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Legislature Committee Holds Discussion on Medicaid  

 
Legislators Commit to Strengthen Fraud Investigations 

And Seek System-wide Changes 
 

New City, NY (March 12, 2015) - A discussion and review of the federally and state mandated and County-
administered Medicaid program at the Tuesday evening meeting of the County Legislature's Budget and 
Finance Committee uncovered much misinformation and local "myths" about eligibility and brought to light the 
need for additional personnel for the County Department of Social Services' Special Investigations Unit to 
examine suspected instances of Medicaid fraud.  DSS collaborates with the Office of the District Attorney (DA) 
to detect cases of fraud and abuse, which are then prosecuted by the DA. 
 
Medicaid is a federal program that provides health services to eligible low-income adults, families, children, and 
people with disabilities. Medicaid is administered by states and is funded jointly by states and the federal 
government, except in New York and Michigan, where local county shares are required by those state 
governments.  New York requires its counties to pay 50% of the state's share.  For Rockland County, that 
amounts to $73,600,000 which equates to 70% of the County property tax dollars collected.  
 
Rockland County District Attorney Thomas Zugibe, County Commissioner of Social Services Susan Sherwood 
and representatives from the NYS Department of Health/Office of Medicaid Inspector General were present to 
provide information and answer questions from the committee.   
 

Legislator Jay Hood, Jr., the sponsor of the discussion, commented on the State's move to an online 
application process.  "Until recently, applicants were required to apply in person.  A recent change to an online 
application process has taken the pre-screening process out of local hands, eliminated the human element and 
has increased the possibility of fraudulent activity.  So one can lie and get benefits much easier than before. I 
was happy to hear County Executive Ed Day will be following my call for more local investigators under the 
Department of Social Services. We need more boots on the ground now that committing fraud has become 
easier and harder to detect. We will be hearing from Commissioner Sherwood soon on that initiative. As I 
stated at the meeting, we cannot change the eligibility rules but we can certainly bolster our investigation unit. I 
am committed to giving DSS and the DA the tools they need to stop all Medicaid and welfare fraud.” 

 
Chairman Alden H. Wolfe added, " We owe it to Rockland taxpayers to be vigilant and dedicated to uncovering 
costly, fraudulent claims. We will support increasing the investigative staff at DSS because it's critical that the 
Department of Social Services’ Special Investigations Unit have the means to investigate suspected Medicaid 
fraud.    Further, we will be asking our New York State representatives to close loopholes and enact common 
sense changes to the Medicaid program in order to provide relief from this onerous mandate." 
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Legislator Toney Earl said, "Members of my community who are receiving assistance do at times perceive a 
sense of harassment in dealing with investigators, so I support the need for additional staff with the 
understanding that with more oversight, more time will be allocated to each suspected case of fraud to 
ascertain the validity."      
 
Legislators Harriet Cornell, Michael Grant, Nancy Low-Hogan, Aney Paul, and Phil Soskin were present to 
listen to or participate in the discussion and all have indicated support for the need to increase the investigative 
staff and for many of the issues articulated by Commissioner Sherwood.  
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