
     When I took office as 
your Rockland County Leg-
islator, this county faced 
tremendous challenges. A 
major deficit, budget cuts, 
and long-term financial is-
sues plagued every area of 
our government.  
     Today, the present is 
brighter—and the future 
looks even better. We stabi-
lized our finances, and while 
we have not solved all the 
issues in our government, 
we are well on our way. 

     Working together with 
my colleagues in county gov-
ernment, as well as our Con-
gresswoman Nita Lowey and 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, I 
have been able to restore 
funding needed to help com-
munity groups. For example, 
I worked with Congress-
woman Lowey to increase 
funding for Headstart. 
     This newsletter will up-
date you on the work I have 
done - and what I will con-
tinue to do - on your behalf. 

Message From Legislator Earl 

Rockland County Legislator Toney L. Earl 
 District 8—Spring Valley, Hillcrest, New Hempstead, Ramapo 

 
Summer 2014 

Legislator Earl has partnered with Governor 
Andrew Cuomo on major issues in Rockland. 

Legislator Earl working with Congresswoman 
Nita Lowey on issues facing his district. 

This Spring, I was very proud to be part of the Awards Night ceremony at 
Ramapo High School. I was joined by school officials and was able to take 
part in the ceremony by presenting awards to our outstanding students. 

Working with community leaders is incredibly important to me.  
Recently, I met with Reverend Dr. Weldon McWilliams, Jr. as 

well as Pastor Fitz Roy Moodie at a community ceremony. 

     For the third year in a 
row, I was selected by my 
fellow legislators to serve as 
the Deputy Majority Leader 
of the Rockland County Leg-
islature. 
     This leadership position 
has placed me in a greater 
position to deliver even more 
for my constituents. I’m 
proud of my record of deliv-
ering funding to key organi-
zations that serve my dis-
trict, as well as fighting on 

behalf of everyone in my dis-
trict and throughout Rock-
land to make this county a 
more affordable place for all 
of our families. 
     I credit much of my suc-
cess in serving you to the 
partnerships I have formed 
with fellow legislators as 
well as our state and federal 
officials. Working together 
has helped Rockland to bet-
ter itself so that its govern-
ment can serve you well. 

Earl Selected Deputy Majority Leader 

In April, I volunteered to lead a group of young people to clean up 
part of my district with the great folks at Keep Rockland Beautiful! 
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I value and welcome your input. Feel free to call me with any questions, comments, or  
concerns at (845) 638-5100, or e-mail me at EarlT@co.rockland.ny.us. You can also write to: 

 

The Rockland County Legislature     11 New Hempstead Road     New City, NY 10956     Facebook.com/RockLeg 

 

     This year, I have joined 
together with the Rock-
land Chapter To End The 
New Jim Crow (pictured 
above) on an important 
issue in our community. 
     Too often, many indi-
viduals, especially our 
youth, make a terrible 
mistake that leads to their 
conviction on a criminal 
charge. After fulfilling 
their sentences, they often 
have incredibly difficult 
times reintegrating into 
society and finding em-
ployment - even years af-
ter their mistake. They 
deserve a second chance. 
     One particular obstacle 
is finding employment. 
Job applications often ask 
about convictions, and if a 
job applicant has one, 

their applications are usu-
ally not considered. 
     That is why I am sup-
porting an initiative to 
“Ban The Box” - a proposal 
that would put an end to 
asking any questions 
about a job applicant’s 
criminal history on an ini-
tial job application, and 
delay such questions until 
the interview process. 
     By doing this, an em-
ployer can first consider 
the qualifications of an 
individual, and not any 
past criminal record they 
have. This can create em-
ployment opportunities, 
and reduce crime. 
     This proposal will only 
affect applications for jobs 
with Rockland govern-
ment and its vendors.  

Fighting To “Ban The Box” 

I was proud to be honored by the Nyack Center, with my wife Idette, for 
community service. Here we are with the other honorees at the ceremony. 

Fighting Higher  
Water Rates 

   When United Water 
wanted to increase water 
rates for our area by 
nearly 30%, I was as-
tounded. Big increases 
over the years have made 
water something that 
families in my district 
were struggling to afford. 
   When utility companies 
propose rate hikes, the 
increases need to be ap-
proved by the State Pub-
lic Service Commission. 
   The Commission held a 
hearing on the rate hike 
proposal, and I was 
proud to testify against 
it, particularly because 
my constituents would be 
unfairly impacted.  
     I will always fight to 
make this county and our 
neighborhood a more af-
fordable place to live for 
us all. 

I am proud to have a large Haitian com-
munity in my district, and I know that 

work still needs to be done in Haiti.  
That is why I am proud to support Hai-
tian organizations like Vision For Haiti. 

Working With Our New County Executive 
     Rockland County has a new County Executive, with 
Ed Day taking office in January. Working together, we do 
more than working apart, and that is why it is so impor-
tant that we partner to solve our community’s challenges.  
     Working with him, I was able to secure office space for 
the African American Historical Society in New City. I 
am thankful to him and will continue to work with him 
and my fellow legislators on your behalf.  

I’m an honorary member of the Buffalo Soldiers. To my right is Sanders Matthews, 
Buffalo Soldier President, who served with my father-in-law Sgt. Clarence Flemmings. 
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