.  
They know that I don't get nit-picky, but this budget sucks.  It is shameful. There are a lot of good 
people that work this County.  There are 18 people who run County government.  Not 1, not 2, 
not 3:  18 of us collectively.  One is at one end and the other 17 are here.  There is no need for 
99% of what has gone on here.  For the sake of $2,000,000 I felt bad the whole Thanksgiving 
weekend, because I am saying to myself that there are people out there that do not know if they 
are going to have a job in three weeks.   
 
I have known Ed Day a long time.  He has always been cordial to me and a nice guy and 
intelligent guy.  Good people make bad choices every day.  This is a learning curve.  It is his first 
budget out of the box.  I am not making any excused for him.  I don't agree with some of the 
methods he had taken and some of the things he put in this budget.  I would not have done it that 
way.  He chose to do so.  The lemons come from the other end year after year and we make the 
lemonade and make it palpable and try to give government back to the people, restore the 
services and personal and do what we can do.  So, we will see what we can do here tonight.   
 
I would not have chosen to lay anyone off.  I said that in a private caucus.  It is just not in me.  I 
am a member of a union.  There are so many people that are so quick to disparage someone 
else or their career.  I have known Eugene Kralik my entire adult life.  I know Lou most of my life.  
You had a class act there and you have a class act there now running the Sheriff's Department.  
People in your own field, unfortunately, year after year make little comments; little nudges and 
does little things that go back and forth.  There is no reason that the Sheriff's Department as a 
whole in this County should take the disparaging attitude that they have been giving towards you, 
it is an insult and it is unnecessary.  The Sheriff's Department is a necessary arm of law 
enforcement and we need them in this County.   
 
We have people that do security for laundry and us who are not making six digit salaries and are 
barely making ends meet.  Actually the salaries that they are making is an insult and to begin 
with.  It is so easy to cut the low hanging fruit and the people at the bottom when there are still six 
digit salary people in this County who asses are glued to their seat and don't earn a days pay and 
never have and never will.  Yet, those SOB's remain in these budgets year after year.  The sad 
reality is that sometimes it is just politics.  It doesn't matter who is in the catbird seat.   
 
It is frustrating here too.  We sit here year after year.  When you take someone's job it is taking 
their livelihood - their life.  They are never the same.  There is a man in my town with two kids and 
he lost his job without fault of his own.  He is trying to support a family now making $18.00 per 
hour.  He is trying to hold onto their house, pay a mortgage and keep a roof over his kid's heads.  
I feel badly all the time and that kills me.  I am lucky to have a good job.  There are so many good 
people out there without jobs and going through their own private hell.  The sad reality is there is 
nowhere for those people to turn.  Government is useless half of the time.  We can't help the 
people that need it the most.  We bail out the bastards on Wall Street and we pay the bill for it.  It 
is a shame.  I don't know what the short-term answer is.  There are so many good people in such 
a bad way these days.  There is no easy fix.  With advanced technology there is fewer jobs for 
people.  I am a proud member of a union.  I work a physical job every day.  I roll up my sleeves 
and work every day.  Some people just want to sit behind a computer and not do anything 
physical or manual labor.  I don't know what the answer is.   
 
Every person must be put back in this budget.  Every person is important.  Every person is worth 
what they are doing.  I will be dammed if my name would ever be on a pink slip that is handed out 
to anyone from this County government.  It is unnecessary.   
 
Enough with the shenanigans and the nonsense.  Let's just do government for the people.  This is 
not a game show.  These are people with real lives that are trying to live, raise families and have 
careers.  Stop the BS and get back to governing for the people of this County.  Thank you.  



December 4 2014 1126 

 
Mr. Moroney 
 
I had a big speech ready for tonight, but I think you heard enough speeches.  I will save mine for 
next year for whatever line I run on.  It is coming to the end and you are here for a very important 
moment.  The last six or seven weeks have been very troublesome for all of you people out there, 
but I have admired the way you have handled it.  You handled it with dignity, pride and passion.  
There was no out of order of business and for that I thank you very much.  It was not an easy 
process going through the holidays not knowing what would happen.  I support you, because I 
know what you are going through.  I wasn't always a Legislator.  I remember when I first ran and 
Mr. Kralik and I debated issues on the campaign trail.  We disagreed over a certain issue, but 
maybe if that day was today I might agree with you Sheriff Kralik.  I won't say what the issue was.  
I have a long history with law enforcement in this County.  My son was a cop for twenty years in 
the Town of Orangetown and I am very proud of that.   
 
I have a long history with contract agencies.  I created the Catholic Charities, the Irish Cultural 
Center and more that I worked closely with.  I know what you do.  I am very much involved with 
some of the agencies and have been over the years.  To bring this to a close I am going to wish 
all of you and your families' happy holidays, Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year.  I will be supporting the amendment that is before us tonight.   
 
Mr. Schoenberger 
 
I indulged upon the Chairman to let me speak again.  I was very moved by Doug.  I have known 
Doug and worked with Doug for many years.  He is a fine, decent and honest guy, very down to 
earth and very sincere.  I know his parents for many years.  When I was in the Legislature his 
father was the Superintended of Highways here in the County.  I knew him when he was 
Supervisor.  They are good people.  The thing Doug didn't tell you that I want to tell you, is we 
wouldn't have a Rockland Community College today if it wasn't for Doug's grandfather.  His 
grandfather was the deciding vote for Rockland Community College.  That is how long his family 
has been dedicated to this County and to the people.   
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
First I want to certainly acknowledge the efforts of the Chairman of the Budget and Finance 
Committee, Michael Grant.  I remember the look he gave me when I asked him to Chair at the 
beginning of the year, it was not a good look, but he is someone that I had and continue to have 
tremendous confidence in.  We couldn't do it without Nicole Doliner.  She answers to seventeen 
people with different views and perspectives and different demands, requests and questions.  
She really is an unbelievable person.  Remember, there is a Finance Department in this County.  
We have one Fiscal Analyst who is very special.  I do want to thank the members of the 
committee and my colleagues who chose to be part of this process.  The members of the public, 
my goodness, what an unbelievable groundswell in interest of what we do at the County 
Legislature.  It is really amazing and I hope that your interests will continue and that you continue 
to be engaged with what is going on.  I personally don't share one particular Legislator's contempt 
for this body and for the people who actually put in the time and the energy to make a difference.   
 
Under our Charter the Executive's budget is merely a proposal, his vision for Rockland County for 
2015.  It is not sacrosanct.  It certainly is not written in stone.  It is only the first step in a larger 
process in crafting our budget.  As you all know, much has been said about the County 
Executive's proposed budget.  The layoffs, the cuts, and the property taxes, but as we conclude 
an intensive six week process I much prefer to focus on our vision for Rockland County and our 
judgment as to what is important to our neighbors.   
 
So what exactly does this package of amendments say about our values?  First I think it 
demonstrates our commitment to public safety by making significant restorations to the Sheriff's 
Department.  No case has been made to us that supports the elimination of the Patrol Division, 
which we all understand shifts a significant financial burden to the towns and villages.  I believe 
that the Patrol Division is an essential component of the overall law enforcement picture in 
Rockland County, and there is nobody in County government who has done more to cut costs 
than Sheriff Falco over the last few years.  He is a dedicated public servant and an excellent 
manager.  Thank you.   
 
It shows that we understand the significant, positive impact that the not-for-profit agencies have 
on our community.  Let's make no mistake, these are businesses that pay employees and those 
employees pay taxes and buy goods and services.  Studies have shown that every $1.00 in 
support turns into $3.00 in economic value.  That's a significant return on our investment.  But, 
then there's the human impact.  These agencies serve as a lifeline for the poor, the hungry, the 
abused, the disabled, and the dying, serving people from cradle to grave.  They perform services 
that would otherwise fall onto County responsibility.  Giving the agencies the tools to succeed 
helps our residents succeed.  These are our values. 
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Our amendments demonstrate our commitment to economic development by restoring funding to 
the Rockland Economic Development Corporation.  The REDC has been an instrumental part of 
our fiscal recovery, with a demonstrated track record of successes.  This volunteer board of 
business and not for profit leaders has brought hundreds of millions of dollars in new investments 
and thousands of jobs to Rockland County.  They deserve our continued support. 
 
Amendments show our commitment to stay under the tax cap.  This has particular importance 
this year, because of the availability of rebates to property taxpayers.  Just two days ago we 
discovered that due to a miscalculation, the County Executive's proposed budget violated the tax 
cap by just over $100,000.  While the administration has disputed this finding, a debate over who 
is right and who is wrong is really a waste of time.  It is moot, because our budget cuts the County 
Executive's proposed property tax increase by $100,000 bringing it down to 1.9%.  This ensures 
that we stay under the cap, regardless of who is right and who is wrong, and ensures that our 
taxpayers are qualified for the state rebate. 
 
It shows our commitment to our employees by restoring many of the proposed layoffs, particularly 
in security and the laundry.  Many of these employees already face the possibility of losing their 
jobs when and if we close on the sale of Summit Park, and have been on the chopping block 
three or four times already.  I was surprised to discover that by restoring these two departments, 
we actually save money in 2015.  Overall, we continue to reduce the size of the County employee 
roster to its lowest levels in 30 years. 
 
It shows that we reject the concept of patronage and pay increases to favored employees.  It's 
absolutely outrageous to blame layoffs and cuts on difficult financial times while proposing new 
positions and raises for members of the County Executive's inner circle.  It's just wrong. 
 
Our amendments demonstrate that we take deficit reduction seriously.  The plan for eliminating 
our deficit was conceived by the Legislature several years ago, and we continue to take steps 
that balance the need to provide services to our resident with the cost to pay for them.  
$5,000,000 is a balance, measured approach that balances these two issues. 
 
During the past six weeks I've received hundreds and hundreds of letters, phone calls and 
e-mails about the budget.  I have a pretty good sense at this point of what the people of Rockland 
County are looking for in 2015, what represents their values, their priorities, and their view of the 
balance that any budget should strike.  It's my honor and privilege to support the amendments 
that reported out of the Budget and Finance Committee.  Thank you.   
 
 

__________________ 
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VETO OVERRIDE PASSED ON DECEMBER 15, 2014 

 
Introduced by:        Referral No. 9500 
 Hon. Michael M. Grant, Sponsor      
 Hon. Alden H. Wolfe, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Harriet D. Cornell, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Toney L. Earl, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Jay Hood, Jr., Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Nancy Low-Hogan, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Philip Soskin, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Frank Sparaco, Co-Sponsor 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 513 OF 2014 
ADOPTION OF THE 2015 COUNTY BUDGET 

 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mrs. Cornell, Mr. Earl, 
Mr. Jobson, Mr. Kantrowitz, Mrs. Low-Hogan, Mr. Moroney, Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Paul,  
Mr. Schoenberger, Mr. Soskin, Mr. Sparaco, Mr. Wieder, Mr. Hood, Jr., and Mr. Wolfe and 
adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing has been held on the 2015 proposed County Budget; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Budget and Finance Committee of the Legislature has met, considered 
and by a unanimous vote approved this resolution, however, it was approved within 120 hours of 
the full legislative meeting and was deemed an immediate need by its Chair, therefore be it 

 
 RESOLVED, that the proposed Rockland County Budget for the year 2015, as has been 
filed by the County Executive with such changes, alterations and revisions as made by the 
Budget and Finance Committee with the approval of the Legislature of Rockland County, and any 
other changes, alterations and revisions as may have been made by the Legislature of Rockland 
County, be and it is hereby adopted. 
 

The vote resulted as follows: 
 
 Ayes: 15 (Legislators Cornell, Earl, Grant, Jobson, Kantrowitz, Low-Hogan,  

Moroney, Murphy, Paul, Schoenberger, Soskin, Sparaco, Wieder, 
Hood, Jr., Wolfe) 

 Nays: 02  (Legislators Carey, Meyers) 
 
 

________________ 
 
 

PAGES 1130 - 1140 - AMENDMENTS TO 2015 PROPOSED BUDGET 
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VETO OVERRIDE PASSED ON DECEMBER 15, 2014 
 
Introduced by:        Referral No. 9500 
 Hon. Michael M. Grant, Sponsor      

Hon. Alden H. Wolfe, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Harriet D. Cornell, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Toney L. Earl, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Jay Hood, Jr., Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Nancy Low-Hogan, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Philip Soskin, Co-Sponsor 
 Hon. Frank Sparaco, Co-Sponsor 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 514 OF 2014 
APPROPRIATION OF BUDGET ITEMS FOR 2015 

 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Chairman Wolfe and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2015 County Budget has been duly adopted; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Budget and Finance Committee of the Legislature has met, considered 
and by a unanimous vote approved this resolution, however, it was approved within 120 hours of 
the full legislative meeting and was deemed an immediate need by its Chair, therefore be it 
 
 RESOLVED, that the several amounts specified in said Budget, be and they are hereby 
appropriated for the conduct of the County Government for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 
2015. 
 
 

________________ 
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"""'"""' RttkweShel!frPatrol • • ... ,.. ' <11,786 s A 1112 - 1100 7600 -"""' I'WknS':.wPa-.101 • • 10J.,IZ2 I 107.122 • A 3112 - 1100 ,.. ·-- --- ' • ..... s ..... • A 31t2 - 1100 - ,..,ca.,-

-~- • • -·- 11!,180 • A 3112 - ""' ,.. .... _ _..__ 
• • ., .... .. ... • A 3ttl - 1100 .... --- - S!leo111- s • t1.111 s 87,M • A 3112 s .......... 1100 '"' ro:tc~~Orc.t - s"""'"""" • • ti.UI S 11$232 • .. 31\2 SherVt.,.'OI 1100 "'' ,.n!S.:gea.'ll RHtoreShttlnP.va • • 120,1o08 • 120,!10e • A 3112 $""""""" 1100 .... ""'"""' R-..St!diMCI ' I ....... 03.202 • A 3112 Sll- 1100 .... ,_.,.. --- ' I •..o\1 $ 8Q.DII • A lll2 ~ 110D .,., -- ,_..,.SbolllfWNI • • ........ 12$>00 • A 3112 - 1100 .... -- --- ' • ...,., s te.712 • A 3112 ~- 1100 .. ,. .......... -St-- ' I am s .,.. 

' A 3112 - 1100 .... '"""""' ,...Sherfi'Pwot • • -.m s ee.m • A 3112 - 1100 .... -..oll\tfol,t --·""" $ 600.000 I ( .... 000) I " 3112 • Sholft~"" 1100 ZIIQ9 Stlol'tS..'IG< RtMo:IShetltfPI!IItOI ' (200,000) s (200.000) I " 3112 -- 1110 o..t• 

_,.__ 
$ 310.000 $ ""'""" s A 3112 - 1100 031!1Z -OIIcor-

_....,.._ 
• 125,QOD • 125.000 s A :1112 ~ 1110 -- "'"""S!aM ..... ' 217,180 s 217,110 • 2117.~ A :1112 - I teo -Coo-p --- • ~ .... s - s t&,eOD A 3112 ~ ,.., T- "-1Cfe SIWff fWd s .. ooo s •. ooo s .. """ A 3U2 - 1010 Ml ... Motrll)' Tax fWI«e $herft Paln:lt • 14,440 s 1<4,4.40 I 1C,4ot0 " 3112 Shrit-Pr.:ol 30!11 .... ._. RltiCro SheriffPalrol ' 2'.000 s 2A,OOO I 2A.OOO A 3U2 ShoM ...... ~110 ~WOI:Ir F"UIIt Rtlt ll:teShetift'PrJOI s 120,600 ' 120,500 I 120,600 " 31\2 Stwr..- S111 ~rte~~or•w~-ecserr.a. ,_,IID:OShl!idfPIIIIIOI ' tOOO I 2.000 • 2.000 " :1112 - ,.., 

A1clc:ll::lrt-IUIO~ t -SIW:II- • 20,500 • """"' s 2$.500 " :1112 - ,,., 011<0- ----- • 2.1CO .$ 2.100 s 2.100 " :1112 - sao -.. - -sr.w- $ 2CO I 200 • 2IJl " 3112 - :1:180 ~-.. -SIWO!- ' 20,000 I 24.000 ' ~000 " 11t2 sr...- - ... -.~ ~tSNtlt'Patn:ll • 1,100 $ 1,700 s 1,700 A 3112 ~ ... ,.; '""" TtiYIIIExirlldtlona R•t«eShetifJ P.flfrOI • :10,000 $ 20,000 I 20,000 A 1112 Shofl!hll• 40110 EO,IAPI'!WI1~tpairl ,_.~tShel'iftPa".rol $ 300 s 300 ' 300 A auz Shlllr.,.. 40110 f.-Wse.Moes RIM~SIWII'!P.a • e.ooo s 1,000 ' e.ooo A S112 - 4:10 ---11!! --- • 1"100 $ 1 .. 1111 ' A 3112 - ..,, ---E>Il -Stat- • .... GOO I A J1t2 - 4230 0.00 --- s 710 • ,.. • A 3112 - - .. __ Col_ --- • ~000 • 3.000 I A 3112 - .... --T- AMIOttShe!1n'PIIrOI • t,BOD $ ..... I A 3112 Sllo:O! ...... ..1. AtociiOn-~ Rtltott Shcrill' Pete~ • 12,'700 ' 12,700 ' A 3 112 She- ...., ...... RMk'rt ShettffPt".rol • 6,000 • 1.000 $ 
A ,,. St.-l .. tr.b.t'lllldM\'11 1110 --... -srril-- • .... 000 s ...... A ,, .. --- 11110 

-~ ...... ~~fl'tlnl • 32,7!0 • 111.730 A aue sr.ro.-- 1011) MTAI*:ItlllJTa ---- s ,,- s I .... A 3118 --- """' """'""' ---- I ..... s l.ODO A .,. 
~-- 3200 Ooor-- ~ShttlfWOUt'ltldPtln:lil • 17;500 $ 17.000 A S110 Sl'llf'IS.Mol.rfltdPa'td <010 fttMtl olltued ~ RNkn Shetllt ti,OI,a''lilel P.utll ' :18,000 • ae.ooo A 3118 Shettlo~.CSP.t'd "'*' FeotforS..~ AooiCn Sheoi~-p .... $ 72,000 $ 72,000 A 31115 Stlotif·MIM'WidPI*OI .a.o ._ 

..._..SI"#ff~PIItre:i $ 10,000 s 10.000 A 3118 --- - - -St.w-- $ l OOO S 1.000 .. 31!!0 s--~ 1111 --- AIN.ao--"'Atln-1 • 1,700.0CO A .... ......... ~ 1113 0.......-1'l11iri'O -OwthoiO> ... s 700,000 
3 

A , ... oep.,1-.t d PetscrrM 1121<11 lrMKence All~trtuno ....... 322,'\SO 
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A 1450 Bo3t'dar~ons 1100 - Salo<yS<Mf"G' 
A "'"' Cc<nJ.II<:IMot 1100 Z990 s-""""" A 1165 llin'<t........,, 1100 Z099 S""Y$e.'llngo 
A 31;c) CIN!Jll$kF~ ttOO zaw s.tasys..tngs 
A <010 ....,_,. \100 Z999 S.!asyS&WlW$ 

" - TrMII';CrtsCon 11110 """' ~:orys.-~ 

" eo1o Soclot- 1100 , ... Solotys..tno> 
A eoeo ~RotCI.IW$ 1100 Z90> S""Ys..lno> 

" 13215 ""'"'"" 1100 ZM S.Or.y~ 

" 1001 OO!'ktolegi!.laiU:e 1100 , ... 5¥01'1,SI'ii'Qt 
A 1170 P~Difooc:lor 1100 Z1100 $.-MrySIIYii"GS .. 1"30 PortOI'tOt 1100 Z99~ SototySavings 

" 0020 PIIM'rg 1100 Z.a\1 S""YS..ings .. 31<0 

_, 
1100 Zl>!t9 Satasys..<~ 

A 3106 Sh«!ff·ll'ltl$pQI'IUI'it 1100 Z099 Salosys..tngs 
A 3111 St.et'df. B.C.I. 1100 - Se!lr'tSfW'IOt 

" 3113 Std-mtwPetrol 1!00 Z9S9 S<b'YSavinos 
A 3117 St .. r\'r. i'!l(.,.,.. 1100 Z099 SatasyS..:ngs 

" 3118 ShiM!. RC P«<t~e lrto 1100 zm SelarySCJVr.;s 

" 3t50 Sl'letr.l · .. '\31 1100 Z""' .,...,_.., 
A 8610 Conun.erN'.Jka 1100 Z099 SalelySM!'QO 

A A!J01320 C<lu'ltYA~N.ot ,.., Allocation ·GonSves 
A 80EU50 8olwd~- """' A'!oealkti .Gen~ 

A C01:2$) ~c.- 72!10 A:loc&lioo - GenSYc& 
A CU<1410 ~Cto1< 72!10 Alocalk>n - GtnSves 
A C».H85 oott1dAtt""'Y ....-noo NJXJ!IS~ - aon sves 
A ()1,3100 l\'arcc4c&lMkForce 72>0 N:ocst:on -GenSVc:s 
A OOH118S DC~Elcerriner 7200 A!bc:ollit;n-GenSyt$ 
A 00t<4010 0epertme.'1ofHaalth 7260 --Go<IS«s 

" ~ OQH..FM'i.}' Health S«vvou ,.., Alc"""'-GonS.... .. 001"'..&30 llto>""'*"<il"'becT- 72!10 N.oceO:In - Gen s.vea 
A osseQtO De,.?attmentot$0Cia1Servloes noo .AI~ ·G~S't'es 
A """""' EME~Et11 n.."' A'IOcedoi'\ • Gen $yes 

A EME3410 a.oe-n. & £mo<ie"'YSorAcoo 72&1> ~-GenS\oC$ 

A EtN8000 SIWf!'OM'otrta.t R.Mo.lrees 7260 AI))Cd:~n - Gen Svta 

" El<E1230 O!lce d rt1e Ct:ut;y ExecutiYe 7150 Al:ocat!on • Gen SYee 
A EXE1237 OOI<odEooro<rie .,.., A.lbeMion·GenSVC$ 
A EXE1340 BudgSICICIM~ 7250 Aloo:llion · GonSvcs 
A ox....a S<ooCWt 7250 N.oca:fon • Gen Svcs 
A Ft(t325 Oep;wl.~ of France 72SO Al»cat'.on -Gtr~Svca 
A lltCeQLO Hu~Rl(t!.ISCO'm'i:tSiOtl 7250 .A:IOettioR · (WI $vet 
A IN$18tQ Ot!petl't.!l'IIOfll'lSLJ'fii'!Ce: 72!10 A.IOeatlclrl·a.nsvet .. lAwt'-20 ~<llt..MIC<>n)'"""""'t 72~ Noca".lon·OenSVu 
A LEG10t0 Legit1~9oard 72~ NIOQit:on-GanSYU 
A LEG10W ClerkdO'.et..egla!atl\-eSoard 7260 Alloc:ellen -C3.anSvea .. OFNJT72 O:lloellrtheAg!rg .,.., A.loc:allon ·GenSvce 

" POF1170 MOo- met N:oc.t:len • Gen $vel 
A P~1430 Oe;art'nerf t:l Pnon:'IOI nso A/IOCICiri · GWI SV<:I 
A ... ...,., """""e 7250 A:Joc&lb:\·Gen ~::a 
A PJ~0314G - 7250 AI~· Gen Svel 
A sriRlH:e Sr.rtii· Adn"'i"isll'.ttion 7250 "'-· GeoS<el 

" SHF3110 Shertii·OYIIOMt:on 7250 A!IOcat::n·Ger.Svet 
A SHF3111 Sho<fli· S.Cl .,.., A.llocat!ori -Gan Svct 
A SHF3112 Sho<1tf . ...... 7250 A.loetOon • Gtn Svc:s 
A SHF3f16 She!1fi'·Con'mr.i:::slione ,.,., Nloca10n · Gen Sves 
A S!-f:3\20 Shllril'f· RCPitlceAcacle.rcy • 72.!0 Klocafcm.·GenSva 
A SI-F3150 Sl'lltllf. Jail 7250 Al«tlbn • Gc'l Svct 
A VET8510 V1JJII .. e·se."'f''oes n~ ArtlCIIIIon • Gen SvcJ 

M~\0 eon.-...... 7260 AIIOc:e:lon · GenS"'CC 
V81250 Yeuh!UclliJ 7Z50 A!klc:atlon-GenSvet 

COUNTY OF ROCKLAND 
20158UOGET 

AMENtMENTS TO 201$ PROP0$[0 BUDGET 
12/4/2014 

lnc::raae S6lety Sw.1ngs • (43.COO) $ 
lrwn .. s.A'y S~ngs • (1S,(JOO) $ 
~SII*'YS.Vi"<Qt • (100.00)) s 
lr.ett!ISIOS-a.-y savt"0S ' (60,0Qr;) $ 
lraeaMSif.ary Savngs • ~:>O.m) s 
ln=t'M$tS818ry SaYings I {60,C30) l 

lnerease SaWy Sl'l.f'I9S • (400.ooo) $ 
......... satasySaoMQO ' (2S.,OCO) t 
-SolasySamg. I (30,0<0) $ 

II'ICf!WtSdiYS..~ • (t O.IIOO) t 
lncreM-t S*r'Y s,..;ngs • (33.(00)$ 
lnc:reeuSal.erySe-l.r.gs • (U,col) $ 
n:::ro..Salr.yS&VrQS I (15,003) $ 
~MSDrySWi"Gt • (40,000) ' 
lrct8i1S8 Selary Savl'l)S • (10,000) $ 
I~ Salary SaYing~ I {~.DOC!)' 

111er0ase satatY StW\;$ • (eO,OOO) $ 
nctease s tf:aty SIW'Igs • (tO.OCO) l 

-Salely~ • ,.....,., . 
1110".-tSIIary~ ... • (16>~$ 
II'ICtta&tSelarySt\':"~ ' (10,C.JO)' 

~·~cdon fcr\.Oillits Scvlngs • 20,100 $ 
Reci..oe atOC!ticn fer UI.Jlics SJNings • S!UOO l 

RectJCea!IOcel!mklrU1ftifa.S!IY1nga: s "'""'. Recluc:e~torUdlltesS.vqs • $60..100' 
RediJC.e iloetlbntor UllliliiS St.vlngt, s !11,tc0' 
R~er.ocatlonf::rVtJliei.S&'IiflQS • 132.100 $ 
~atkleel.ionfocWMJe.SM<.gs: I 1:W.t:IO s 
Reduce e1ocotlcn for Uti.iWe:tSM'IgS • 1.n1,0:10 s 

Rec!uoe aloeal!cn rot llt!llm Savlllls • 3UC) $ 

fteO.Iotel:oc:eiiOntcr"U'JflkMSW.rqs; • 2-$5,100 ' 
......... ,_ .. UtiliOISO.Inl$ I 4,1$$.100$ 
RecNcea~.CI'Irotl,ltill!eJ S~t I """I 
Reduce alocallonfor Ulllllei SaoAnQ$ I 526,QCO $ 
.R~ ll'..ocotbnf:.;Utf.lles S<Mngs • 11UCC l 
RedU:::e eiiOeatlon to; Uti~Sav'.r.gs • 15e,too a 
Redl.loe .-Jocetlon fOf UW!let SM"ga • 41,300 

R.:u:;o atoe.lion roc- ll:ililia: Stvlres I ""'" ReciJce al:oce.llofl fOr t)Qties Savi~'QS • 14,100 

Recllce elloc&Don tor UtiliSes Ssv.ngs • ....... 
~a..~torUiilthtt~S•vl1cl• ' 30,200 I 
RtdXII tiOel6on tot UUfJe Stvt~ I ., .... 
Rt<IUoe al:ocetbnicw VU'Jies Seod9 • 2:1s.2(0 

Ro~.-k:Jc.MionforUdilios.YOI'QS ' 164,t00' 
Red\Je8 e'lclea!ion fot Utitties Savirga • 114,t:JO $ 
Reduce aloeallon tor l.lidtu Savings I 198,100 ' • 
~-:oceliontorutlluSivl~t~t • 171,000 
Rt6JCt l!loeeiOOn ret Utii(S Stl/l'l!)S I "'"" Red'..ce elOeaf.on tor Ul:lltts Sl'ltlgs I 23.1,400 
R9dl.lo8 alocalicn for lY.Jf!E& Savinga • MI,C,OO S 
RtO.Iet lllbC:lfllon tt\i \JII:ties S&'~~ooe • .,._«<I 
R&dl.cet:JoeatlonfofUitilie:s&w~ I 74t400 a 
Red~ doeeCon fof Ulittr.J StWQt I 101,&»$ 

~tl:~focW11ts5avi~s • 3$5.20:1 $ 
Red.r'...e a:10e31$0n ror Utllles Sav'.ngs • se,aoo s 
Redooe alocS':iontcr UII:Hts Sevilof • ,.,.. ' 
RICiuc::. alocri:ln b' t.Xr.:u S•""'G.s I un.aoo ,. 
Recloot $IICICtliOI'IfotU1llies SaYing-s I 17.1Cll $ 
Re<Ule a:IOcilllon for Wille$ $8'11!ngs • • 101AOC I 

Reduct doea~:tl fOr uuw. $tW'Q$ • 1U.to0 $ 

(4:2,DCO) $ (2,000) I 
('1?,000: s (2,000) I 

.(110,000) ' {10,000) I 

""""' I 
(6,000) $ 

(~30)$ (60,000) I 
t"S,(IOO) I (6,000) I 

(440,()60) s (40,000} I 
(:28,000) $ (3.000) I 
(33,000) s {3.000; I 
(11~$ (1,639) I 
(33,«0) I (3.000) I 
(1?,0CO} s (2,000) $ 

(11,0QC) ' (2.000) I 
(44.0») • (•.COO) $ 

(11,Q))) s (1,000) I 
(S$.003) $ (~.000) I 
(00,00>) $ (8,000) I 
(11,(10(1) $ {1,000) s 
QUOC) $ (3.600) s 

{$2:5;C((J).$ (7~000) t 
(12,1XO) ' (2.000) s 

I 
,._...I (020) $ 

lll,$10' p,>oo) • 
.4!l,360' ""' s 

....... I ('11,1«1) I 
601.~3 $ (10,80C) I 
130,C>t0' """' ' UA;($0 I C2:.74G) I 

1,?2$,7e0 • ('O$W) $ 
t1,MO $ ... ~ • 

27t..t50 I ($,120) I 
4.114.ea> $ (el,tae) $ 

24,16)' ~ s 
615,38) I (1C..~ I 
110.~' .....,. I 
1UJ'ISO $ "'"" I 

$11,UO • ~- I V..K~UJ 

I 
61&.100 $ (12,600) ' (12,500) 

?2.,1103 ' U.6CO) s (1,!00) 
107,41;) s Q.1iC) • (2,190) 
387,300 • p- ' (7,;o0) 

.S?,t40 ' (1,10D) ' (1,'.60) 
tt.XO 1 , .. ~ I (600) 

I 1.350.2CQ' "'""' I (27,al0) 

1&,Teel I - I (300) 
09,.$1() s .;,.,.., $ (2,000) 

1)Q.041) s <UeO) $ (18e0> 

l 
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A <010 .......,,.....,.,.. 1100 3312 Pubic Hea':ll'l Mrrin Acl}.lst Sa't:y 10 countor llbctshtd • 98,3\2 130,'12$ 
A 130:$ F"*"-- 1100 ., .... 0--AIWiya! /l.llai$tlpotlkln $ 132,726 
A 4010 ..... , .. -. 1100 - Pwogrn Spoc1al PH E<l At>ctlsh Va:::st!t Position • 37,982 
A 4010 Hea~Oepa1tr.etlt 1100 8&16 Eaf.y lrw......son Ant AbObtl ~ Potli:::n $ 93.27' 

• 4010 Hesitloepsmart 1100 .... M~aortcf'Y:ist At~U11"**.-"tP<>v.lon $ -'7,618 
OJ10 Sor::iatScr.<oos 1100 llOSQ Elbf.ity\.lasonAut Abof_Sh Vacant Po$IGOn • ~ISS 
1!010 SoeiMSW:M 1l00 913$ -..,tSpocla'lol Abc.l&hV8eantPc&llion $ 55,132 
6010 SoeiiiiS.V.cea 1100 1666 SOCiai\M:1.11'DExam Abo:i&hVecar.tPotb $ .00,650 
6010 SodiiiStfVIcea 1100 
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A UNC lo;Q Oonti"'t"'C}} 15053 
A UNC lo;Q Cond<"Qoncy "'" A UNCI990 Oanb'rQO"<\' 15050 

T~F9522 Oonfd:U:Ion 1:> C:1.rf:t Read (0) Fuld ~10 
TRft524 00tlttb.6ontt»Rold.W~(OM} Fmd 11010 
TAF$1525 Conttlbl.tion lo H!npiUII(fK)FI.I'Id WIO 
TRF9525 ConvftluSoniOHars~(EH) FIA"'CC 9011 
lJNC11510 UnaliOat<eGooonols.MoK """' 

COUNTY OF ROCKLAND 
2015 BUOOET 

At.IEN)UoEN'fS TO 2015 PROPOSED BUDGET 
11/4/2014 

Oetlg!'ltledfcrfu!'ldllEtr.oe 

1: 
10..000.000 

U~O)"''8ntlnSt11'11'108 700,0<10 
CcnOi'lgMcy 6$),000 

Canb'f!li.AiOn · tobll!e."'CellJt:d I 10;768.65S 
Oorf.tlt:uloo ·to bel&nce fubCI 1,506,.966 

Contr'O.Ition· IOti31M:.efund 1C.948.9M 
Wletfvl'lO Ttw\SrctrO~HJal 

U'l8iklcabt&Ge.wa.ISeMt::ln ·to~~nd 

S,DOO,CXXI 
100.0<10 

""'"""" 

t0,8i0,!1112 
1,S4S,145 

16.10Z.e91 
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SHO Kg!~ ·Mth Roads 1100 1<001 
5110 ~1)'-W.&l'IRoa~ 1100 N002 
5120 H"-·Orol- 1100 X'I05S 
5120 H"--o-- 1100 )(,... 

CAF6010 
"~-.. ,.... 7250 

Col'\t100Scnt'cmGen«ai(A)Fl.l'ld. R2810 

~-~1s\i 
0.~ RMFS13o Roac!Ms~ 1100 2»911 

0"' ~F$130 RoadiAa::Nnery 7250 

OM CorArbA!onlro:nOel'\«81 (A) Fut'd 

..... b 

EH ... soE62S HSP-laln<l;y 1100 1%71 
!i." HSPE~ HS"""""~ 1100 1212 
EH HS?Eij2l; HSI'l"""Y 1<00 1271 
EH HSPE""' HSP.t.s.r.:ky 1100 ""' EH HSP€825 HSP-U.-.ay 1100 "" EH HSP£826 HSP-l&Lrd'y 1100 , .. 
EH HSPE82> HSP"*""Y 1100 ,.., 
EH HSP£826 HSP~ 1100 -EH HSPE825 HSP"*""Y 1100 -EH H$PES26 HSP.UUM!Y 1100 nos 
EH HSI'ell2$ HSP.t.auOOly 1100 .,., 
EH KSPEe25 liSP.t..a.I'IC'!y 1100 ZWI 
Eli HSPms HS"""""> 1~ 10 

EH HS~ ><SP~ 1920 • 
EH HSPEI!2$ ' HSPuray 1030 
£H HSPE625 HSP-u~n>y 3010 
EH HSPE625 HSP"""'Y -EH HSPEI!2S HSPol.tl..nty -EH HSI>£1j2l; HSP-t.su>d7y R1210 

EH HSPE91J H•liflt.l!lli"QM.....U~ration 1100 1765 

EH HSPE907 HSP-Sod&JV\'I;rt( 1100 "" "" HS,.C~ HSP·Ad!I!:Oi'J HeallhCef'lt« 1100 "'1 
EH HSPEOZ! HSP· "'-"""SPH 1100 '"' EH HSPEm HSP· ,.....,.SPH \100 '"" EH HSPEll2& H$P.M.ItV'G SNF (N.nit.g Homo} 1100 ,,.. 
EH HSPE'028 HSP-Itlf'!ing SNF (NU!ll~ Home) 1100 "" EH HSI'al28 HSP-~ SNF (Nui"HlfH:rrs) 1100 "" EH HSPi?m HSP· Nlnii"'Q SNF (NI.ning HC:ne) 1100 6300 

EH MHO OMHPctnonaCIHe noo """' EH """' HSP - .rll 1100 ,... 
EH Ell22 HSP • Nui'VIg SPK 1100 2999 
EH £023 H$P ·tf.!rN'Q S~ 1100 zm 
EH ().V;'K\1110 Olo<H4'omol>a a·.,;; mo 
SH Q\11~769 m.t.H..Mita.N¥.01'81~-ttn 7250 
EH OYHt-4760 OMtt.forer.alc~SeMces 1250 
EH OMHM870 OMH-~&Evaii.Nikn n!o 
EH OMHM8QO CMI{..I.oeal~.mtM\Jriil 7250 

Motot£qu'p0p Ill 
LOOOter1 

Pmf~Tteh 
Eng:r.w!i1 

Al):c:at;on.Q8'19.oes 

SolaiySs-

AIIC:x::8tcn-Gtn$\lt:J 

., ~' 

.... .....,_, 
L.a!.WUy'Mnef I 
IA<n<Oy-1 
I.M.ncf!Y\Votkel'l 
l..lll.rM:'t)'\"IOttclrl 
L.al.llltywoo:atlll 
LCII"«yWe"'-'1 
l.ar.d:yV\'CI'terl 
lalndty WorkiK Ill 
\M~~~ 

'-""""Y-' ..,. ..... !>.-
OY .. me . .....,. .... 
Soda I Sowily 
Un'torms 
_..suppr .. 
Prog..-..TiCOtt. 
OOBRA 

SUpeMslrg....., 

COUNTY OF R()Q(L.AND 
10168UDGET 

AMEN)MENTS TO 2015 PROPOSED BUOGET 

--- I: 512.800 
~ .... ,_ ... !1k>n ~706 
R.e;eeteboish;tont 
Re;actebols.hrrert 

Ro6JCCI ~f0rll1fl*s..t. Is <175,700 $ 

Cottliib'AICI, · eobakJn::letl...:l 

........ s...y_ 

Reduet efoeation fcrUCiilitJ Savi'g$ Is <1,200 $ 

Conlr1b.llon-110ballllC81lr.cl 

· !I! 
'>·· ... .: 

ROlo<l !MO«<drg HSP lwnd<Y $ 4,102 s 
Rejed O.A~ne HSPlalnclty $ 3.645 $ 
ReJec!.Outaw.c:\'lgHSPts..nty s 3,606 s 
Re;kt Qvt:l.our~ HSPU;.w;:ty $ 3,75< $ 
-~'lQHSP .. ,""Y $ 3,754 $ 
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Debate:  Proposed amendments to the 2015 Budget by Legislator Christopher J. Carey 
 
Mr. Carey 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to move a proposal.  I have schedules to handout.   
 
Thank you Chairman Wolfe.  For the past six or seven weeks I have been attending almost all 
Budget and Finance committee meetings and listening intently to those potentially impacted by 
the County Executive’s proposed 2015 budget.  It became clear to me that there was a real 
opportunity here for compromise.  I have had numerous informal conversations with various 
Legislators and the administration that culminated in a bi-partisan proposal that I shared with this 
body on November 24th.   
 
At this point I would like to take exception to something that Supervisor Phillips stated earlier 
tonight.  He stated that I proposed my compromise at the 11th hour of the budget process.  I take 
exception to that since nobody has respected Budget and Finance Chairman Michael Grant’s 
process more than me.  Legislator Grant asked for amendments by November 24th and I 
presented my compromise proposal that night.  I think my peers would agree that I do respect the 
process so I don't agree with what Supervisor Phillips said.   
 
The compromise proposal calls for the restoration of 75% of the not-for-profit funding and the 
reinstatement of 23 of the Sheriff positions.  It also stays under the 2% tax cap.  I don't see this as 
window-dressing.  I see this as a real proposal.  As I stated very clearly on November 24th, my 
Legislative peers should consider this proposal as the start of compromise conversation – not a 
take it or leave it offer.  This bi-partisan proposal was looked at favorably by the administration, 
which meant that it would most likely have avoided a veto if approved by this body.  I want to 
make it clear that this proposal is not perfect.  In fact, shifting the Rockland Community College 
charge backs to the towns is something that I voted against in the past.  I would have liked 
nothing better than to have spent the last two weeks working to find $1,800,000 cuts in other 
areas to replace these town charge backs.  Regrettably these conversations never happened and 
the compromise proposal presented here tonight is unchanged from two weeks ago.  I heard lack 
of trust.  I did everything with the best intentions.  I was hoping that my colleagues would enter 
into a discussion on the compromise that I think gets us half way in-between the County 
Executive's budget and the budget that is being proposed tonight, which has no cuts in it at all.   
 
I see this as a missed opportunity on behalf of this Legislature.  The fact that the administration 
was supportive meant that there was a real opportunity for us to collectively work on something, 
go back and forth and have a budge that would not be vetoed and we could all leave here tonight 
having done that.   
 
A comment was made about cutting the not-for-profit agencies.  Clarkstown decided to eliminate 
its entire not-for-profit funding from its budget in 2009.  Municipalities are struggling with the same 
decisions.  These are hard decisions, but decisions we have to make collectively.   
 
We are the most financially stressed County in New York State.  I don't think the budge reflects 
how seriously troubled we are.  Any budget that this body puts forth, as painful as it is, has to 
include cuts.  The reason why I believe that so strongly is next year we will have to 
simultaneously address the debt service for the $96,000,000, in addition to the money Local Law 
No. 10 of 2012 requires we set aside for the outstanding debt.  How are we going to do that?  We 
are going to be back in this room again and I am hoping you will give real consideration to this. 
 
I didn't see the amendments to the budget until two nights ago.  There is a lot of talk about 
transparency and working together.  I would have expected that from my colleagues up here.  I 
hope that when we spin the clock and it is 2015 we collectively do a much better job on the 
process than we did now.  I believe that any budget that this body approves must include 
meaningful cuts if we ever expect to balance our budget in the future.  I respectfully request that 
my peers give the proposed compromise serious consideration.   
 
Mr. Meyers 
 
I also support the amendments proposed by Legislator Carey, which itself is a compromise.  I 
wanted fewer layoffs in the Sheriff's Department.  I would have supported a somewhat higher tax 
increase, maybe 5%, this year as a way of keeping more of the Sheriff's patrol while building up 
the ability to pay the debt services.  We are going to need more money desperately next year.  
There are a couple of things in the proposed budget by the Budget and Finance Committee that I 
disagree with a little bit.  One is that they decreased the utility expenses by $449,000.  I don't 
think that is a good idea.  Projecting what utility cost is going to be is a bit of guesswork.  We do 
know that Orange and Rockland has requested rate hikes and the contract signed by the County 
for the next two years calls for higher costs than the previous two years.  I am not sure that was a 
wise thing to do.   
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$380,000 was cut out of the Sheriff's budget for overtime in the jail.  I toured the jail when I was 
first elected with Sheriff Kralik, which is why I didn't do it again with Sheriff Falco.  One of the 
things that he said was that it was impossible to control overtime in the jail, because there is 
mandatory training and you have to maintain certain staffing levels.  It is hard for any 
administration to control overtime costs in the jail so how can we suddenly eliminate $380,000 in 
overtime costs in the jail.  My opinion, and this is no disrespect to the Sheriff, but I think we will 
probably spend the $380,000 that he cut and just quietly spend it.  At the end of 2015 you can 
see if that is the case or not.   
 
We only have a $100,000 contingency.  One of the ways that County government and  
Mr. Vanderhoef would enhance the contingency is that there are all of these jobs not budgeted 
for, but they don't fill.  The Budget and Finance Committee, to save money in the budget, 
eliminated those jobs, but in my mind 99% of those jobs were never going to be filled by the 
County Executive so you kind of just took away the contingency that the County Executive was 
counting on.  You are not really saving money you are just reducing the contingency down to 
nothing.  There becomes no flexibility in the budget.   
 
The chargeback's should definitely be a town responsibility.  How can the most fiscally stressed 
County in the State avoid layoffs?  As John Anderson famously said when he was running for 
President in 1980, "You do it with mirrors."  We reinstated every position that the County 
Executive laid off, except for a couple.  How could that be?  The County Executive eliminated 
positions and then the County Legislature restored every single one.  That is a very dysfunctional 
government.  Where was the compromise?   
 
I know that the County Executive created ill will by this proposing this budget, which took some 
people by surprise, but there should have been more compromise.  I do know that both sides of 
government does need to compromise.  If you are going to layoff some people you will never 
realize the true savings until you skip a year, because you have pension costs, unemployment 
insurance and benefits you have to pay.  I hear in this Legislature that the savings would be 
bupkis.  Of course the savings is bupkis the first year.  You get the savings the following year.  In 
2016 we will be in a major hole.  We won't be able to save money if we wait until 2016 to do it; 
you have to do it the year before.   
 
I think this proposal is a good start.  I did not get everything I wanted in this compromise proposal.  
I wanted to restore all of the contract agencies, but a few that I think are just giveaways.   
 
Mr. Hood, Jr. 
 
I am always glad to try to negotiate.  I know Chris you tried.  I believe this compromise really 
came more from Ed than you and that I had a problem with.  We talked about it here one night.  A 
75% restoration is a non-starter for me.  The contract agencies have been cut 40% over the last 
few years and I didn't see any reason why they should be cut anymore if we found a way to stay 
under the tax cap.  12 Sheriff's deputies losing their jobs, and to say that wouldn't affect the 
specialty units is completely wrong.  The last people in would be the first people out.  The ones 
laid off would be the younger guys trained for these specialty units.  That is just a 
misrepresentation.  MIS - Social Media guru for $98,000 plus benefits, which is a non-starter.  
You said that everything is negotiable, but there are so many things that I can't agree with that I 
didn't see much reason to discuss it.  I don't necessarily agree that the charge backs are a town 
charge.  It is Rockland County Community College.  I just don't understand how you make that 
argument.  It is a County charge and we have been paying it.  Every town has their own issues to 
deal with and we don't need to pile on more issues with our issues so that was also a non-starter 
for me.   
 
I think County Executive Day has to concentrate on is the sale of the nursing home and hospital.  
We are not happy about that, because there are about 500 jobs there, but we know that is where 
we are losing the money every month.  That is what is going to bring this County to fiscal health.  
We did get good news that the lawsuit has been dismissed so we should be on the right track 
now.   
 
I told Ed day that I would love to see less FaceBook, less social media and more governing.  
Show me what I have been asking for.  I have been asking for a taxi law.  Where is that?  
Concentrate on the sale.  I have been looking for quiet zones.  Where is that?  These are the 
things that the people want and we need to do.  
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Mr. Wieder 
 
I simply want to reiterate what I said before.  I have the highest admiration for Legislator Carey.  I 
wish I had a friend and an ally like him to take this budget that came down from the County 
Executive, we all know how bad it is and how political it is, and still desperately try to do 
something with it.  I only have the highest admirations for him.  He has been a good friend and a 
good ally and I hope the County Executive appreciates your efforts.  Thank you.  
 
Mr. Grant 
 
I want to thank and compliment Legislator Carey.  He is not a member of the Budget and Finance 
Committee.  He probably has, along with Doug Jobson, the best attendance for non-members 
and better than some who are members of the committee. The packet that he put together 
required a great deal of work and is not something you can do alone easily.  It is fairly detailed 
and there are twelve different items here that he addressed and put in the package together.   
 
One of the things missing here is critical mass.  In order to have an affective negotiation you have 
to be able to bring people to the table to negotiate and there needs to be something in it for them. 
I think there is an overwhelming majority of this Legislator that the bar on what has been called 
the compromise may have been set a little too low to generate to generate that critical mass.   
 
As detailed as it is and as well organized as it is I did have a problem with some of the items.  
They call for accelerating the dismissal of the laundry and security personnel in order to generate 
savings in 2015.  Those resolutions failed to identify how that would be paid for in 2015, because 
it was not budgeted.   
 
I believe this serves as a model for people who want to make amendments to future budgets.  
They should consult with Chris on how he accomplished this.  It is important that everybody in 
this room have the tools and the opportunity to make changes.  I think Chris demonstrated that he 
has those resources.  Thank you.  
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
I am not going to speak on every aspect of this proposal, but I have to address something that 
has been said several times tonight and seems to be another one of those buzzwords mantras.  
Rockland County is the most fiscally stressed County in New York State.  People don't realize 
that is based on our last audited numbers and that would be the end of 2013.  The calculation is 
done by the Comptroller's office and what this calculation doesn't include is the fantastic 
conservative successful budget that we passed last year for 2014.  Operationally we stand to 
have an operating surplus in 2014 in the general fund and that is something we should be very 
proud of.  It also doesn't reflect the deficit financing.  At the end of this year we will have 
essentially reduce our deficit by $100,000,000, which is a direct balance sheet entry.  That is 
huge.  Why is it huge?  Because it immediately improves our balance sheet and that is why we 
pushed for so long for the deficit financing.  It also improved our cash flow.  How much did it 
improve our cash flow?  It improved our cash flow to the point where we may not need to float a 
Revenue Anticipation Note for 2015.  That is amazing.  These are all factors that are considered 
yet our successes haven't caught up to the Comptroller's office.  So to throw around the term 
casually that we are the most fiscally stressed County in New York State, well yes last year we 
were, but I don't think we are this year.  Then again if you want to be a savior I guess you need 
something to save.   
 
I have to give a lot of credit to Legislator Carey.  He has been engaged at our meetings.  He is 
intelligent and he cares and he is thoughtful.  He really put a lot of energy into this.   
 
I'm gong to just hit on a few highlights. 
 
The proposal is to fund partial restorations by reimposing the Rockland Community College 
charge back.  This is a terrible idea.  It was a temporary emergency measure used to close the 
operating budget deficit in 2012, and it was undone in 2013.  I held my nose and voted for it in 
2012, because we really had no choice at the time.  We had a tremendous operating deficit.  In 
fact, a 2012 Journal News editorial found that, "sticking the towns with the community college 
'charge-back' fee lacks any kind of logic." 
 
There was no greater opponent to the charge back at that time than Legislator Ed Day, who 
called the community college charge back, "a tax shifting exercise," adding that, "people would 
rather see their representatives initiate strategies that actually reduce their tax burden." 
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Unfortunately the County Executive and Mr. Carey's proposal fails this test.   
 
What disturbs me most is the proposed acceleration of layoffs to this month.  This plan is wrong 
for two very different reasons.  First, as Mr. Grant mentioned, it would bring certain separation 
expenses into 2014, expenses that aren't budgeted for this year.  Where will that money come 
from?  But what really upsets me is that it would mean that hardworking County employees would 
be laid off right in the middle of the holiday season.  How cruel, how insensitive.  I'd rather get a 
lump of coal in my stocking. 
 
And though it is well intentioned, this proposal is wrong for Rockland County.  It does absolutely 
nothing to address the new patronage positions proposed by the Executive or the raises to his 
key staff.  It does nothing to correct the miscalculation of the property tax cap and would result in 
a higher property tax increase to our taxpayers.  For these reasons, I can't support it. 
 
 

____________________ 
 
 
 Mr. Carey made a motion to accept the attached schedule of proposed amendments to 
the 2015 Budget, which was seconded by Mr. Meyers and failed. 
 
 The vote resulted as follows: 
 
 Ayes: 02 (Legislators Carey, Meyers) 

Nays: 15 (Legislators Cornell, Earl, Grant, Jobson, Kantrowitz, Low-Hogan,  
Moroney, Murphy, Paul, Schoenberger, Soskin, Sparaco, Wieder,  
Hood, Jr., Wolfe) 

 
 

________________ 
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1) 

2a) 
2b) 
2c) 

3a) 
3b) 

4a) 
4b) 

Sa) 
5b) 

6) 

7) 

8) 

County of Rockland 
Summary 

Amendments to 2015 Bud t 

Summa :;x of Changes 

Community College- Out of County Chargeback Revenue 

Restore 23 Sheriff Patrol Positions 
Elimination of Sheriff Patrol Accrued Buyouts 
Restoration of Sheriff Patrol Operating Accounts 

Elimination of Remairlng 1 Monlh of Hospital Laundry Salaries 
Eliminattion of Hospital laundry Accrued Buyouts 

Elimination of Remaining 1 Month of Hospital. Radiology Salaries 
Elimination of Hospital Radiology Accrued Buyouts 

Elimination of Remaining 1 Month of DGS Security Salaries 
Elimination of OGS Security Accrued Buyouts 

Restoration of External/Internal Contract Agencies- 75% of Adopted 14' 

Reduction in Unemployment Ins. 

Designated for Fund Balance - Deficit Reduction from $10 m to $7 m 

Totals 

NOTE: 

Please note that Laundry, Radiology and Security were all 
scheduled to be abolished in Feb111ery 2015. This schedule now 
calculates that the positions will be eliminated in 2014, therebey 
we gain a 12 months of savings not the 11 months in the budget. 

Plus, the buyouts can be removed from the budget as well. 

This also has an impact on social security & mta tB)(. 

Increase Decrease 
Tax Tax 

(1 ,800,000) 

s 2,833,431 
$ (338,000) 

284,100 (12,700) 

$ (59,145) 
$ (213,000) 

$ (25,661) 
$ (38,000) 

$ (111,825) 
$ (247,800) 

$ 3,000,000 

(271 ,400) 

$ (3,000,000) 

$ 6,117,531 $ (6,117,531) 
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COUKTY OF ROCKLAND 
2016 BUDOET 

RsstcrhgP06iGon 

R.ts:CrlngPOiillol'1 

ReSIOtlngPOSiticn 

Restoring Pos!llon 
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ConlraetA4;eney 

Ccnlr8ci,6Qency 

ConndNiltn~ 

Ccnl~'Oif".b/ 

Cort!KlN}e~ 

CO."t.flct~ 

Co'Y'.ract~ 

Oon'.tiCXAoMer 

Program COtta 

Oontrec:IAQeney 

COntraoAQe:ncy 

Coriracl AQer'ICJ' 

Contlllet Agency 

O::nttac~.Aaency 

ConlradA;.cn!;y 

Conlr8ci:AflenC/f 

Cottnd:Agerq 

c;o:tfllct~ 

Con'J1ct,t,g...,cy 

COI'Itf'aCAgeney 

ConlreciAQency 

Conmo<IAQe<>cy 

Contract Agency 

COnlftCtA~ney 

ConlractA/;Jit!Cf 

Cor.t:.etAQtt't;y 

C«'t.flletAQeney 

Cofltra«~eney 

())ntr&dAQeney 

ROOA · Social ScMcoaPg 

RCOC ---Pg 

OOUNTY OF ROCKlAND 
2011 BUDGET 

Restoration cf app:ox. 16% Of 2014 A4oplltd 

Rtt.ICtelieneftf)C)I'O.lt 7.5~of201 4Mo"ttd 

RKtorallorl otepprwt 7$~ ol2014 Adcpted 

R•to:~llondiiPP(OX. 16%of201-iAd~ 

RostcraiiOn d fiPPttllC. 7!.,.. tA 2014 Adopted 

Res:IOralionOft.:'IS)I'Ox. 75%of2014Ad~ 

Restoral!on Clfa.O.:II(IX. 75~tlf20~4~ 

Remra:'on of&llPI'Ok. 75"4of2014Ado;))IKI 

Rcttoration cf llllltOX. 7516. of 2014 AdOpted 

RestorsGond~ 7SY.d2014AciOPied 

Rulordond~ T6V.rA:2014MopteO 

R.Wcrationofai)I)I'"OOI. 75% ct2011.ACOp:ed 

R.,.l&lf'ltionolapc:rox. 16% 0!'2014 Mol)*' 

Reslni!Cin ct apprax 7.5'Mio Of 2014 Adopled 

RM~Cr~llon ol ~rox 75% of 2014 Mc~d 

Ret~rsliOn Ill apptox. 7~ Of 20t.C ACIOI)tlecl 

Re.stora(on ot a;JPrOX. 75-W. of '2014 Adopoc;l 

Rel~.o:'l Oftl);li'OJC.75%0f2014~ 

ReltCQtlon Cif*P!lroX. 7S'4of 2014Adopltld 

RK'JOI'dcr,Ofappro.x, 75%of2014AdoPIOCI 

Restcre:llon<rl approx. '75V. 01201~ Acopted 

Rt!S1tlr:IUonof lpprox. 76911 ~ 2014 AcbJ)~ed 

Resloralion ct as:p.-ox. 75% of 2014 AdoJ)ted 

Rostoralion of appro~t 76% of 2014 Mepted 

Restoration Of~ YS% af201-4 AdOi)(eC 

Rcstorrt.:onofl;p'OX.75%tA2014~ 

AeSk.lrttb., of ti)PI'OX. 75% or 2014 AdOP'lt<l 

9ikl.lr CI'.o~lm . ConmAcllorl ~ Re&t.Or8tlonot apc:rox. 75Ytof 2014 Adopted 

... 
2,52\l 

37,BSO 

...... 
:107,5$$ 

18.400 

1,730 

3,185 

-'5,630 

96.110 

11,-435 

28.710 

28.010 

2,105 

16,1-40 

2,105 

128.450 

7li.265 

9.000 

6.420 

"'·156 
2~eeo 

21.143 ... .., 
17,42:5 

4,370 

•.m 
169.COS 

132.475 

36,(1$6 

78..315 

••.sso 

18,400 

1,730 

:).185 

.(!;,630 

$$.17tl 

1\,QS 

23.rnl 

28.010 

2,1CS 

tU~Q 

2,106 

129,450 ,.,.. 
9.COO 

6.·420 

4 \,155 

20 .... 

21,143 

..... 
17.42$ 

970 

4,220 

1.59,006 

132.475 

36.005 

78,.315 

•o.eso 

... 

1185 

2.520 

37.860 

38.350 

2C7,!i95 

1&,400 

1,730 

3,18$ 

45,830 

&&.110 

11,435 

28.no 

28.010 

2,;06 

16,140 

9.000 

6.420 

61,16!5 

20,680 

21,143 

e,e.eo 
17,426 

.,70 
4,22() 

~.59.005 

132.476 

36,0~ 
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A OSS80t0 O.,lf'"_,_"nent of Soelet SWeet 59<0 

A OFA&n2 Otrc:e ror 11'10 AQih; ~ 

A OFA&n2 011\:arorlheAQ~g 5680 

" OFMm Oll'c:e to.:r. AQi'tg S601 

A PER1430 Per&a.,t* Oept R12S6 

A 001-«010 OreHrtrnentot HNJ'h 1ZSJ) 

A EME3410 F'ft&EI'narQef'!.ey$VCS 7250 

" FIN1325 F'nance 1250 

A LAW1420 Co'.nty Mon'ley nso 

A PER1.C.30 Oepanmenl of Penonnel 7250 

A UNCtm Conli.'1QIJXY $063 

A UNC1990 Conti:'!Qeney , ... 
A TR:F9525 Contrbl.l:n to HO"P'U!(SH) F~.rO $1!)10 

COUNTY OF ROCKlAND 
2016BUDGET 

8JrurCtlolm ·Human S.VIoes Pg ROltoration or epprox. 7~ of 2014 Acloptecl' 

RCOC • Sr Cltlunl Pg RMIOrtliorlofepprox. 76~ 01'2014~ 

ROOA • Sref.btll Pg Rese>re'foncr IP;t'CX. 75,._ Of 201J.Adoc*ll 

Ccrnnurfty CMreec:n Crt" • $r Cllzen Re.stor~.cnot•.o.:JI'Oil(.1~of2014Adoptll:l 

Heel!'! Int. • Adml:l EXp.·lnlrlfund To Ba~anee Reltcrdon lnSHF-PU'ol 

.AibeedOtl· GeneN SeNoet ToBaler.ceM fund 

A!leealion . Gel"lf!ral $ef'\i~t ToBelar.ceMA.rle 

A!IOce(on • General Sen ice• Yo BeJanceM Food 

Ali>CA!!OI'I • GenMII $01'\icol ToBIIanoeM F'.ltld 

Atocstio~ -Geneorai Sanas ToSalanceM 14l'ld 

O.slgnmd fOf FU'ld BaAn:o To O!l'sctRtt1oroSon of AboYel norrs 

U"'emp!Oymentlf\s. 

~rfundTran5fert ToS.IanceFund 

~550 <8,550 I ... 
2~006 24,00$ 

56,39$ 5S,39S 

21,075 27,076 

430,700 443,400 12.700 $ 

1,761,000 1,5(!3,1*.1 

525,900 467,066 

:M2,900 30<,530 

215,'200 191,120 

359,000 327,710 

10,(!00,000 7,000,000 

700.000 42a.eo:> 

t&.IM!UOO 11!US11,114 
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EH HSP£82$ HO&P~.al Latn:lry 1100 X1272 Lal.lndry Wrkt I 

EH HS PE825 Hospi'A!. 1..-.r'IC:Iry 1100 X1273 l.II.U':cii')'WI1<rl 

EH HSP£82$ Hotl)"i'.al l..tu'ldty 1100 X1277 l.au':Ciry Wrktl 

EH HSP£82$ HO$pllal \.atMl'y 1100 X1278 l.au-.C:ry Wrkr I 

EH HSPU2$ HO&I)illl Lt~.Mry 1100 X1780 l..a..ft:'ry \YM Ill 

EH H$Pf825 HO$C)ilal \.~ 11CO )(2997 I.W"'C)'yV/MI 

EH HSPE825 HO&pilell.-..r~c:'ry 1100 X6046 L#.nty v.'rlo' 1 

EH HS PE825 H0$1)ftll Ltu:!Q'y 1100 X7&48 l.a:Jntty Y..'l'klll 

EH HS PE825 HC'P!III Launcty 1100 lC77i5 I.Auf'llty· WMI 

EH HSPE825 HC$1)1181Launcty 1100 XIS797 LaundtyW~ I 

EH HSPEB25 Hospitl,l Ll1.1rct'y 1$30 Re-Calcu1adonofAboW 

"" HS PE825 HC6pjlall.aur.cty 1080 Rt~I&IIOoOIAtovt 

EH HS PE825 Hotl)ilal l.aurdty 1100 .... Awu818vfM 

EH HSP£$31 Hlilp!\81 Radiology 1100 X2820 R.adiOiog'e.l ToctM ... HSPE931 Hoer:;l!all Rae'iolggy 1100 X$430 SupeiviM-G Radlologlcel Tectl 

EH HSP£931 ~tal Radology 1100 xn12 Raclo~ical Te:hno:oglst 112 

EH HSPES:l1~1Rltdiology 1$30 Re-C&IculllionotAb~e 

EH HSP£931 ~tal RadOiogy """ Rf-CaiOIJa:io'l Of flboYO 

EH HSPE931 Hosclit811Red'.o!Ogy 1100 """' A1::t:tU111&JYOt;t 

EH UNC4982 Co:'ltr.bUiic 'litem General (A) FI.T'ICI R2810 

S.ei!N 

........ 

......... 
Sa!8l'le:l 

SII!Mcs 

Sa!at!U 

SOl-

Sa1811es 

Salaries 

· Sal•ties 

Social s.o.rn, 

MTATitX 

""""' 
so ..... 
Sala1e• 

Sal•:'les 

SociaiSeou:lty 

MTA lax 

Sa!ariea 

COUNTY Of ROCKLAND 
20118UOGET 

Ftol YW• SaW!gslf Ocne By RNOlll!on 

FtA YWt S.Wlsls If Done By RNOiufon 

FIAI YMI"t Stvi'll)t lf OOnt By RMOIUI!On 

FIJIY .. !'s$evl'ls;l!'l0on&By RGIO!udon 

NoM Ytets S.vlni:t l'ICont By RNOiulicn 

Fill Year' I $aVIngs WCOI'IB By Re$dU11Q."' 

FtJI Yeefl Savir.ge if Don& By RetO:ution 

F'UI Year's SI'Yir.QtlfOOnt: flr1 R.tso\111on 

Fu'l YeSfs SaY!J'QS If Done By Reso:u~on 

Fvl Ye¥1 SaW'~;~ If Oono Bv RhoUion 

R&.Ca:CtJaliOn 

Jt...Ca:w.ation 

Fo.l! YUI't S8vinQtlf Dont 9y ~ 

Fil Ytlft St.~l'tgt li Oor .. 8y RUO!ulion 

Ful Yee(a. Sa<lngs If Done 8y Ruo!utlon 

F11l YNI"$ SfM'Ig$11 Done 9y Rtsoi\:IJcn 

R..Ca:0:1!81ion 

R.C.:cu!*"' 

FIJI Ytafs Savin Q$11 COt'!a By ReaollltiOn 

Conlt!bl.ltitln from Groeql (A) ~1.ncl To e.nc. ~urd I 

(>1,030) (36.275} 

(3'1,830) (35,13S) 

(:l2.'70) (38,324) 

132.570) (3$.324) 

(40,~ (45,810) 

(30.0401 (34.506) 

(32..570} (38,324) 

(45.000) (50.2$0) 

(32,570) (38,324) 

(30,9<0) (34,506) 

21,6.20 7,835 

2,!00 350 

213,IXXI 

1'52.40<1) ($9.~) 

(88,325) ('Oil,2811) 

(28,040) (31.274) 

4,470 

790 

38.000 

I 18,SW6,980 Hl,61 t,174 
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M OG$1147 Seo.rtty 1100 

M oosl247 s_.,. 1100 

M 0051247 SOO¥Jty 1100 

" OGS1247 s.....,. 110C' .. 00512:47 Stcurity 1100 

M OGS1247 Secu"Jiy 1100 

M OGSI247 Security 1100 

"' 00511..47 SIICUI'i!y 1100 

"' OGSI247 Securtty 1100 

.. OGSI247 Soc:urity 1100 

M 00St247 Secutlly 1100 

.. oos·~,, Security 1100 

M OG$',247 security 1100 

"' DOS/247 Securtty 1800 .. DG$12.47 S.Q.In'ty 1800 

M 00$1247 Sea:tltv ,.,. 
M 00512.41 Sec::a.rtty 1980 

., CGSI247 $OO.Iti\y 1100 

M OOSQ2'2 P.rcNsln!; 3760 
M 0051222 P~.r·ehu!n!) R2889 

M OGsat4 N.llom041Ye 3112 
M 00512.-44 AulomoWo R288& 

.. 00~ AUiomot?va 42'12 .. 00Si244 Aulornoti¥C R2320 

M OGSI2,.... Nlomotive 3122 
M OGSi244 .AUiomoli~~e R28&7 

M 00Si2$2 MU 3n4 

"' CGSi2.52 Ma:l R28n 

M 00Si2Sl ftlepl:on.. 3713 .. OG~ falept:one R2022 

.. DGSi2S3 T elepl".ono 3771 

" OGSI2:53 Tel$phono R2007 

X2259 w~anPT 

X2290 Wal:trnan PT 

X2320 SoQI.IrityAIC"o 

X26240 SeXI'ly All!e 

X3022 Sea.rly Ake 

~s--
X!049 SeoxJ;y AJdt 

X$22$ Sr \Vetd"m~ P'T 

X7757 Stwrey-

)(7756 SeeuriryAide 

x.e07M Steul'ity Nde 

xsa768 5eeutity A:cle 

XS422 Se~ Aide 

RX2372Z Wlltd'men Relal 

RX8293l Secu.~ Aide Re!IM' 

SM411'iot 

Sa'eties 

Sa'_afiN 

S."atles 

Sa16tle.a 

Sa""'• -.. 
Salorlts 

Slla1M _, .. 
sa: ..... 

Ss!atte:s 

Se!SI'Ies 

"'"' 
"""' 

COUNTY OF ROCKLAND 
2011 8UOGET 

F.t!l Yell's Stvir..g.sl10one By Asso\JIIon 

Flll Veal's Savi'..gs efOOne BV Re.to'-"'In 

j:ul YeSI"e SaY111QS arocne By ResoLIIIOn 

Ful Yc.,.s Saokos If Cone By ResotJtlon 

Ft:l Year's SavtrGs ffOCM By Resot.Jiion 

ft.:l YeNs SaW'lg& If Dena By flesoYilon 

F1.l Ye.afs SaWigt If Oont By Rtsot-.Aic;n 

FtAI Year's Sa~nga If Oont By A.eaoiiJilon 

FIJI YU!'I Sa~ngt If ()Qnt By RftOI.rtlon 

FIJI Yeai'J Sa~ngslf Done SV ReiOIUIIon 

FtJI Y•n S~ngs If Cton. By RNO!ullon 

FtJI Year's s.v~nos" Dol'le ov Retotutlon 

Flil Year'S Sa-f.'ngs It Oo~ &( Ruo:u!lon 

FIJI 'r'tn~ !f00'lt9)'RU¢1ulion 

AJI Ye8f"'s ~sHOOne8yRe90kJIIOn 

Re-Ctfo.Mf:cn ofSoc:itl Secu~ Sodt! Sec.r'1y Ro-C«cu!Rtbn 

Re-Cale!iatlon ofMYA fax MTAT&l( Re..ca:cclelioo - Ao:ru~ell1?;,t s•"'" Fu"l VNI'r. Sav:n11s HOor• 9y RDr.oll.:'on 

CINfng NC ·Copiers To Saler'ICt R .. torttlOn In SMF~81JOI 

Oeatlng NC • Ccpiatl To 8aJence Restcrdlon In SHF-PelrOI 

Qe#I".Q NC ·Motor Fuel To~e Rellor&tlon i\ SHF·~I 
Olea~ NC • UotcrFlMI Rt!v. ro Sa&a!lee Rest:nllcn 1\ SHF·Patrol 

Cleaftll A1C • Vehlde Repairs t o Balance RestorMSon In St-IF·Petrol 
C:.tmg NC • Vel'liolt Rel)ll's Rev. To Bfllnc. Rtttot'111on in SHF.PIItOI 

OeWing NC • hJtJ MailtSUP91!es To Be!anca RHt01'8Conln SliF.Pr.tol 
OWI~Ya~AIC ·hi'IO t.'.W-tSur>PiittRt\1. To 88W.ct RMtorJiiOnin SHF·Ptvo! 

ON'In; AIC -Pot1age To Bal.roce Rw.o:d<m l'n SHF-Patrol 
Oeatlng; AJC • Postage Rev. To BaLanee R&:r.oreliO..'t rn Sl-l.=.Patrol 

O:caringAJC • TO:t~horo To Balanco RGmralioA n SHF-hlrol 
O~ee,ttngAJC • Tetepl'l:::na Rev. To Ehilnee RertoralJon 11"1 $HF-?8Irol 

CINtlngNC -Cel Phones To Ba:en:::e Restore!on il'l SHF.PetrOI 
Cloanng NC ·Cell Pl'.otes To Balance Remratlon h SHF-Patrol 

(15,000) (15,740) 

(15,001)) (16,740) 

(54,206) (80,<483) 

(29,701)) {33,130) 

(49,606) (65,220) 

(51,'100) ($/,1661 

(51,790) (67,76101 

(22.7 .. ) (25,<416) 

(48,50$) (55,22()) 

(S1.7SOJ (07,766) 

{29,390) (32,7115) 

(1$,000) (21.~) 

(49,505> (56,220) 

(2$.010) (31,250) 

('J30.1!00) (368.750) 

1-4,436 11,206 

•.1120 ... 
2.471800 

290,00!) 2e1,7CO 1,700 
200.000 291,700 1,700 

49t,700 1520.300 120.800 
499.700 620,.30D 120,&:0 

178.000 192,700 14.700 
174,000 1e2,100 ~4.700 

...... 118.,500 23,500 
I $5,000 118,600 

<425,000 <425,.20() 200 
I 425,000 426,200 

~3$.4!0 94$.:1>50 uoo 

3.000 1 
936,<50 948,250 

105,200 1C8.200 
106,20!) 10!1.200 
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LEGISLATOR CAREY'S PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF AMENDMENTS TO THE 2015 BUDGET 

FAILED BY A VOTE OF 2 AYES TO 15 NAYS 
 
 

________________ 
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Introduced by:        Referral No. 9286 

Hon. Philip Soskin, Sponsor       
Hon. Aney Paul, Co-Sponsor 
Hon. Barry S. Kantrowitz, Co-Sponsor 
Hon. Douglas J. Jobson, Co-Sponsor 
Hon. Patrick J. Moroney, Co-Sponsor 
Hon. Toney L. Earl, Co-Sponsor 
Hon. Aron B. Wieder, Co-Sponsor 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 515 OF 2014 
APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER OF THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 TO THE ROCKLAND COUNTY JURY BOARD 
 
 
 
 Mr. Soskin offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mrs. Paul and  
Mr. Wieder and unanimously adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the New York State Judiciary Law mandates the establishment for each 
county in the State of a jury board; and 
 

WHEREAS, in counties outside cities having a population of one million or more, except 
Albany, Westchester, Suffolk and Nassau, the County Jury Board shall be composed of one 
justice of the Supreme Court residing in the County, who shall act as Chairman, the Senior Judge 
of the County Court and one member of the County Legislature; and 
 

WHEREAS, the designation of the one County Legislator shall be by the County 
Legislature; and 
 

WHEREAS, the State Law mandates that the County Legislature member shall not be a 
party who is engaged in the practice of law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Multi Services Committee has met, considered and by a unanimous vote 

approved this resolution; now therefore be it 
 

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Section 503 (A) (1 ). the Legislature of Rockland 
County hereby appoints Legislator Ilan S. Schoenberger as the Legislator appointed to the 
Rockland County Jury Board, who shall serve at the pleasure of the Legislature. 
 
 

________________ 
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Introduced by:        Referral No. 3120 
 Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger, Sponsor     
 Hon. Alden H. Wolfe, Sponsor 
 Hon. Michael M. Grant, Sponsor 
 Hon. Douglas J. Jobson, Sponsor 
 Hon. Aney Paul, Sponsor 
 Hon. Patrick J. Moroney, Sponsor 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 516 OF 2014 
CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENTS BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

OF LEGISLATORS NANCY LOW-HOGAN, PHILIP SOSKIN, AND PATRICK J. MORONEY  
TO HEAR THE APPEAL OF MICHAEL OAKLEY FROM AN ACTION BY THE  

ROCKLAND COUNTY BOARD OF PLUMBING, HEATING AND COOLING EXAMINERS  
 
 
 
 Mr. Schoenberger offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Carey and 
Mrs. Paul and unanimously adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, On or about October 24, 2014, Mr. Michael Oakley, appealed to the 
Legislature pursuant to Section 319-13(A) of the Laws of Rockland County from an action by the 
Board of Plumbing, Heating and Cooling at its May 16, 2014 meeting, denying Mr. Oakley 
application, for a license due to lack of work experience; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 319-13 (D) of Chapter 286 of the Laws of Rockland County provides 
for the designation of three (3) members of the Legislature to hear appeals by persons aggrieved 
by an action of the Board of Plumbing, Heating and Cooling in making any decision or 
determination; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section C3.02 of the Charter Law of Rockland County provides that, subject 
to confirmation by the Legislature of Rockland County, the County Executive shall appoint 
members of County boards and commissions, who shall serve at his pleasure; and 
 

WHEREAS, The County Executive has appointed Legislators Nancy Low-Hogan., Philip 
Soskin, and Patrick J. Moroney, to hear the appeal of Mr. Michael Oakley; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Planning & Public Works Committee of the Legislature has met, 
considered and unanimously approved this resolution, now, therefore, be it 
 

RESOLVED, That, pursuant to Section C3.02 of the Charter Law and Section 319-13 (D) 
of the Laws of Rockland County, the Legislature of Rockland County hereby confirms the 
appointments of Nancy Low-Hogan, Philip Soskin, and Patrick J. Moroney to hear the appeal of 
Mr. Michael Oakley filed on or about October 24, 2014 from an action by the Board of Plumbing, 
Heating and Cooling at its May 16, 2014 meeting, denying Mr. Oakley, application for a license 
due to lack of work experience. 
 
 

________________ 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 517 OF 2014 
WAIVE THE RULES OF THE LEGISLATURE 
TO CONSIDER PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS 

AS AN IMMEDIATE NEED 
 
 
 Mr. Grant offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Chairman Wolfe and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Rules of the Legislature be waived to consider the following 
proposed Resolution No.'s 518 and 519 of 2014, as an immediate need. 
 
 

________________ 
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Introduced by:        Referral No.  6698 
 Hon. Michael M. Grant, Sponsor     
 Hon. Alden H. Wolfe, Sponsor 
 Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger, Sponsor 
 Hon. Harriet D. Cornell, Sponsor 
 Hon. Toney L. Earl, Sponsor 
 Hon. Jay Hood, Jr., Sponsor 
 Hon. Philip Soskin, Sponsor 
 Hon. Frank Sparaco, Sponsor 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 518 OF 2014 
ACCEPTING AND APPROVING THE REPORT OF 

THE BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE WITH 
REFERENCE TO MORTGAGE TAXES 

FOR THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 2014 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2014 
[DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET & FINANCE] 

 
 
. 
 Chairman Wolfe offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Grant and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, The Budget & Finance Department has rendered its report distributing 
mortgage taxes among the various municipalities in the County of Rockland, and establishing the 
rate of distribution of such taxes, which has been submitted to the Legislature; and 
 
 WHEREAS, A true copy of such report is hereto annexed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The mortgage taxes are distributed to the various municipalities on the basis 
of the amount of mortgage taxes collected from the properties in the various townships by a 
formula which utilizes the assessed valuation of the towns and villages, after deducting the 
amounts which go to the State of New York, the County of Rockland, and the amounts that are 
kept by the County Clerk as his processing fees; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Budget and Finance Committee of the Legislature has met, considered 
and by a unanimous vote approved this resolution; now therefore be it 
 
 RESOLVED, That the attached report, with reference to the mortgage taxes, be and is 
hereby accepted and approved, and the Clerk is directed to spread the same upon the minutes of 
this meeting. 
 
 

________________ 
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REPORTOPCO~B 
MORTGAGE TAX 

TO THE HONORABLE LEGlSLATURB OF ROCKLAND COUNTY 

The Budget a!ld Finance Committee has reviewed the apportiollllleiJ! arising from tax on mo_l1gllges 

Collected fromApril1,2014 through Seprember 30,2014 among.the several towns and villages of this 
.. 

County as follows: 

STATBMBNTOPMORTGAGETAX· 
FOR PERIOD OF SIX MONTIIS 
EN!? ED SBPTI!MBER 30,2014 

One Quarter oflhe Tax collected by recordiilg o"fficer pursuant to report · 
to the LegiSiamre ofRockland County - $3,81!,043.91 

Total disbursementofRecording Offi_cer 108,295.32 

rnierestEamedforPeriod (County Clerk) 98.75 

Amount Paid to Commiuioner of Finance 3,70?, R47 34 

Interest Earned for PeriOd (Commissioner of Finance) 2,693.91 

·Net Amount for Distribution tO Tax Districts ~,705,541.25 

. . . 
AMOUNT AL1.0CATJID TO EACH TOWN 

CLARKSTOWN 1,12!,492.81 ' 

HAVERSTRAW 3~_8,841.01 

ORANGETOWN 646,444.29 

. RAMAPO 1,418,65is2 

STONY POINT IS0,1 1Q.62 
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CLARKSTOWN 

HAVERSTRAW 

ORANGETOWN 

RAMAPO 

STONYPOINr 

ASSESED V ALUATJON OF TOWNS 

4,411,066,816 

3,386,306,215 

4,753,583,520 

. 2,oss,~s.s1o 
298,131,655 

We have also prepared a WBrnlllt which we submit herewith directing the Commissioner of Finance to pay 
to the Supervisors of the several towns and to village Treasurers, the sums apportioned pursuant !0 Section 
261 of the Tax Law, as amended. . 
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DISTRIBUTION OF TAX TO TOWNS AND VILLAGES· 

TONN OF CLARKSTOWN $1;091,653.68 

Vlbge of Upper ~d< 20,240.03 

Vi~e of Spri~ Valley 7,653.64 

Village of Nyad< 1,945.46 

TOWN OF HAVERsTRAW 275,374.73 

Village of Havert~lrsw 37,622.04 

Villlge of West Heve!atraw 39,642.09 

.... of Pomona 16,002.15 

TOWN OF OAANGETOWN 680,190.76 

Village of Grand~w 3.47U1 

VlageofNyad< 32,153.85 

VIllage of Piermont 17,429.02 

Vllage of South Nyack 13,195.96 

TCINN.OF RAMAPO 943,920.58 

llllttge of Hillbwl . 8.614.27 

Village of New Hempslead 35,908.36 

Yillage of New~ 19,247.38 

llillge of Pomona • 10,171.97 

Vil age of Sloatsburg 1.9,048.38 

Village of Spri~ Valley 68,177.99 

Voliegeof~n · n ,705.15 

Vlllige of Wesley Hils : • 4·U18.01 

,Village of Chestriut Ridge 64,071.43 

Village of Montsb&Jio 65,292.61 

Wage of~ 10,441.76 

Vdlago of J':i"":ICII! 68,136.66 

TOWN OF STONY POINT 160,110.62 
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: RATE OF DISTRIBUTION OF TAX TO INCORPORATED VILLAGES' 

Upper Nyac.k in the Town.of Clarkstown 0.01804740 

Spring Valley in the Town of Clarkstown 0.00682451 . 

Nyack in the Town of Clarkstown 0.00173471 

Haverstraw in the Town of Haverstraw 0.10254294 

West Haverstraw in the Town of Haverstraw 0.10747746 

Pomona in the. Town of Haverstraw 0.04338496 

Grandview In the Town of Orangetown 0.00537511 

Nyack in the Town of Orangetown 0.04973956 

Piermont fn the Town of Orangetown 0.02696137 

South Nyack·in the Town of Orangetown· ·0.02041314 

. . 
Hillburn in the ToWn of Ramapo 0.00607215 

New ·Hempstead in the Town of Ramapo 0 . .02531019 

New Square In tne.Towri of Ramapo . 0.01356737 

Pomona in the Town of Ramapo 0.00717016 

Sloatsburg in the Town of Ramapo 0.01342707 

Spring Valley in the Town of Ramapo 0.04805627 

Suffern in the Town of Ramapo. 0.05124944 

Wesley Hills In the Town of Ramapo 0.03166245 

Chestnut Ridge in the Town of Ramapo 0.04516358 

Montebello in the Town of Ramapo 0.03897544 

Kaser in the Town of Ramapo 0.00736034 

Airmen! in the Town of Ramapo 0.04661935 
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Introduced by:        Referral No. 6698 
 Hon. Michael M. Grant, Sponsor     
 Hon. Alden H. Wolfe, Sponsor 
 Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger, Sponsor 
 Hon. Harriet D. Cornell, Sponsor 
 Hon. Toney L. Earl, Sponsor 
 Hon. Jay Hood, Jr., Sponsor 
 Hon. Philip Soskin, Sponsor 
 Hon. Frank Sparaco, Sponsor 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  519 OF 2014 
AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO THE LEGISLATURE TO 

EXECUTE A WARRANT TO THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE 
DIRECTING THE PAYMENT OF MORTGAGE TAX MONIES 

FOR THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 2014 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2014 
[DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET & FINANCE] 

 
 
 
 Chairman Wolfe offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Grant and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, The Budget & Finance Committee of the Rockland County Legislature has 
rendered a report to the County Legislature setting forth the distribution and allocation of 
mortgage taxes to the various municipalities, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Said report has been adopted by the Rockland County Legislature and 
spread upon its minutes, and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Budget and Finance Committee of the Legislature has met, considered 
and approved this resolution; now therefore be it 
 
 RESOLVED, That the Clerk to the Legislature be and he is hereby authorized and 
directed to execute a warrant to the Commissioner of Finance directing the payment of mortgage 
tax money, as apportioned by the Budget & Finance Committee of this Legislature, and approved 
by Resolution No. 518 of  2014, pursuant to the provisions of the Tax Law. 
 
 

________________ 
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STATEOFNEWYORK > . 
COUNTY OF ROCKLAND > 

WARRANT OP1l!B COMMISSIONER OF FmANCE OF ROCKLAND COUNTY 

TO: STEPHEN F. DEGROAT· 
COMMJSSIONBR OF FINANCE 

. :SUDGB:TDIRBCTOR 
NEW CITY, N.Y. 10956 

You are herebynotiliod by the Legislature of Rockland County, State of New York, that the swn . ' . 

of ~ Mill.ioo, EightH~ Eleven Thousand, Forty-Three and 91/100 ($3,811,043.91) Dollars 

arising from 1m Oil Mortgages and ii1Wre$t earned in the amount of Two Thousand, Seven Hundred N'mcty

Two and 66/100 (S2, 792.66) Dollars foi- the period between April I, 2014 and Scpteaibcr 30, 2014 . . . . . 

inclusive, as reported by tho recording officer to the Rockland County legislature, bas this day been 

apportioned to ft)eseveral town's and incorporated viUag~ pursuant.to Section 261 of the Tax.Law, f¥l 

amended, having deducted One Hundred Bigbt Thousand, 1\vo. H1mdred N'mety-Five and 3il1 00 

($108,295.32) DoOars expenses of the Comity Clerk, as allowed by the Slllte.Boerd of Tax Commissioners, 

whlch leaves a oet balance of Three Millioo, Seven Hundred Five Thou=d, Five Hundred Forty-One and 

25/100 ($3,705,541.25) Doll..-,, Which hac been 11pportionod as folle>wc: . · 

To the SUpervisor of the Town of Clarkstown for ToW)l purposes 

To the TreasuM ofUppeT Nyack for Vill&ge purposes 

To the Treasunr of Spring Valley for Village purposes 
To the Treasun:r ofNyack for Village purposes 

To the SUpervisor.ofthe Town of Haverstraw for Town purposes 

·To the Trea.SIIn't ~f Haverstraw for Village purposes 

To the 1'teasulv of West Haverstraw for Vi.IJa&e purposes 

~o the TreasunrofPomona fo/ Vil!3ge.purposes 

To the SupervOOfofthe Town ofOrangetown for Town purposes 

To the~ of Grand View for Village purposes 

To the Treasurer of~ck for Village pUIJ>oses' 

To Jhe treaSunr of Piennont for Village purposes 

$ 1,091,653.68 

20,240.03 

7,653..64 

.1,945.46 

275,374.73 

37,822.04 

39,642.09 

16,002.15 

580,190.75 

3,474.71 

32,153.85 

11,429.02 
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________________ 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 520 OF 2014 
WAIVE THE RULES OF THE LEGISLATURE 
TO CONSIDER PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS 

UNDER NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
 Mr. Schoenberger offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Sparaco 
and unanimously adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Rules of the Legislature be waived to consider Item 13 A, 
Resolution No. 521 of 2014 and 13 B, Resolution No. 522 of 2014 under New Business. 
 
 

_______________ 
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        NEW BUSINESS 
Introduced by:       Referral No. 2867/5906 
 Hon. Alden H. Wolfe, Sponsor    
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 521 OF 2014 
APPROVING AUTHORIZATION OF TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

FOR PAYMENT OF SETTLEMENT OF LAWSUIT  
UNDER THE CLEAN WATER ACT 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $950,000.00 

[ROCKLAND COUNTY SEWER DISTRICT NO. 1] 
($950,000.00) 

 
 
 
 Chairman Wolfe offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Grant and 
unanimously adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, The Rockland County Sewer District No. 1 (hereinafter referred to as the 
"District") requests that the County Executive and the Legislature of Rockland County authorize 
the transfer of funds in the amount of $950,000.00 to the District's Operating Budget, account G-
SWR-8110-E4090, from the District's Undesignated Fund Balance, G-SWR-9952-R5990, for 
payment of a settlement of a lawsuit brought against the District under the Clean Water Act 
(CWA); and 
 
 WHEREAS, in 2007, the Borough of Upper Saddle River and certain of its residents sued 
the District in the United States District Court of the Southern District of New York under the CWA 
for alleged sanitary sewer overflows from the District's collection system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the District was successful in defending against the vast majority of sanitary 
sewer overflow allegations and many of Plaintiff's State Law claims, but was found liable under 
the CWA for a small number of spills; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the CWA, Plaintiffs were awarded attorneys fees and 
expert costs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the District participated in mediation resulting in $600,000 in attorneys fees 
and expert costs and $350,000 to be placed into a fund for environmental projects aimed at 
cleaning or otherwise bettering the Saddle River; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Board of Sewer Commissioners, on October 23, 2014 by Sewer 
Resolution No. 78 of 2014, is requesting the Legislature of Rockland County approve this 
request; now, therefore, be it 
 

 
RESOLVED, That the Legislature of Rockland County hereby authorizes the transfer of 

funds in the amount of $950,000.00 to the District's Operating Budget, account G-SWR-8110-
E4090, from the District's Undesignated Fund Balance, G-SWR-9952-R5990, for payment of a 
settlement of a lawsuit brought against the Sewer District under the CWA; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, That the Commissioner of Finance is hereby authorized to increase the 
following accounts in the amounts indicated: 
 
 

Sewer Fund 
 
Increase Approp. Acct.: 
 
G-SWR-8110-E4090      Fees For Services - Non Employees $950,000 
 
 
Increase Approp. Fund Balance: 
 
G-SWR-9952-R5990      Undesignated Fund Balance $950,000 
 
 

________________ 
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Debate: 
 
Mr. Hood, Jr. 
 
I would like confirmation that this is not Rockland County tax dollars.  
 
Chairman Wolfe 
 
This is a settlement of a lawsuit under the Clean Water Act that the Rockland County Sewer 
District was involved in.  It is from their surplus.  No direct County tax dollars.  
 
Mr. Schoenberger 
 
It is direct County tax dollars for the residents of the towns of Clarkstown, Ramapo, with the 
exception of Suffern, and for the contracted connectors from the Town of Orangetown.  
 
 

________________ 
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         NEW BUSINESS 
Introduced by:        Referral No.  6724  

Hon. Aney Paul, Sponsor       
Hon. Ilan S. Schoenberger, Sponsor 
 
 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 522 OF 2014 

CONVEYING THE ROCKLAND COUNTY LEGISLATURE’S INTENSE OPPOSITION  
TO ANY PROPOSAL THAT WOULD RESULT IN GRANTING EXECUTIVE  

COMMUTATION TO JUDITH CLARK 
 
 
 
 Mrs. Paul offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Kantrowitz,  
Mr. Schoenberger, Mr. Soskin and Mr. Hood, Jr. and adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, on October 20, 1981, in an attempt to fund the formation of the "Republic of 
New Afrika" on US soil, Judith Clark and fellow terrorists murdered three innocent men while 
stealing about $1.6 million from a Brinks armored car; and 
 

WHEREAS, Clark and two accomplices were convicted in 1983 of six counts of robbery 
in the first degree and three counts of murder in the second degree for the shooting deaths of 
Nyack Sgt. Edward O'Grady, Officer Waverly "Chipper" Brown, and Brinks guard Peter Paige; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the evidence presented at trial demonstrated that Clark fully participated in 
the planning and execution of this atrocious crime.  Clark was the getaway driver in this 
despicable crime and forensic evidence presented proved that she was present and out from 
behind the wheel of the car during at least some of the murders.  When the police approached to 
arrest her after she crashed the getaway car (containing a semi-automatic handgun, a bulletproof 
vest, and about $800,000 in stolen money), she reached for the loaded pistol and had a spare 
magazine for the weapon on her when captured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an unrepentant radical terrorist, defendant Clark's anti-government activities 
continued after her arrest.  The police were required to restrain her during a line up with a neck 
brace and straightjacket.  Clark insisted on going to trial, but then refused to participate 
reasonably in the trial.  Clark refused to have an attorney, to participate in her trial or to comply 
with the trial court's reasonable decorum requests.  She eventually absented herself from the 
courtroom after proclaiming that it had no legitimacy, and heard most of the proceedings from a 
cell in the courthouse basement.  After a jury convicted her and she was sentenced to three 
consecutive life sentences, she refused to appeal based upon her belief that she was a "freedom 
fighter" and not subject to the court's jurisdiction; and  
 

WHEREAS, Clark certainly demonstrated no remorse in the years following her 
conviction, as she tried to escape from prison, resulting in two years in solitary confinement. 
Perhaps, realizing that escape was not the way to get out of jail, she began her "journey of 
reflection;" and 

 
Whereas, many years after her crimes and despite her "transformation," Clark continued 

to show complete lack of remorse by bringing post-conviction motions in state and federal court 
arguing that she was denied the right to counsel at trial.  Incredibly, rather that admit her crimes 
and truly demonstrate remorse, she argued that the trial court (which she claimed had no 
jurisdiction over her at the time of trial) should have protected her right to counsel despite the fact 
that she asked to proceed pro se and then caused such disruption that the trial court barred her 
from the courtroom.  Both the state courts and the United States Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit rejected this claim; and 
 
 WHEREAS, more than anything else, Clark's efforts twenty years after the crime to cast 
blame on others, particularly the trial court, for her lack of respect for the rule of law demonstrates 
her complete lack of true remorse.  A person who allegedly takes responsibility for her actions 
does not at the same time argue to a court that it was not her fault and that she should not be 
held responsible; and 
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 WHEREAS, whatever Clark has done in prison since her conviction for this heinous crime 
and aborted prison break, it should not obscure the fact that she participated in the murder of 
three innocent people as part of a terrorist plot and that we should not negotiate with or reward 
terrorists.  Her crimes and lack of remorse render it inconceivable that she should be allowed to 
enjoy the freedoms that she and her fellow terrorists so brutally ripped away from Nyack Sgt. 
Edward O'Grady, Officer Waverly "Chipper" Brown, and Brinks guard Peter Paige; now therefore 
be it  
 
 RESOLVED, that the Rockland County Legislature wishes to convey the Rockland 
County Legislature’s intense opposition to any proposal that would result in granting executive 
commutation to Judith Clark; and be it further 
  
 RESOLVED, that the Clerk to the Legislature be and is hereby authorized and directed to 
send a certified copy of this resolution to Hon. Andrew Cuomo, Governor of the State of New 
York; Hon. David Carlucci, Hon. William J. Larkin, Jr., New York State Senators; Hon. Kenneth P. 
Zebrowski, Jr., Hon. Ellen C. Jaffee, and Hon. James G. Skoufis, Members of the New York State 
Assembly; the President Pro Tem of the New York State Senate; the Speaker of the New York 
State Assembly; the Majority and Minority Leaders of the New York State Senate and Assembly; 
and to such other persons as the Clerk, in his discretion, may deem proper in order to effectuate 
the purpose of this resolution. 
 
 The vote resulted as follows: 
 
 Ayes: 16 (Legislators Carey, Cornell, Earl, Grant, Jobson, Kantrowitz, Meyers 

Moroney, Murphy, Paul, Schoenberger, Soskin, Sparaco, Wieder, 
Hood, Jr., Wolfe) 

 Nays: 01  (Legislators Low-Hogan) 
 
 

________________ 
 
 
Debate: 
 
Mrs. Paul 
 
Tonight I would like to bring forward an item of new business for the legislature to consider 
concerning an issue that has become part of the very fabric of our county. Tomorrow morning, the 
file of Judith Clark will be placed on the desk of Governor Andrew Cuomo, and he alone will rule 
on her request for clemency for the murders committed in this county in 1981. 
 
Over 30 years have passed, but time has not erased the tragedies that Judith Clark's act of 
terrorism caused in our county, and any positive actions she may have taken in prison will never 
diminish the devastation she left behind in Rockland. The families of the police officers and guard 
who were killed that day will need to live with the consequences of her actions for the rest of their 
lives, and so should she. 
 
This issue comes on the heels of the county executive's proposal to decimate the Sheriff's Patrol 
unit when we could face similar attacks again in the future. We must resolve ourselves never to 
gamble with the safety of the public by slashing law enforcement in this county, and to always 
stand behind law enforcement and the families that are sometimes tragically left behind. 
 
That is why it is so timely that tonight, after voting to restore the Sheriff's Department in its 
entirety, this legislature should pass a resolution opposing in the strongest terms the appeal for 
clemency of Judith Clark - and we will do so on behalf of our law enforcement officers, their 
families, and the families of those who were murdered right here in Rockland 33 years ago. 
 
 

________________ 
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ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
ROBERT A. "BEANS" CAPELLO 

 
 
 Mrs. Cornell offered the following memorial, which was seconded by the entire 
Legislature and unanimously approved: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County adjourn this meeting in memory of 
Robert A. "Beans" Capello. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
DVID ROTFUS 

 
 
 Chairman Wolfe offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Mr. Kantrowitz 
and unanimously approved: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County adjourn this meeting in memory of 
Dvid Rotfus. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
WILLIAM J. HAUSER 

 
 
 Mr. Murphy offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Mr. Carey and 
unanimously approved: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County adjourn this meeting in memory of 
William J. Hauser. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
PRIMITIVO (PETE) J. MUNIZ 

 
 
 Mrs. Cornell offered the following memorial, which was seconded by entire Legislature 
and unanimously approved: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County adjourn this meeting in memory of 
Primitivo (Pete) J. Muniz. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
DIANE HOENEVELD 

 
 
 Mrs. Cornell offered the following memorial, which was seconded by entire Legislature 
and unanimously approved: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County adjourn this meeting in memory of 
Diane Hoeneveld. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
BARBARA ROTH 

 
 
 Chairman Wolfe offered the following memorial, which was seconded by  
Mr. Schoenberger and unanimously approved: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County adjourn this meeting in memory of 
Barbara Roth. 
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ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 

JULIANNE WILEY 
 
 
 Mr. Murphy offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Mr. Moroney and 
unanimously approved: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County adjourn this meeting in memory of 
Julianne Wiley. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
YOLANDA MATRANGA 

 
 
 Mr. Carey offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Mr. Schoenberger and 
unanimously approved: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County adjourn this meeting in memory of 
Yolanda Matranga. 
 
 

________________ 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 523 OF 2014 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 Mr. Murphy offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Jobson and 
unanimously adopted (11:10 p.m.) 
 
 RESOLVED, that the meeting of the Legislature is hereby adjourned to Monday,  
December 15, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

_______________ 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Darcy Shapin-Greenberg 
Proceedings Clerk 
 
 
 
 


