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                  MINUTES 
MULTI-SERVICES COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2012 
     6:00 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                     MEMBERS ABSENT:             OTHERS PRESENT: 
LEG. P. SOSKIN, CHAIR                    LEG. D. JOBSON                      E. YEGER, ESQ.       LEG. M. GRANT 
LEG. T. EARL                                      LEG. A. PAUL                           LEG. C. CAREY       HON. C. ST. LAWRENCE  
LEG. J. HOOD, JR.                               LEG. P. MORONEY                 LEG. H. CORNELL    HON. P. WITHERS 
LEG. J. MEYERS                   LEG. E. DAY            HON. D. FRIED 
                             LEG. A. WIEDER       LEG. N. LOW-HOGAN
                                                                                                      LEG. E. DAY              LEG. I. SCHOENBERGER 
        LEG. A. WOLFE         LEG. F. SPARACO    
        L. BABCOCK             A. KELLY 
        DR. J. FACELLE         J. REILLY 
                                                                                                                   P. BRENNAN              S. SHERWOOD    
                                                                                                                   S. MATHEWS             A. REDA 
                                                                                                                   J. SULLIVAN              K. TOWER-BERNSTEIN 
                                                                                                                   S. THOMPSON           MEDIA 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
CHAIR SOSKIN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:30 PM 
 
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 12/13/11 MEETING. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT:                    
SOSKIN/HOOD, JR.           DEFERRED TO NEXT MEETING 
 
1.  REF. #8281 - APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE FIVE (5) YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT IN 

EXCESS OF $100,000 (NCTD) WITH ROBERT PITT PROFESSIONAL PLAZA, LLC FOR 
ADDITIONAL SPACE AND THE ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF $28,049.70 FOR A TOTAL 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $285,415.02 FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OFF-SITE 
CLINIC, WOMEN, INFANT AND CHILDREN PROGRAM (WIC) 23 ROBERT PITT DRIVE, 
MONSEY, NEW YORK [DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH] ($285,415.02) 

  (DR. J. FACELLE, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH) 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, HOOD, JR., MEYERS, JOBSON 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                  TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
SOSKIN/MEYERS                                      UNAN 
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Dr. Facelle stated that the space is going to be expanded and it is the WIC Program’s busiest site.  Leg. Myers asked if the 
extension came through Facilities Management or the Health Department?  Dr. Facelle said she wasn’t certain, but was 
sure that Facilities Management was part of the planning. 
 
2.  REF. #9121 - APPROVING AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT IN EXCESS OF $100,000 WITH CENTER 

FOR DISEASE DETECTION, LLC. IN THE ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF $35,000 FOR THE 
PERIOD FROM JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2012 FOR A TOTAL 
CONTRACT SUM NOT TO EXCEED $130,000 FOR LABORATORY TESTING SERVICES 
FOR PAP SMEAR AND HPV DNA TESTING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
UNDER RFP-RC-08-151 AND AUTHORIZING ITS EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY 
EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH] ($130,000) 
(DR. J. FACELLE, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH) 

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, HOOD, JR., MEYERS, JOBSON 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                  TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
SOSKIN/EARL                                      UNAN 
 
Dr. Facelle stated that this was the fourth year of a five-year program that is county funded. 
 
3.  REF. #7780 - APPROVING PURCHASES IN EXCESS OF $100,000 FROM BERKSHIRE FARM CENTER 

AND SERVICES FOR YOUTH TO PROVIDE A NON-SECURE DETENTION PROGRAM 
SERVICES (NSDS) FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES UNDER RFB-RC-
2011-019 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $193,486.50 FOR THE TWO (2) YEAR 
PERIOD DECEMBER 1, 2011 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 2013 [DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES] (193,486.50)                                     
(S. SHERWOOD, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES) 

  
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, HOOD, JR., MEYERS, JOBSON 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                  TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
SOSKIN/MEYERS                                     UNAN 
 
ACTION: Resolution will be modified in the 6th and 10th paragraphs as follows: Sufficient funding for these 
purchases is provided for the 2011 and 2012 Budgets of the Department of Social Services and is contingent upon 
2013 budget appropriations. 
 
Commissioner Sherwood stated that this was mandated by the state and it is a new contract with this vendor, saving 
$50,000 from last year.  It contains transportation, so there is no need for county employee overtime.  The program serves 
27 kids over the course of the year, with an average stay of 14 days. 
 
4.    REF. #9209 - AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF ROCKLAND TO APPORTION CERTAIN ELECTION 

EXPENSES INCURRED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS STARTING WITH THE 
CALENDAR YEAR 2012 TO TOWNS WITHIN THE COUNTY OF ROCKLAND AS 
ALLOWED BY NEW YORK STATE ELECTION LAW [BOARD OF ELECTIONS]  

RED 
DOT

(L. BABCOCK/A. KELLY, COMMISSIONERS, BOARD OF ELECTIONS) 
 
PULLED 
 
ACTION: Chair Soskin asked the County Executive’s staff to get together with the supervisors of the five towns to 
work together and come to an understanding. 
 
J. Sullivan read a letter from Town of Clarkstown Supervisor Alex Gromack into the record to oppose this proposal.  Town 
of Ramapo Supervisor Christopher St. Lawrence stated that the towns and villages were not prepared when budgeting for 
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this unexpected cost. He said he understands the county is in tough financial shape, and they want to work together, but not 
have the costs just passed down arbitrarily, which would put everyone’s budget out of whack.  There needs to be better and 
more open communication between the towns and the County Executive and the County Legislature to find ways to save 
money and streamline government.  Chair Soskin stated that he made sure the clerk contacted all five towns’ supervisors as 
a show of cooperation.  He said the county is in debt and we don’t want the state coming in to take over.  This was 
suggested by the County Executive as a way to remedy the debt.  Commissioner Kelly wanted to make a correction of what 
was said earlier, because the villages pay back the county for their elections, as do the school and fire districts. Just the 
towns do not pay.  Chair Soskin asked what the projected costs were for 2012?  Commissioner Kelly said that there would 
be three elections this year, possibly four. Commissioner Babcock said the 2012 election costs would be $1.4 million, with 
a third being passed back to the towns, as follows: Clarkstown (31% = about $433,000), Haverstraw (11% = about 
$151,000), Orangetown (17% = about $244,000), Ramapo (35% = about $492,000), and Stony Point (6% = about 
$79,000).  Leg. Myers stated that they don’t like it when the state passes down costs to the county and he was concerned 
that the towns adopted their budgets without knowing these costs. What are they supposed to do, go into contingency?  
Leg. Hood, Jr. stated that it is a problem when the governor does this to the counties, he would be voting no, and he is 
willing to deal with the hole in our budget this year or next.  He said it would cost each taxpayer more than if it was on the 
county level.  He said we needed to be mindful when we pass costs down and that countywide services save the towns 
money.  Leg. Earl stated that he would be voting no and he was under the impression that it was half the figures given 
tonight.  He said the towns were not prepared to budget for this and it is a heavy burden.  Leg. Day stated that there should 
be some level of conversation between the executive level of county government and the towns and he will vote no if this 
goes to the Legislature. Chair Soskin asked if there were any grants available to offset the costs?  Commissioner Kelly 
stated that she would look into it and that, out of sixty-two counties, all but one charge back.  Leg. Schoenberger asked if 
we have a hole of $1.4 million in the budget, how would we fill it?  Commissioner Kelly said she had no idea, but the 
towns have been having a free ride and the towns initially paid this. 
 
5.    REF. #5574 - APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF A GRANT FROM THE NYS DIVISION OF CRIMINAL 

JUSTICE SERVICES IN THE AMOUNT OF $35,315 (NCTD) FOR THE IGNITION 
INTERLOCK DEVICE MONITORING PROGRAM FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2011 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2012 AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ALL 
NECESSARY GRANT DOCUMENTS BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF 
PROBATION] ($35,315) 
(K. TOWER-BERNSTEIN, DIRECTOR, PROBATION) 

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, HOOD, JR., MEYERS, JOBSON 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                  TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
SOSKIN/HOOD, JR.                                     UNAN 
 
Probation Director, K. Tower-Bernstein, stated that this was the second year of the grant and those on probation pay $30 
per month. 
 
6.    REF. #2973/9463 - AMENDING THE 2011 BUDGET BY APPROVING THE APPROPRIATION OF 

ADDITIONAL FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $114,675 [NCTD] FROM THE NEW YORK 
STATE OFFICE OF ALCOHOLISM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES (NYS OASAS) 
TO OPEN ARMS, INC. IN ORDER TO COVER REMAINING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH A 
NEW HALF-WAY HOUSE RESIDENCE FOR WOMEN FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2011 AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING THE APPLICABLE CONTRACT AMENDMENT 
[DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH] ($114,675) 
(M. WALSH TOZER, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH) 

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, HOOD, JR., JOBSON 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                  TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
SOSKIN/EARL                                                    UNAN 
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S. Thompson, Department Of Mental Health, stated that the funding was for Open Arms halfway house, which is the only 
one in the county and opened two months ago.  Leg. Cornell stated that the county is very fortunate to have a halfway 
house open for women after many years. Previously, they had only been for men.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: (7:30 PM) 
EARL/MEYERS                            UNAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Rockland County Legislature is committed to full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  To that end, the Legislature is committed 
to creating an accessible environment for all.  To request accommodations that you may require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845-638-5248 (845-708-
7899 for TTY/TDD).  Please request these accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs.” 
 
MS 1.10.12.MIN/PS 
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