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Carey Fights Tax Increases

The budget process for Rockland Coun-

“| ty is a lengthy, arduous one that includes

an incredible number of meetings with
county departments, community organi-
zations, and many more entities impacted
by the final budget. Above all, I work to

{ put the interests of taxpayers first, and

this year has been no exception.
The proposed budget for 2014 included
a tax increase of 10%, and while I sup-

~fl ported many components of the budget, I

Carey Takes The Lead To Fight
New Tappan Zee Bridge Toll

When Governor Cuomo made
an announcement that Staten Is-
land residents would pay a re-
duced toll of $5.50 for the Verra-
zano Bridge, I stood up and chal-
lenged him and the state to pro-
vide Rockland residents an equal
discount for the new Tappan Zee
Bridge.

I proposed a resolution in the
county legislature which called on
Governor Cuomo and the New
York State Legislature to create a
reduced toll for Rockland resi-
dents who will use the new Tap-
pan Zee Bridge. The toll reduction
would be directly proportional to
the reduction provided to Staten
Island residents who use the Ver-
razano Bridge.

Under the governor’s plan for
Staten Island residents, they
would pay 63% less than the stat-
ed toll. I think when the new Tap-
pan Zee bridge is built, Rockland
residents should pay 63% less
than what the new toll will be-

just as Staten Island residents
would.

While the exact toll for the new
bridge is not yet known, initial
estimates put it at $15. Regard-
less of what it comes out to in the
end, Rockland residents deserve a
discount. If the toll is $15, my pro-
posal would make it $5.55 for
Rockland residents.

I think Governor Cuomo is
working diligently for Staten Is-
land residents in finding ways to
reduce their toll burden — and
that is great. I hope that he will
do the same for struggling Rock-
land County residents, who are
now facing the prospect of their
tolls rising an astonishing 300% -
from the current $5.00 to an esti-
mated $15.00.

I am proud that my resolution
passed the legislature and was
sent up to Albany for considera-
tion. I will continue to keep the
public updated about the progress
of this proposal.

could not vote for the budget as a whole.

I believe that tax increases should be a
measure of final resort—and no budget
should include tax increases unless there

il is a commitment to cutting expenses as

well.

I did not believe that the budget con-
tained the requisite number of cuts to
justify a large tax increase, and I saw are-
as that could have been cut further, re-
ducing the tax burden on Rockland fami-
lies. As a result, I ultimately voted
against the budget and the tax increase.

Even after the budget passed the legis-
lature, there were some changes proposed
that would have further increased spend-
ing and taxes. I voted against those
measures as well because they did not
make fiscal sense.

As the fall begins, and the budget pro-
cess starts for the 2015 fiscal year, I will
continue to work with my colleagues and
our new County Executive to come up
with ideas that will reduce the tax burden
to the extent possible, while still provid-
ing needed services.

If our county government operates
more efficiently and less expensively, and
we work together to cut costs, we can
pass a budget that does not raise taxes,
and create a long term plan that will
make our government more sustainable
and less expensive.

Ultimately, county government is your
government, and as such should reflect
what matters to you most.




Celebrating Our Community

I have always taken a great deal
of pride in my community, and am
proud to have been a civic leader
long before I was elected to the legis-
lature. I appreciate the incredible
sense of community in our area, and
the genuine interest on the part of so

many to support each other and
work together to make Rockland a
better place.

With so many incredible commu-
nity groups and events I take part
in, it 1s impossible to include an arti-
cle on each. Instead, I have included

a

It is great to be part of the commemoration of those who gave all in the service of

some pictures of different activities
and events I took part in from
around my district and Rockland
County. I truly do love our town and
county, and it is an honor to serve
my great district every day as your
legislator.

our nation. Here I am marching in the annual Memorial Day Parade in New City.

=
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I always enjoy taking part in the Annual Read Aloud to the
students at MacArthur Barr Elementary School in Nanuet.

@

I was so proud of my incredible wife, Maureen, a breast cancer survivor,
who finished the 39-mile Avon Breast Cancer Walk For The Cure in New

I was proud to attend the great Troop 78 Eagle Scout Court of

Honor Ceremony with Clarkstown Councilman George Hoeh-

mann. Pictured is Ryan Flynn of Nanuet. Also recognized | Here is Maureen’s dynamic team at the finish line of the Avon Walk For The Cure. |




Celebrating Our Community

Along with honoring and support-
ing our community organizations
and active residents, I've passed leg-
islation to recognize the incredibly
important contributions of police
officers, firefighters, EMTs and
many others.

I joined County Executive Ed Day and many others at
the annual Mary Nagle Basketball Tournament Fund-
raiser, raising funds for people in need in our community.

I took part in a fundraiser for Helen Hayes Hospital in New City.

My resolution, which was born
out of the idea of recognizing the
selfless sacrifice of all those who re-
sponded to the 9/11 attacks, called
on Congress to pass a national holi-
day to be known as “National First
Responder’s Day.”

This holiday would be one day set
aside to honor the countless people
in our community and our country
who always respond to emergencies
and save lives every day. It is my
hope that Congress will act on this
widely supported proposal.

Each year, I host the annual St Patrick's Day Family Brunch at St Francis. This
year, I lost a bet on the Iona vs. Manhattan College basketball game. Since my
alma mater lost, I was forced to wear an Iona Dance Team tee shirt to the brunch.

Here I am at the Nyack Poker Run to raise money for my wife’s team of seven to join in the

Avon Breast Cancer Walk. It was incredibly touching to see so many come out to support it.




Carey Leads Effort To Crack Down On Unlicensed Contractors In Rockland

One of the county departments
that serves a vital function but rare-
ly gets a great deal of attention is
Consumer Protection. The Depart-
ment of Consumer Protection en-
sures that products sold in Rockland
County meet a wide range of govern-
ment standards and quality tests.

A primary function of that de-
partment is to provide important
licenses to certain businesses in
Rockland, such as electrical, heating
and cooling, and contracting busi-
nesses. These licenses are a seal of
approval from the county and serve
to inform the public that companies

and individuals who possess these
licenses are qualified to do the work
you are hiring them to do. In order
to legally have such businesses in
Rockland, one needs to go through
the rigorous licensing process.

Unfortunately, there are individu-
als and companies who prey on resi-
dents who are uninformed about is-
sues related to licensing. After re-
ceiving several complaints of unli-
censed contractors doing shoddy
work in Rockland, I went to work to
end that practice.

Working alongside Sheriff Falco
and the Department of Consumer

Protection, we developed a plan to
crack down on unlicensed contrac-
tors by catching them doing work,
particularly on the weekends.

These scofflaws not only provided
poor service to residents, they evad-
ed licensing fees and requirements
that other hard-working legitimate
contractors fulfilled.

After checking numerous work
sites, we were able to apprehend
several unlicensed individuals and
stop them from doing work in Rock-
land. These individuals were
charged, and now face penalties
ranging from fines to jail time.

Chris Carey Selected Minority Leader '

For the second year in a row,
my Republican colleagues select-
ed me to be the Minority Leader
of the Rockland County Legisla-
ture. This leadership position en-
ables me to prioritize issues that
are important to me—and you—
in the legislature.

With Ed Day as our new Coun-
ty Executive, I believe it is imper-
ative that we work with him to
achieve the goals we share.

Reducing taxes, paying off our
deficit, and instilling fiscal re-
sponsibility are the pillars of our

party and our platform. I will con-
tinue to advocate for those values
and oppose tax increases and
wasteful spending.

will work with my colleagues |
from all parties to ensure that a g
responsible and balanced budget
gets passed.

has enabled me to give a bigger
voice to the concerns of my con- [§
stituents, and I am grateful for [}
that opportunity.

With budget season upon us, I

Most importantly, this position

Selling Summit Park

Sheey

Opposing The Chicken Slaughterhouse

After years of working
on a proposal to sell the
county-owned Summit
Park Hospital, we have
finally found the best buy-
er for it.

I was proud to support
legislation creating the
board that would handle
the sale, and with the final
arrangements imminent, I
am pleased that Rockland
County will have millions
of dollars to use toward
repaying the deficit.

Selling Summit Park
has always been an im-
portant goal to putting
Rockland back on fiscal
track. The operational def-
icits of Summit Park have
contributed greatly to the
overall deficit of the coun-
ty, and removing it from
our balance sheet will help
us pay down the deficit
and focus on improving the
viability of the core of our
county government in the
long run.

One of the major issues
in Rockland County has
been the proposal to build
a chicken slaughterhouse
in the Village of New
Square, which borders the
Town of Clarkstown.

Like many, I am con-
cerned about the effects
such a project can have— on
the surrounding residents,
and on Rockland County as
a whole.

That 1s why I joined the
many in our county who

oppose the construction of
this slaughterhouse in a
residential area.

We need to work togeth-
er to ensure that our com-
munities develop in a re-
sponsible manner that does
not impinge on the quality
of life of our neighbors. I'm
hopeful that projects in the
future will involve greater
discussion with the entire
Rockland community for
the good of all of us.

I value and welcome your input. Feel free to call me with any questions, comments, or
concerns at (845) 638-5100, or e-mail me at CareyC@co.rockland.ny.us. You can also write to:

The Rockland County Legislature

11 New Hempstead Road New City, NY 10956

Facebook.com/RockLeg




