“NEWS FOR MY NEIGHBORS”

June 2011

County Legislator Ed Day oitict #sxewcitypomona)

“It’s Time for Term Limits”

After weighing the many comments of my constituents, |
submitted legislation that would place on the ballot the
opportunity to vote on establishing term limits for the
County Executive and Legislators. If approved, present
and future elected officials holding these offices would
have eligibility for only three (3) full term elections.

| believe that while we are blessed with a ballot box that
expresses the will of the people with respect to our
elected officials, it is clear to me that establishing term
limits is supported by an overwhelming majority of the
people as an additional check and balance to govern-
ance. The institution of term limits provides for that
check against entrenched interests gaining an over-
whelming edge in the people's government; affords ad-

ditional chances for fresh perspectives; and more to the
point, promotes a level playing field for newcomers to
serve the public.

This legislation is reflective of my core belief of our get-
ting back to true citizen representation in a manner that
| believe was envisioned by our Founding Fathers; citi-
zen public servants, not career politicians, who would
go forth to serve their neighbors and their Country for a
limited time only, then afford other dedicated and like

Legislator Ed Day honored the New City Rams Pee Wee squad at
a recent legislative meeting for their winning the 2010 Empire
State Classic Championship, a tournament that encompassed
dozens of teams that are part of New York State's eight regional
Pop Warner youth football organizations.

During his presentation, Legislator Day, who has coached in the
New City Rams organization for 18 years and is an assistant
coach for this championship team, said “You believed in your-
selves and you never quit. You showed an entire State what true
heart was all about. Take what you brought to the gridiron with
you as you grow, because the life lessons you take away from

minded citizens a fair opportunity to do the same.

this season will chart your successes in life as you grow up”

For those receiving my newsletter for the first time
WELCOME to the “new” District #5! | look forward
to doing my level best as “your” County Legislator.

The 2010 Census created a necessary re-
drawing of County Legislative maps, and while
my District boundaries may have changed, my
mantra of providing you and your families rep-
resentation based on “people not politics” has
not.

As a former Civic Association President, |
know that one important thing is necessary to
accomplish that - Your input!

| absolutely want to hear about your concerns!
Please e mail me and also sign up for FREE
“Community Updates” - daye@co.rockland.ny.
us. OR call me at 638-5100 or 638-5751.

| look forward to hearing from you. Thank you!




“This is the
right thing to
do - A tax cut
that gives
needed relief at
a critical time,
serves as a
check on future
taxation,
provides for
well needed
discipline  on
government,
and minimizes
the effect of
market forces
and volatility in
the fuel
industry on our
consumers and
local business.”

Legislator Day recog-
nizes the value of
scouting, and typically
attends most Eagle
Scout Court of Honor
and Gold Award func-
tions. Here he is seen
recognlizing three re-
clplents of the Girl
Scout Gold Award (I-r)
Julia Brehl, Sabrina
Alfassa, and Valerle
Genovese during a
luncheon held at the
Patrlot Hills Club in
Stony Point.

“NEWS FOR MY NEIGHBORS”

Sales Tax Cut on Gasoline

| have submitted legislation to
re-establish the County sales
tax cap on gasoline to the
$2.00 per gallon level, reducing
the local tax rate to the capped
level of taxation presently done
by the State of New York. With
the price of gasoline now surg-
ing past the $4.00 per gallon
level with no end in sight, the
time has long passed for
County government to stop bur-
dening our consumers and
businesses, and take advan-
tage of the authority granted by
the State to again cap the sales
tax on gasoline.

| successfully lobbied in
2006 for the State sales tax
cap on gasoline, and then co-
sponsored legislation “opting
into” State legislation that
capped the County sales tax

rate to the $2.00 per gallon
level. Unfortunately the sunset
clause on that legislation
caused the tax break to expire
in 2007.

With prices now over the $4 per
gallon, consumers in all walks
of life are getting slammed. Our
tax policies continue to drive
even more Rocklanders to New
Jersey. My survey of many gas
stations showed a 50% and
more downturn in gasoline
sales, clearly negating any pro-
jection of additional sales tax
revenue. With a cheaper mar-
ket just a few miles away, we
need to recognize the obvious;
We do not collect any sales tax
on any item thatis sold in NJ. A
vicious cycle that hurts busi-
ness and ratables has ensued.

Advocating For Our Community

As a former Civic Association
president, | am keenly aware of
the importance of advocacy in
local issues to make every ef-
fort to make your life a little bit
easier; a little bit safer; and a
little bit simpler.

DOWNTOWN NEW CITY

We are all seeing the very excit-
ing things that were talked
about for years finally take
place before our very eyes. | am
very proud to have advocated
for this effort over these years,
first as a Civic Association
president and now as your
County Legislator. Yes, it has
been a long haul, but the
dream of having New City as
the centerpiece of the County is
starting to take shape.

With the legislation | spon-
sored, the property directly in
front of Dutch Gardens will be
cleared; become a well ap-
pointed gateway to this historic
park; off street parking will be
included; and | am also working
on getting the New City Fire
Department to be part of the
razing as a training piece that
will also save taxpayer dollars.

To be clear, much more will be
done by the Town of Clarkstown
over the next 18 months, in-
cluding the remainder of South
Main Street and Congers Road
to Route 304. In addition, the
28 month County project that
will completely reconstruct New
Hempstead Road has just com-
menced. There will be incon-
venience at times for sure, and
while legjslators have no opera-
tional control over roadway pro-
jects, | have already headed up
a joint County-Town meeting
that included all project and
law enforcement officials, along
with Assemblyman Zebrowski
and representatives from the
local business and residential
community. My PRIMARY goal?
To do my best to ensure disrup-
tions that come with projects of
this scale are absolutely mini-
mized at every turn.

| will continue working with citi-
zens; local business; and my
colleagues in Town and County
government with one focused
goal—to help see this project
through to a successful conclu-
sion that we can all be proud
of!
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Closed service stations, which
we see plenty of, do not contrib-
ute to the tax base, forcing our
property taxes even higher.

This is the right thing to do. A
tax cut that gives needed relief
at a critical time, serves as a
check on future taxation, pro-
vides for well needed discipline
on government, and minimizes
the effect of market forces and
volatility in the fuel industry on
consumers and local business.

POMONA

As you observed on the front
page of this newsletter, the
2010 Census caused a neces-
sary redrawing of the County
legislative maps. Here in New
City, | lost some of the east side
of the hamlet but gained some
western and southern parts. |
also am now representing the
good people just across the
Clarkstown border in Pomona. |
would like to thank Pomona
Village Mayor Brett Yagel and
the members of the village
board for affording me some
introductory time at their May
9th and May 23rd meetings. As
| told them, my purpose is to
render assistance to Pomona
wherever and whenever | can,
and look forward to stopping by
both village board and any civic
meetings in the community. As |
learn, | can help.

If there are any organizations in
the Pomona community who
wish me to stop by, | would be
most pleased to do so. Simply
contact the legislative offices
and we can arrange to have
that set up at your conven-
ience.
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Disruption of Military and Other Funerals

| have sponsored legislation
designed to create legal, en-
forceable buffers for military
and other funerals conducted in
Rockland County. This legisla-
tion is in direct response to the
language included within a re-
cent Supreme Court decision
that affirmed First Amendment
protection for the outrageous
and painful demonstrations
being conducted at military fu-
nerals across the nation.

While the Court voted 8-1 to
uphold the right of the West-
boro Baptist Church of Topeka,
Kansas to picket military funer-
als, Chief Justice Roberts en-
couraged municipalities to es-
tablish reasonable buffers.

While | have a hard time believ-
ing we actually need to legjslate

on what should be common
decency, now we do. We must
recognize that this hate group,
hiding under a religious banner,
has demonstrated and spread
their hate in Rockland before,
and therefore is an urgent mat-
ter. It is also a public safety is-
sue, as trying to maintain calm
while demonstrators catcalling
phrases such as “Thank God for
dead soldiers; Fag Troops, and
Thank God for 9/11” set upon
families trying to bury their
loved ones would be challeng-
ing to say the least.

This issue is fast becoming a
powder keg, and I've gone one
step further so all funeral ser-
vices are included under this
proposed law, scheduled for an
August 2nd hearing.

As a military dad, | certainly
understand the justifiable anger
and excruciating pain of these
families. Taking action now can
go a long way in preventing vio-
lent confrontations and most
importantly, give all grieving

families a right they deserve;
the right to bury their dead in a
loving and respectful environ-
ment. That is not a lot to ask of
government, and frankly is the
least we can ensure for them,
given the families sacrifice.

2011 County Budget Process and County Audit

| did not support the recently
adopted 2011 County Budget,
voting “No” as | saw the budget
to be fully problematic. While
the full details of the rationale
for my vote is posted on the
County Legislature’s website, as
| have always done in matters
of high interest, | can offer
some brief insight here.

The County budget represents
about 6% of your total property
tax bill (Schools about 50%;
Town bill approximately 25%.).

75% of the budget is State and
Federally mandated, with little
control locally. It also includes
items such as the District Attor-
ney, Jails, Highway, Social
Services, Mental Health, and

Reading Programs

For many years, | have been involved in our local
“Parents as Reading Partners” programs, and now as
an elected official, | believe very strongly that role is
even more critical. | see it as an opportunity as your
representative to help instill in our children the joy of
reading and important life lessons contained within
these stories. The fact that | typically run into some of
the youngsters | coach just makes it more fun!

Two of these events from the spring included (l)
New City and (r) Laurel Plains Elementary Schools.

the Sheriff, just to name a few.

| have both supported and
voted against budgets over my
five years as your legislator and
ALWAYS publicly detailed the
rationale for my vote.

While the politically expedient
thing to do was to support this
budget, | could not in good con-
science do so. In short, the time
has come to stop kicking the
can down the road to the direct
detriment of our children and
grandchildren. The efficacy of
this budget submitted by the
County Executive hinged upon a
highly controversial sale of the
County Hospital, along with a
and suspect assumption of $18
million dollars of revenue de-

signed to plug a hole in the cur-
rent budget.

With budget experience in the
public and private sector, it was
clear to me that if there was a
profit coming from this ap-
proach, it should have gone to
addressing our deficit.

| saw this year’'s process as a
defining moment for us. This is
not about a couple of bucks per
month; it is about righting the
ship, protecting our bond rating;
and ensuring that County govern-
ment is viable financially. To that
end, | successfully lobbied for
the NYS Comptroller to come in
and do a complete audit of all
County finances, operations,

and programs. We need to get
our house in order ... Now!
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Legislator Day attended the 17th
Annual Walk A Thon in support of
Transplants Saves Lives held at
Rockland Lake. With him (r-) is our
D.A. Tom Zugibe; Soprano’s star
Danny Grimaldi, and a very brave
ten year old, Lauren Shields, who
was a recipient of a heart trans-
plant that saved her life. Lauren
has become the beacon for the
cause of organ donation, and Leg-
islator Day sponsored legislation in
support of organ donations.

“While the
politically
expedient thing to
do was to support
this budget, |
could not In good
consclence do so.
In short, the time
has come to stop
kicking the can
down the road to
the direct
detriment of our
children and
grandchildren”




County Legislator Ed Day

The Legislature of Rockland County
11 New Hempstead Road
New City, New York 10956

Phone: Main  (845) 638-5100
Direct (845)638-5751
E- Mail

“daye@co.rockland.ny.us”

“l view being here in these chambers not as
an entitlement, but rather as a privilege. | will
bring forward the simple, yet rightfully ex-
pected notion of “people over politics”, and
continue to provide for this community a
ground up, hands on approach to the repre-
sentation of, and advocacy for, the people.
My pledge to you is simple; | will serve the
people of Rockland tirelessly and to the ab-
solute best of my ability; | will meet head on
the challenges that confront our families; |
will continue to make every effort to make
life just a little bit easier for those whom |
serve.

Legislator Ed Day, swearing in ceremony, Rock-
land County Legislature, January 3rd, 2008
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2011 Legislative Session

e Serves on Public Safety, Planning
and Public Works, Economic Devel-
opment Committees and Solid Waste
Authority Board.

o Legislative Liaison to ARC of Rock-
land, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Rockland, and Jawonio.

Important Phone Numbers

EMERGENCY 911

County Information 638-5000
County Clerk 638-5070
Consumer Protection 708-7600
Gas Leaks “O&R” (800) 533-5325

Power Outage “O&R” (877) 434-4100

Poison Control (800) 222-1222

Suicide Hot Line 354-6500
Senior Care Help Line 354-3444
Mental Health Hotline 364-2200
Rape Crisis Center 634-3344
Emergency Shelter 364-2907
Clarkstown Town Hall 639-2000
Clarkstown Police 639-5800
Pomona Village Hall 354-0545
Ramapo Police 357-2400

++ CLIP AND SAVE++

“Honoring True Heroes”

Legislator Day was honored to again have
been part of the VFW Post #851 contin-
gent, and was also accompanied by the
keynote speaker for this year’s annual
New City Memorial Day service—his son,
Army Captain Christopher Day, a decorated
combat veteran of two wars.

The parade is sponsored by the American
Legion Post #1682 of New City, and hun-
dreds turned out to honor those “who gave
up all of their tomorrows so we could have
all of ours.”

“Here and There”

Legislator Day, Legislative Liaison to Jawonio, is seen
here at the construction of the “Community Garden”

Legislator Day helped celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the
Little Tor Elementary School where his sons attended in the
1990’s, and caught up to Tyler and his parents. Tyler was a
member of the New City Rams Jr. Pee Wee 2009 State
Championship football team that he coached.




