The Legislature of Rockland County

HARRIET D. CORNELL
Legislator — District 10
. Chair, Environmental Committee

AGENDA
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
TUESDAY, February 23, 2016

6:30 PM

ROLL CALL

ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 8§, 2015 & JANUARY 27, 2016 MEETINGS.

1.RFEF. #4374 - AMENDING THE COUNTY'S PROCUREMENT POLICY AND CHAPTER 140-14.5 OF
' THE LAWS OF ROCKLAND COUNTY TO INDICATE THAT COUNTY EMPLOYEES
WRITING SPECIFICATIONS FOR OR PROCURING PLUMBING FIXTURES FFOR
COUNTY FACILITIES SHALI REQUIRE WATERSENSE LABELED FIXTURES WHEN
AVAILABLE _
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RESOLUTION NO. ' OF 2016

AMENDING THE COUNTY'S PROCUREMENT POLICY AND CHAPTER 140-14.5 OF

THE LAWS OF ROCKLAND COUNTY TO INDICATE THAT COUNTY EMPLOYEES
WRITING SPECIFICATIONS FOR OR PROCURING PLUMBING FIXTURES FOR
COUNTY FACILITIES SHALL REQUIRE WATERSENSE LABELED FIXTURES
WHEN AVAILABLE

WHEREAS, New York General Municipal Law 104-b requires the Legislature of
Rockland County to adopt internal policies and procedures governing all procurements
of goods and services that are not required to be made pursuant to the competitive
bidding requirements set forth in General Municipal Law 103; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 623 of 1998 the Legislature adopted the County |
of Rockland Procurement Policy (the "Procurement Palicy”) which subsequently has
been amended and renumbered; and

WHEREAS, in June of 2006 the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) established the WaterSense program; and

WHEREAS, WaterSense is a national, voluntary partnership program désigned
to help reduce municipal water use across the country through water-efficient products

“and the construction of water-efficient new homes; and

WHEREAS, the WaterSense program labels products that use 20 percent less
water and perform as well as or better than conventional models; and

WHEREAS, the WaterSense label makes it easy for consumers to identify

- products and new homes that have been independently certified to meet the EPA's

efficiency and performance criteria; and

WHEREAS, for each product eligible to earn the WaterSense label, the EPA has
developed rigorous water efficiency, performance and testing requlrements and

WHEREAS, in 2015 the County of Rockland became a WaterSense Promotional

-Partner; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature seeks to amend the Procurement Policy and Chapter
140-14.5 of the Laws of Rockland County as follows so as to require the use of
WaterSense labeled products in the procurement of plumbing fixtures for County
facilities when possible:



140-14.5 Use of social and environmental product or services labels.

County employees are encouraged to use independent, third-party social and/or
“environmental (eco) product or service label standards when writing specifications for,
or procuring, materials, products, or services, so long as such labels;

(1) |
Were developed and awarded by an impartial third party;

(2) | '
- Were developed in a public, transparent, and broad stakeholder process;
and

(3) ‘
Represent specific and meaningful leadership criteria for that product or
service category.

B. - :
In addition, whenever possible, label standards used in product or service
specifications should represent standards that take into account multiple attributes and
life-cycle considerations, with claims verified by an independent third party.

C.
In_addition, County employees writing specifications for or_procuring
plumbing fixtures for County facilities shall require WaterSense labeled fixtures

when available.

WHEREAS, the Committee of the Legislature = of
Rockland County has met, considered and by a ‘ vote
approved this resolution; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Legislature amends the Procurement Pohcy and Chapter
140-14.5 of the Laws of Rockland County as follows:

140-14.5 Use of social and environmental product or services labe.ls.

A

County employees are encouraged to use independent, third-party social and/or
environmental (eco) product or service label standards when writing speCIflcatlons for,
or procuring, materials, products, or services, so long as such labels;

(1) - .
Were developed and awarded by an impartial third party;

(2)



Were developed in a public, transparent, and broad stakeholder process;
and
(3) | ,
Represent specific and meaningful leadership criteria for that product or
service category. ‘

B. : :
In addition, whenever possible, label standards used in product or service
specifications should represent standards that take into account multiple attributes and
- life-cycle considerations, with claims verified by an independent third party.

C.
In_addition, County employees writing specifications for or procuring
plumbing fixtures for County facilities shall require WaterSense labeled fixtures :

when available. ‘

:and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Clerk to the Legislature be and is hereby authorized and
directed to send a certified copy of this resolution to such persons as the Clerk, in his
discretion, may deem proper in order to effectuate the purpose of this resolution.
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