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Leg. E. Day A. Samuels S. Mathews
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MINUTES

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2012

5:15PM
ROLL CALL
ADOPTION OF MINUTES, MEETING OF AUGUST 24, 2011 PULLED
1. REF. #8055 - URGING THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE TO PASS LEGISLATION

ELIMINATING THE MTA PAYROLL TAX FOR ALL NOT-FOR-PROFIT AGENCIES
LOCATED IN THE MTA’S SERVICE REGION
(LEG. JOHN A. MURPHY, LEGISLATURE)

ADDED CO-SPONSORS: GRANT, CORNELL, WIEDER, PAUL, DAY

Chairwoman Cornell said the payroll tax was recently reduced for some nonprofits but not for libraries, and
requested that a resolution be drafted to eliminate the payroll tax for libraries.

ACTION: COUNSEL WILL DRAFT A NEW RESOLUTION URGING THE NEW YORK STATE
LEGISLATURE TO ELIMINATE MTA PAYROLL TAX FOR LIBRARIES

Legislator Day noted that many Rockland nonprofits will suffer and reduce services because of the payroll tax.

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNAN
CORNELL/DAY
2. REF. #8055 - DISCUSSION ITEM: UPDATE ON THE STUDY ON THE WITHDRAWAL FROM THE

MTA TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
(LEG. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE)
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Commissioner Vanderbeek stated that there was a study done on the services that Rockland gets from the MTA
and the money Rockland puts in to the MTA. A new draft of the study was provided to the department, but
questions were raised about certain figures in the report and responses are currently being worked on. Once a
final report is completed in a few weeks, there will be a full presentation provided to the committee.

Chairman Grant pointed out that a new plan for transportation in Rockland will need to be created should the
county withdraw from the MTA.

Legislator Day said that the partial rollback of the payroll tax should amount to a $19 million reduction in what
Rockland contributes, but the report should include accurate details on what the total impact of the rollback is on
Rockland.

ACTION: COMMISSIONER VANDERBEEK WILL PROVIDE THE COMMITTEE WITH THE FULL
REPORT AT THE FEBRUARY 29™ MEETING

Al Samuels said that Governor Cuomo promised to repeal the payroll tax if there would be other sources of
income to make up for it, but no new proposals for revenue have been introduced.

ACTION: TOM SIMETI WILL UPDATE THE COMMITTEE ON THE LITIGATION TO OVERTURN THE
MOBILITY TAX
DISCUSSED

3. REF. #5726 - DISCUSSION ITEM: UPDATE ON THE EXECUTIVE SEARCH AND TIMETABLE FOR
THE REDC TO HIRE A NEW DIRECTOR
(LEG. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE)

Chairman Grant said the REDC is in the process of hiring a new Director. With the new Economic Regional
Councils in place, it is important that the REDC have a strong Director.

Chairman Grant noted that Ron Hicks was unable to attend the meeting, but that an update for the committee
was given to the committee clerk, and he asked the committee clerk to report the information to the committee.

The committee clerk stated that there were 90 résumés submitted for the position, and that five of them were
placed in a top tier of candidates. Those five would be interviewed, and among them, one would likely be
selected. In the event one was not chosen, or an agreement could not be reached with that individual, the search
committee would interview the second tier of candidates. It is expected that the new Director will formally begin
his or her duties on March 1%,

Chairman Grant noted that $9 million in tax revenue was recouped from Olympus, which recently relocated, and
while the goal is to bring in businesses, it is important that all businesses live up to their obligations or make
Rockland whole if they leave.

DISCUSSED

MOTION TO ADJOURN: 6:00 PM UNAN
WIEDER/DAY

“The Rockland County Legislature is committed to full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. To that end, the Legislature is committed to
creating an accessible environment for all. To request accommodations that you may require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845-638-5248 (845-708-
7899 for TTY/TDD). Please request these accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs.”
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