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Introduced by: 
Hon. Alden H. Wolfe, Sponsor 
Hon. Harriet D. Cornell, Sponsor 
Hon. Nancy Low-Hogan, Ph.D., Sponsor 

Referral No. 

RESOLUTION NO. OF 2015 

,2015 

URGING THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
TO FACILITATE A COMPREHENSIVE AND IMMEDIATE CLEANUP OF 

HUDSON RIVER PCBs 

WHEREAS, the people of Rockland County treasure the Hudson River as a vital 
and beautiful natural resource that is critical to our continued economic vitality; and 

WHEREAS, from the late 1940s to the late 1970s, the General Electric 
Corporation (GE) discharged up to 1.3 million pounds of polychlorinated biphenyls 
("PCBs") into the Hudson River from its manufacturing plants in Hudson Falls and Fort 
Edward, New York, and these PCBs continually pollute the Hudson River sediment; and 

WHEREAS, while PCBs' endurance made them valuable as industrial products, it 
has made them extraordinarily hazardous to our environment; and 

WHEREAS, almost 200 miles of our Hudson River-- from Hudson Falls to New 
York City-- have been declared a Federal Superfund site as a result of PCB 
contamination; and 

WHEREAS, this Legislature has been in the forefront of efforts to clean the 
Hudson River ofPCBs and to prevent PCB migration inland; and 

WHEREAS, on June 2, 1998 and on April3, 2001 this Legislature passed 
Resolutions supporting a cleanup of the Hudson River's PCBs; 

WHEREAS, PCBs cause cancer in laboratory animals, are considered a probable 
cause of cancer in people, and can trigger other serious health problems, including but not 
limited to liver and kidney disorders, reduced birth weight, reduced conception rates, 
deficits in neurological development (including visual recognition, short-term memory 
and learning) and developmental difficulties due to thyroid hormone interference; and 

WHEREAS, pregnant women and children are especially vulnerable to the 
dangers ofPCBs; and 

WHEREAS, people may be exposed to PCBs by a variety of means, including by 
eating PCB-contaminated fish or other contaminated foods, breathing in airborne PCBs, 
drinking contaminated water, or skin contact with PCB-laden soils; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to posing serious health concerns, PCBs in the Hudson 
River have led to the termination or damage of vital economic industries, including the 



commercial fishing industry, which has been closed below Hudson Falls since 1976; deep 
draft commercial shipping through the Champlain Canal, which has been effectively 
closed for the past thirty (30) years as a result ofPCB-contaminated sediment; and 
tourism, which has been damaged by the perception that PCB contamination prevents the 
Hudson River from being a desireable place to visit; and 

WHEREAS, because river sediment is continually redistributed across the bottom 
of the Hudson River by erosion and river flows, PCBs flow along with it; and 

WHEREAS, elevated levels ofPCBs are still found at the surface of the sediment; 
and 

WHEREAS, as a result of continued PCB migration, control at the contaminant 
source will not alone clean up the Hudson River; and 

WHEREAS, a comprehensive cleanup is therefore critical to the safety and 
continued vitality of our River; and 

WHEREAS, since July of 2002, GE has agreed to a series of administrative 
orders of consent and entered into a consent decree with the Environmental Protection 
Agency, in which it has agreed to remediate the Hudson River's sediment; and 

WHEREAS, the agreed-upon remedy segmented the Upper Hudson River into 
three sections by latitude, with a more stringent cleanup standard applied to River Section 
1 than to River Sections 2 or 3; and 

wHEREAS, GE commenced the first phase of remedial dredging in 2009, and the 
second and final phase in 2011; and 

WHEREAS, in 2011, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmosphereic 
Administration and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service -- our two Federal agencies 
entrusted with assessing the cost of GE'S liability for public losses as a result of PCB 
pollution·--- published reports identifYing problems with the 2002 river sediment remedy 
as implemented; and 

WHEREAS, these problems included, among others, a failure to apply certain 
stringent remedial actions that would consequently leave behind the equivalent of a series 
of Superfund-caliber sites in certain River sections with average surface concentrations of 
five (5) times higher after remediation than planned by the remedy established in 2002; 
that the majority of the elevated post-remediation-construction sediment concentrations 
are adjacent to planned dredge areas, resulting in the high likelihood of remediated areas 
becoming recontaminated; and that the rate of decline of PCBs in fish was significantly 
overestimated by earlier EPA models; and 



WHEREAS, it was determined by our Federal agencies that unremediated 
sediment will eliminate significant opportunities for restoration of natural resources in 
precisely those locations where it would be most valuable; and 

WHEREAS, despite these serious concerns with the cleanup work performed to 
date, no modification to the scope or implementation of the 2002 river sediment remedy 
has been made either by the EPA or GE; and 

WHEREAS, GE anticipates it will complete its limited dredging operations in 
2015, and will likely begin dismantling the infrastructure constructed for the dredging 
and dewatering of contaminated sediments shortly thereafter; and 

WHEREAS, remaining PCB contamination within the river and its floodplains 
inhibits private and public growth, development, and recreational and business 
opportunities along the shores of the Hudson River and presents the risk of 
recontaminating the previously-cleaned areas planned for business or recreational use; 
and 

WHEREAS, the current scope of planned dredging will not restore the Hudson 
River to its former ecological health, and the continued presence of contaminated 
sediments in the Upper Hudson River will prevent the revival oflong-dominant economic 
opportunities for both the Upper and Lower Hudson communities; and 

WHEREAS, a thorough cleanup of the Hudson River that addresses overlooked 
contaminated sediments is crucial to the health of our Hudson River communities; and 

WHEREAS, the---~------- Committee ofthe Legislature has 
met, considered, and by a vote approved this Resolution; now 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Rockland County Legislature hereby urges that the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency and any other relevant State or Federal parties: 

1) address the limitations of Hudson River PCB cleanup efforts to date; 
2) perform a thorough and precise critical analysis of the ongoing 

environmental damage to the Hudson River as a result of PCB contamination; 
3) require that the General Electric Corporation ("GE") satisfies its 

outstanding legal and moral responsibility to remediate PCB contamination of the 
Hudson River; 

4) facilitate an immediate and comprehensive cleanup of the Hudson 
River; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Clerk to the Legislature be and is hereby authorized and 
directed to send a copy of this resolution to the Hon. Barack Obama, President of the 
United States; Hon. Charles Schumer and Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand, United States 
Senators; Hon. Nita Lowey, Member of the United States House of Representatives; Hon. 
Andrew Cuomo, New York State Governor; Eric Schneiderman, New York State 



Attorney General; Hon. David Carlucci, New York State Senator; Hon. Kenneth 
Zebrowski, New York State Assembly; Hon. Ellen Jaffee, New York State Assembly; 
Gina McCarthy, Administrator of the Environmenal Protection Agency; George H. 
Zachos, United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2; Sally Jewell, 
Secretary of the· Interior; Joseph Martens, Commissioner of the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation; Brian U. Stratton, Director of the New York 
State Canal Corporation; Dr. Kathryn D. Sullivan, Undersecretary of Commerce for 
Oceans & Atmosphere and Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency; 
Jeffrey Immelt, Chairman and CEO of the General Electric Corporation; and to such 
other persons as the Clerk, in his discretion, may deem proper in order to effectuate the 
purpose of this Resolution. 

JB 
LG-2015-30 
2/25/15 
3/16/15 



4. A Chairperson of the Task Force shaR be appointed annually by the Ch8i~ 
legislature, · 

and; be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Task Force shall request that the Town of CIBrkstowri 
a representative ot the Town to the pubfic sessions of the Task Force to be a 
Town's current and future planned projects which may impact on the traffic 
faciQties; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Task Force hereby created shall monitor, ..... ,.,w ,
11 . improvements in COOrdination, projection and planning of all planned constructiori'.-~ 

highway projects affecting the county seat and Shall invite public comment on a · 
deems appropriate arld shall report its recommendations to the Planning 
Committee and the Budget and Finance Committee of the county legislature. 

Introduced by: 
Hon. ThomasP.Morahan 
Hon: Kenneth P. Zebrowski 

RESOLUTION NO. 304 
DEDICATION OF DEMAREST KILL RECREATIONAL AREA 

IN NEW CITY TO BE AS A COUNTY PARK 

Mr. Corallo offered the. following resolution, which was seconded by Ms. 
unanimously adopted: 

VVHEREAS, in 1968, this legislature acting on behalf of the County nf ~nt'!~, .. ~ 
approXimately 36 acres of Jan~ from the Greenberg fanliy; and 

WHEREAS, approximately 6 acres of said land have been used and/or develo[ 
County for the Shen'ff's Headquarters and the builclirig and expansion of the RocJdaild 
and 

WHEREAS, the totaJ of approximately 30 acres d Greenberg property 
county and not deveJoped inClUdes a 2.5 acre pond and undeverc:~ped land with the 
stream running through it; and 

\1\#HEREA.S, the County has historically used the 2.5 acre pond and surrounding 
area as a buffer and recreatiOnal area; and 

WHEREAS, the pond and wooded area support a variety or wildrlfe by 
critical habitat requirements and the rand presently contains a trail system that connects:,! 
interesting features throughout the parcel and can also lead to Dutch Gardens; - -· 

WHEREAs, it is the conviction of this LegiSlature that this property. -.. _ _ _ 
Sheriff's Department facilities and any additional area designated for future deveJopm~t_ 
Rockland County Planning Department, shall be presented forever in its natural st ·· · • 
passive p8fkland and as a buffer of green beauty in the area of downtown New 
County Seat; and 

WHEREAS, the" designation of the 30 acres of the Greenberg parcel whiCh the 
owned since 1968, and currenUy riSled on its broChures as •recreational area· whic:h 1 
pond and wooded area along the Demarest KiD stream as a county park wiR preserve this 
as parkland in perpetuity and preserves it from any other use; and 

WHEREAS, Planning and Public WOiks Committee has met, considered 
unanimous vote approved this resOlution; now therefore be it 

Jy;V(_ Z
1 
t r'iq 

:SOlVeD, that the approximate thirty acres of the County owned land, formerly known 
·enberg Property and presently caned the Demarest Kill recreational area, excluding the 
heriffs Department fadDties and any add'rtional area stated by the Rockland CCXJnty 
)epartment at the time of this dedication, as reserved for future development. be 

~ ~ · county pari<. · 

Referral No. 9137 

RESOLUTION NO. 305 
SUPPDRTWG THE EPA'S REASSESSMENT OF PCB'S IN THE 

HUDSON RIVER AND THE EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL 
REMEDIAL ACTIONS 

Corallo offered the following resolution, Which was seconded by Mr. Fomario and 
adopted: 

the health and beauty ~f the Hudson River Is critical to the economic vitality of 
and the Hudson River is a treasured asset; and 

_ __ _ . neady 2.00 miles of the Hudson RNer- from Hudson Falls to New York C'rty
sujlerfund site due to po(ychlorinated bi~enyl <P?B) contamination; and 

PCBs are the most signlfiCaJlt contaminant runiting full use and enjoyment of 
River; and 

PCBs were banned- in 1978 because ot a variety of known and suspected 
1 .. humans and wildlife; and 

PCBs remain in the Hudson River exposing humans and wildlife to their 

an estimated $40 mffiion annually has been lost over the Jast twentY years 
of Hudson River commercial fisheries and restrictions on recreationally 

. ___ .-- . _ ---·· the Hudson VaRey has lost an important cultural hen1age and way of life 
:anomie Vitarltv of the Hudson River region continues to be hampered by the nmitations 

R"IYer and the stigma of PCB contaminatiOn; and 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Superfund officials 
- .... ___ ary 1997 that PCB •hot spots• in the sediment of the upper Hudson are the 
~ source• of PCB contamination to the River, and that microbial breakdown will not rid the 

the EPA Hudson River Reassessment has detennined that without 
leveJs of contamination will continue indefinitely; and 

iiiHEREAS, the Planning and Public Committee has met, considered, and by a unanimous 
this resolutiO!J. now therefore, be it · 

:SOLVED, that the legisJalure of Rockland County hereby expresses its support tor the 
iver Reassessment being conducted by the U.S. EPA under the Superfund, incJudlng 
-"a'-- "--sibiflly of potential remedial action that can most effectively restore the HudsOn 

evaluation of traditional disposal methods as well as innovative technologies 
destroy PCBs; and be it further 



454 

June2,1998 

RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County hereby urges the 
complete the Hudson River Reassessment as expeditiously as possible; and be further . 

RESOLVED, that the Clert of the LegiSlature be and he IS hereby 2:1U1h0Tized 
to send a cerfd'ied copy of this resolution to the Hon. 'William Jefferson Clinton, 
United states; tion. Daniel Patrick Moynihan and Hon. Anonse D'Amato, United 
Hon. Benjamin Gilman, United States Congressman, the President Pro Tern 
Senate; the Speaker of the United States House. of RepresentatiVes, the L_,-,., -··~ 
Leaders of the United states Senate and the House of RepresentatiVes, the Director of t_l 
states Environmental Protection Agency and to .such other persons as the Cleric, In -
may deem proper in order to ettectuate the purpose of this resolution. 

Legislator Zebrowski left the Chambe.s. 

lntr1>duced by: 
Han. SalvatOre Corallo 

REsOLUTION NO. 306 
ACCEPTING AMENDMENT TO FACILITIES MASTER PLAN 

ROCKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Mr. q~rallo offered the foRewing resolution, Which was seconded by Mr. 
adopted: 

WHEREAS by Resolution 627 of 1995, the LegiSlature of Rockland --......... -.-r 
Facifrlies Master Plan tor Rocldancl Community CoRege which included the construction 
campus AlRed Health building which would be constructed following the construction 
Technology Building, and 

WHEREAS. the Rockland community CoUege Boaltf of Trustees has adopted a 
reqqesting that the Legislature approve an amendment to said Master Plan which m® _ _ . 
construction timetable of the ARied Health Building so that construction occurs coneusrently ~ 
TectmoJogy BUUdilg, and that funding be provided tor the aiChitectural and engineering - · 
ADied Health Building, and 

WHEREAS, said amendment to the Master Plan is required tfthe CoUege is 
future funding from ttte Dormitory Authority, and 

WHEREAS, the Planning & Public Works Committee of this legiSlature has 
t:Onsidered and unanimously approved' this resolution, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rocklanct County hereby approves an amenamef 
the FaaTJties Master Plan or Roddand Community College which move up the · ·-·· 
timetable of the Allied Health BUilding so that construction occurs concurrently with the 
Building, and that funding be provided for the architeduraJ and engineering study of the 
Health Building. 

The vote resuHed as foBows: 

AYES: 899 (legislators Branti, Cohen, Corallo, Cornell, Dusanenko, 
JobSon, Karben, Miele. Morahan. Momney. Murphy, PhU/ips, 
Lawrence, Schoenbelger, Simon, Troy, Zeblowski, DaJtfen} 

U.A.NAYS:52 (legislalorlebrowskl) 
ABSENT: 96 (Bsanli. Miele) 

455 

';Legislator Zebrowski returned to the Chambers. 

on the agenda, Acceptance of Bid Of Lowest Responsible Bidders, Lorencin 
...,,p., Hudson vauey Mechanical contractin9 and Perreca ElectriC. Inc., and Approving 
col'l\t'aCtS with Hudson valley Mechanita1 contrad:ing and Perreca Electric co. -
of emergency Generator at Fire Training Center, was wi\hdfaWn. (Referral No. 

RESOLUTION NO. 307 
RECEIVE AND FILE 

ROCKLAND COUNTY DEPARTMENT Of' SOCIAL SERVICES 
1997 ANNUAL REPORT 

.-. , ......... - offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. JoklsOn and 

sly a:lopted: 
~ESOLVED. that the 1997 Annual Report of the Rockland county Department of Social 

-~ .... ..t ;~ ;., h"'""'bv recetved and fded. 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
EMIL E. STRITMATER 

Lawrence offered the following memorial which was seconded' by Mr. Darden and 

tpproved: 
:.SOLVED. that the Legislature of Rock1and county adjourn this meeting in memory or EmU 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
CAROL BERNilZ 

offered the following memorial which was seconded' by Mr. Simon and unanimously 

SOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland county adjourn this meeting in memcny or Carol 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF 
JAMES C. BALLARD 

Lawr«~ce offered the follawinQ memorial whidl was seconded by Mr. Simon and 

,pproved: · 

that the Legislatuie of Rockland cowrty ad"pum this meeting in memory of 



Presentations of Communications 

None 

Comments for the Chainnan 

Legislator Phillips wished everyone a Holy and Happy Passover and Easter. 

Unfinished Business 

None 

The following Agenda item was taken out of sequence: 

Introduced by: 

Hon. Harriet D. Cornell, Sponsor 
Hon. Alan M. Simon. Sponsor 
Han. VJ Pradban. Sponsor 
Hen. Frank Fomario, Sponsor 
Hon. Ellen c. Jaffee, Sponsor 
Hon. Howard T. Phillips, Jr., Sponsor 
Hon. George 0. Darden, Sponsor 

Referral No. 

A~rJJ 31 z10 
RESOLUTION NO. 181 OF 2001 

SUPPORTING THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY'S PLAN FOR REMEDIAL ACTION 

TO CLEAN UP PCB'S IN THE HUDSON RIVER 

Ms. Cornell offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Legislator Jaffee 
adopted: 

WHEREAS, the health and beauty of the" Hudson River is critical to the economic vitality 
our community and the Hudson river is a treasure asset; and 

WHEREAS, the Hudson River has been designated an American Heritage River, and the 
Valley as a National Heritage Area; and 

WHEREAS, nearly 200 miles of the Hudson River- from Hudson Falls to New York 
.are a federal Superfund site due to the polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) contamination; and 

WHEREAS, PCBs are the most significant contaminant limiting full use and enjoyment 
the Hudson River; and 

WHEREAS, PCBs were banned in 1976 because of a variety of known and suspected 
on humans and wildlife; and 

WHEREAS, PCBs remain in the Hudson River exposing humans and wildlife 
effects; and 

WHEREAS, an estimated $40 million annually has been lost over the last twenty years . , 
because of the closure of Hudson River commercial fisheries and restrictions on recreationally ~ 
caught fish and, as a result, the Hudson Valley has lost an important cultural heritage and way 
of life; and 

WHEREAS, the economic vitality of the Hudson' River region continues to be hampered by 
of recreational use of the River and the stigma of PCB contamination; and 

0 
WHEREAS, U.S. EnviOOnmental Protection Agency (EPA) Superfund officials dctcrntined in February 

;' 1997 that PCB "hot ~pots~ in the sediment of the upper Hudson are the "dominant source" of PCB 
·contamination to the River, and that microbial breakdown will not rid the River ofPCBs; and 

[:wHEREAS. the EPA's Hudson River ~e8ssessment has determined that without remediation, 
of contamination will continue indefinitely; and 

WHEREAS, the Multi Services Committee has met, considered and by a vote of three ayes 

nays, approved this resolution; now, therefore be it · 

RESOLVED, that the Rockland County Legislature hereby expresses its support for the findings of the 
remediation plan in the Hudson River Reassessment being conducted by the U.S. EPA under the 

and urges EPA to complete the Reassessment and issue a Record··of Decision (ROD) without delay, 
evaluation ~nd timely implementation of rentedial actions, which include environmental dredging, that 
:ctively restore the Hudson River, as well as the evaluation of traditional disposal methods as well as 

technologies that can be used to destroy PCBs. 

The Vote resulted as follows: 

AYES: 12 

NAYS: 4 

ABSENT: 1 

(Legislators Berliner, Corallo, Cornell, Darden, 
Jaffee, Karben, Moroney, Murphy Phillips, 
Pradhan, Simon, Zebrowski) 

(Legislators Bierker, Dusanenko, Fornario, 
Jobson) 

(Legislator Schoenberger). 

Legislator Corne\1 thanked those whO spoke on the PCB issUes. A special thank you went 
Mayor Elliott, of Croton-On-The-Hudson. 

Legislator Karben had the following remarks on PCB as it relates to Rockland County: 

One of the many things that makes Rockland such a pleasant place to live and raise a 
is our county's abundance of environmental treasures. The Hudson River is one of these 

In addition to the river's aesthetic beauty, it is vital to Rockland's economy as well. The 
of polychlorinated biphenyl contaminates in the water poses a serious health and 
·ntal threat. The PCB's in the Hudscm are having a detrimental effect pn the entire 

Valley, and I believe that We have a responsibility to do what we, can to rectify the situation. 

The Environmental Protection Agency has recognized the severity of the problem and has 
that steps will be taken to remedy the problem in the Hudson. 1 believe that this 

body should stand behind the EPA and support its efforts to rid the Hudson River of 
other contaminates. Future generations of Rocklanders should be given the opportunity 
e Hudson and aU that it has to offer. We must stand idly by while the PCBs in our river 

the health and welfare of Rockland residents. 1 therefore support Resolution 181 of 2001, 
all of my colleagues to do the same. 

-·····~~-



SAMPLE 

RESOLUTION REGARDING THE REMOVAL OF PCBs FROM THE HUDSON RIVER 

WHEREAS, the Hudson River is an American Heritage River, and the Valley a National Heritage Area, and the health 
and beauty of the Hudson River is critical to the economic vitality of the communities surrounding it, as well as the state 
and the country at large; and 

WHEREAS, nearly 200 miles of the Hudson River- from Hudson Falls to New York City- are a federal Superfund 
site because the General Electric Corporation (GE) discharged large quantities of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) from 
two of its manufacturing plants for thirty years, between 1947 and 1977; and 

WHEREAS, PCBs are manmade, bioaccumulative, persistent organic pollutants that have been linked to a wide variety of 
adverse health effects, including, among others: cancer, liver, and kidney disorders; reduced birth weight, conception 
rates, and live birth rates; persistent and significant deficits in neurological development, including visual recognition, 
short-term memory and learning; and developmental problems due to interference with thyroid hormone levels; and 

WHEREAS, PCBs discharged by GE are present throughout the Hudson River ecosystem: in soils and sediments within 
the river and the surrounding floodplains; in the living tissues of wildlife, from low-level organisms to larger animals such 
as birds and fish; and, periodically, suspended in the river itself or in the air; and 

WHEREAS, human beings may be exposed to PCBs by a variety of means, including eating PCB-contaminated fish or 
other contaminated foods, breathing in airborne PCBs, drinking PCB-contaminated water, or skin contact with PCB-laden 
soils; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to posing ongoing health concerns, the continued presence ofPCBs in the Hudson River has 
terminated or significantly damaged a number of formerly robust economic industries, including: the multi-million-dollar
a-year commercial fishing industry, closed below Hudson Falls since 1976; deep draft commercial shipping through the 
Champlain Canal, effectively closed for the past thirty years by the accumulation ofPCB-contaminated sediments in the 
canal; and tourism, long-impaired by public perception that PCB contamination prevents the Hudson from being a safe or 
desirable place to visit or recreate; and 

WHEREAS, the continued presence ofPCBs in the Hudson River has also diminished the use and enjoyment of those 
who currently use the river, as exemplified by the longstanding NY State Department of Health (DOH) fish advisories 
against the consumption of recreationally caught fish and the numerous government-posted signs along the river warning 
of the presence of PCB-contaminated soils and sediments; and 

WHEREAS, EPA determined in 2000 as part of its Reassessment Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RifFS) for the 
Hudson River Superfund Site that PCBs in the upper Hudson were a "dominant source" of "the PCB load to the water 
column of the Upper Hudson River," and that microbial breakdown (natural attenuation) will not rid the River ofPCBs; 
and 

WHEREAS, the EPA's 2002 Record of Decision for the Hudson River Site selected environmental dredging and off-site 
disposal ofPCB-contaminated sediment from the Upper Hudson River as the best river sediment remedy to reestablish the 
ecological and economic health ofthe Hudson River; and 

WHEREAS, since July of 2002, GE has agreed to a series of administrative orders of consent and has entered into a 
consent decree with EPA, all in which it has agreed to perform activities needed for implementation of the selected 
remedial action for river sediments; and 

WHEREAS, this remedy segmented the Upper Hudson River into three sections by latitude, with a more stringent cleanup 
standard applied to River Section I than to River Sections 2 or 3; and 

WHEREAS, GE commenced the first phase of remedial dredging in 2009, and the second and fmal phase in 2011; and 

WHEREAS, in 2011, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service-the two federal agencies, along with the State of New York, entrusted with assessing the cost of GE' s significant 
and outstanding "natural resource damage" liability for public losses incurred as a result of GE's pollution of the Hudson 
River (the "Tmstees"}-published reports identifying a number of problems with the 2002 river sediment remedy as 
implemented; and 



11??3?.~Q1~E~Ee5131ffi[~rii::;K_;G~res~EEE2£C!AE'BPP29NK~KTim]£S[::=tt ·-·=:·==:::·O'm::§E[~.I 

WHEREAS, these problems included, among others: that failure to apply the more stringent criteria in River Sections 2 
and 3, in practice, would leave behind the "equivalent to a series of Superfund-caliber sites" in those sections with 
average surface concentrations at "five times higher after remediation than predicted by the 2002 remedy;" that "the 
majority of the elevated post-construction sediment concentrations are adjacent to planned dredge areas" resulting in "the 
high likelihood of remediated areas becoming recontaminated;" that the rate of decline of PCBs in fish "was significantly 
overestimated" by earlier EPA models; and that unremediated sediments "will eliminate significant opportunities for 
restoration of natural resources in precisely those locations where it would be most valuable;" and 

WHEREAS, despite these significant concerns, no modification to the scope or implementation of the 2002 river sediment 
remedy has been made either by EPA or GE; and 

WHEREAS, significant amounts ofPCBs also remain in the Hudson River floodplains, and portions of the Old 
Champlain Canal in Schuylerville; and 

WHEREAS, GE anticipates it will complete its limited dredging operations in 2015, and presumably will begin 
dismantling its multi-million dollar infrastructure constructed for the dredging and dewatering of contaminated sediments 
shortly thereafter; and 

WHEREAS, in September of20 14, GE agreed to an administrative order on consent regarding study of the Upper Hudson 
River floodplains to assist in the creation of an RifFS for remediating those floodplains; and 

WHEREAS, remaining PCB contamination within the river and the floodplains inhibits private and public growth, 
development, and recreational and business opportunities along the shores of the Hudson River and presents the risk of 
recontaminating the previously-cleaned areas planned for business or recreational use; and 

WHEREAS, the current scope of planned dredging will not restore the Hudson River to its former ecological health, and 
the continued presence of highly contaminated sediments in the Upper Hudson River will prevent the revival of long
dormant economic opportunities for both the Upper and Lower Hudson communities; and . 

WHEREAS, these significant economic opportunities can only be unlocked by a robust cleanup of the Hudson that 
addresses contaminated sediments overlooked by the 2002 Record of Decision as well as other contaminated areas within 
and around the Hudson River; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the hereby urges GE to address 
its outstanding legal responsibilities for PCB contamination of the Hudson River by entering into a mutually-beneficial 
agreement with EPA, the Trustees, and/or any other relevant parties to ensure the following will occur before the existing 
dredging and dewatering infrastructure is dismantled: (I) the dredging of all areas of PCB-contaminated sediments in 
River Sections 2 and 3 that would require cleanup under the applicable-standards in River Section I, including, at 
minimum, the 136 acres identified by the federal Trustees; (2) any additional necessary removal of soils and sediments in 
PCB-contaminated "hot spots" in and around the Upper Hudson River, including cleanup of the Champlain Canal to 
ensure full use of the canal by deep-draft shipping vessels; and (3) a thorough analysis and robust cleanup of other areas 
in and around the Hudson River, including the floodplains and the Old Champlain Canal, in order to restore the River to 
its full health and value as a natural and economic resource. 

And further, BE IT RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be sent to: 

• Jeffrey Immelt, Chairman and CEO, General Electric Corporation 

• New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo 

• NYS Office of the Attorney General 

• NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

• NYS Canal Corporation 

• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency (NOAA) 

• US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service 

• US Environmental Protection Agency- Region 2 and Hudson River Field Office 

• Hudson River Congressional Delegation 

Motion made at a regular meeting of the ____________ , on--------------
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Just the Facts - Cleaning Up Hudson River PCBs 

Download the Brochure 

THE FACTS 

For'30 years ending In the late 1970s, the General Electric Company (GE) discharged 
as much as 1.3 million pounds of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) Into the Hudson 
River from its capacitor manufacturing plants In Hudson Falls and Fort Edward, New 
York. The PCBs remain in the river sediment. After many years of study, 40 miles of 
the Upper Hudson is now slated for an environmental cleanup. 

PCBs are harmful to people's health. 
PCBs cause cancer in laboratory animals,. are considered a probable cause of cancer in 
people, and can trigger serious health problems, including low birth weight and 
reproductive and immunological problems. Pregnant women and children are 
especially vulnerable. Major national and international health organizations, including 
the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, the National Institute of 
Occupational Safety and Health, the American Cancer Society, and the World Health 
Organization agree with EPA about the toxicity of PCBs. 

Eating fish from the Hudson can be dangerous. 
For twenty-five years, concerns about PCBs in Hudson River fish have prompted New 
York State to issue health advisories that recommend limits on eating fish from the river. People should protect themselves by 
following state fish consumption advisories. Information is avallable from the New York State Department' of Health (see note 
Inside). Women of childbearing age and children under age 15 should not eat any fish from the Hudson River. No one should eat 
fish caught between the Federal Dam at Troy and Hudson Falls. 

People conti!lue to eat fish fr:om the Hudson. 
Some say the answer to the PCB problem is to just not eat the fish. This approach ignores reality. Studies show that people who 
fish the river for recreation, as a cultural practice or for subsistence, continue to eat the fish they catch and bring them home to 
their families. Accepting that we can't eat Hudson River fish simply writes off this important natural resource. 

The river looks clean, but looks can be deceiving. 
Improvements in the health of the Hudson River are visible and substantial. Thanks to the federal Clean. Water Act and advances in 
sewage treatment, bacteria and nutrients have declined significantly, creating a healthier river environment that has encouraged 
the return of fish and wildlife. But the bottom line is that PCBs in the river sediment are not visible. It's what you can't see that can 
hurt you. 

Although PCBs do break down, they remain in the river and are hazardous. 
The endurable quality of PCBs, which made them valuable as Industrial products, makes them hazardous to the environment. PCBs 
degrade naturally over time, but the process - called natural dechlorination - does not make them harmless. EPA considers all 
PCBs, regardless of their level of chlorination, to be hazardous to people's health. The PCBs may change, but they don't go away. 

The Hudson River is not cleaning itself. 
PCB levels in river water and fish have declined significantly since 1977, which some people offer as proof that the river Is cleaning 
itself. But the decline is largely due to the ban on PCB discharges that went into effect that year. When direct discharges of the 
contaminant were stopped, PCB concentrations In river water and fish, logically, dropped as well. 

PCB levels in fish. are not going down. 
Alt~ough PCB levels in fish have decreased over the past twenty years, the downward trend has leveled off. In fact, average PCB 
levels in the fish of the Upper Hudson have not changed significantly In recent years. They are still high enough to trigger 
restrictions on eating fish and a ban on commercial fishing. 

PCBs in the sediment are not safely buried. 
River sediment is continually redistributed across the bottom by erosion and river flows. This moVement exposes PCB-contaminated 
sediment, making it available to the fish. Elevated levels of PCBs, up to 1,650 parts per million, are still found at the surface of the 
sediment, and 90% of the sediment cores collected in 2002 and 2003 had PCBs in the top two inches. 

PCBs move throughout the river. 
A sophisticated scientific technique was used to fingerprint where the PCBs come from and where they go. It enabled us to track 
_the movement of PCBs in the sediment of the Thompson Island Pool - the most heavily contaminated section of the river- through 
the water, 100 miles south to Kingston. The fingerprints also reveal that the five-fold increase in PCBs, as water flows through the 
Thompson Island Pool, comes from the sediment. 

http:/ /www.epa.gov/hudson/just_ facts_ 08 _ 04.htm 2/25/2015 
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Source control alone will not clean up the river. 
Each day, about three to five ounces of PCBs enter the river at the top of the Thompson Island Pool through fractures in the 
bedrock underneath the GE Hudson Falls plant. Samples show that about one to two pounds of PCBs flow out of the Thompson 
Island Pool every day. It's simple math. The additional PCBs come from the river sediment. By turning off the Hudson Falls spigot, 
PCB levels in fish should go down somewhat. That's why control of the source is an important complement to EPA's cleanup plan. 
But without targeted dredging, PCBS In the sediment will continue to find their way into fish at unacceptable levels and for an 
unacceptable length of time. 

Letting nature take Its course will not protect people and animals who eat fish from the Hudson. 
It has been suggested that if no action were taken other than source control, the levels of PCBs in fish will meet the federal Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) tolerance level of 2 ppm between 2010 and 2014. FDA standards reflect a market basket approach, 
which assume people eat a variety of fish from a variety of places, purchased at their local market. A. PCB level of 2 ppm is not 
sufficient to protect people and animals who regularly eat fish from the Hudson River. That's why we have developed a risk-based 
concentration of .OS ppm as our goal for PCBs in fish. That is also the advisory level for unrestricted consumption accepted for the 
Great Lakes. 

Note: Information about Hudson River and New York State fishing advisories lex•r-o;,.c•"•""'• .. > can be found by calling 1-800-845-1158 
ext. 27815. 

SUMMARY 

Looks can be deceiving. Yes, the Hudson River looks clean and is teeming with fish. But, the fish and the river bottom on which 
they depend for food and shelter are contaminated by PCBs. PCBs probably cause cancer and can cause other serious health 
problems. 

The river is not cleaning itself. The PCBs are not safely buried in the sediment. They continue to move as the river flows and each 
day add to the pollution of the river. 

The Hudson River can one day be as healthy as it is beautiful and the ecological benefits of cleaning up the river will be enjoyed for 
generations to come. But, It will take the collective will of the thousands of people who cherish the river for its history, its resources 
and its natural beauty. 

EPA Contacts 

Dave Kluesner 
Public Affairs Specialist 
290 Broadway 
Manhattan, NY 10007 
212-637-3653 
kluesner dave@epa.gov 

EPA Regional Public Liaison 
EPA Region 2 has designated a public liaison as a point-of-contact for community concerns and questions about the federal 
Superfund program in New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. To support this effort, the Agency has 
established a 24-hour, toll-free number that the public can call to request_ information, express concerns, or register complaints 
about Superfund. The public liaison for EPA's Region 2 office is: 

George H. Zachos 
U.S. EPA, Region 2 
2890 Woodbridge Avenue MS-211 
Edison, New Jersey 08837 
(732) 321-6621, Toll-free (888) 283-7626 

http://www.epa.gov/hudson/just_facts _ 08 _ 04.htm 2/25/2015 



Memo 

To: Manna jo Green 
From: Peter deFur 
Date: 3 December 2013 
Re: Hudson River Phase II dredging monitoring summary 9/11/13-11/08/13 

This memo summarizes the end of season update on Phase 2, Year 3 dredging operations 
(Apri129, 2013- November 2013). As of November 15,2013, the EPA notes 628,000 yds 3 of 
sediments dredged in 2013, similar to the 650,000 yds3 of sediments removed in 2012 
(SOURCE: http-J/wwwhudsondredgjngdata co m/ProductjyjtyHjstoryJ/ ). Backfilling is 
scheduled to continue into December 2013 

Dredging was scheduled to occur in Certification Units (CUs) 49- 60 and 67-78, which 
covers areas around Griffin Island to just below the North umber land Dam. As of 
11/15/2013, CUs 49-59, 67-75,-and 78 have been completed as planned. Certification Units 
76-77 are still noted as "ongoing dredging operations", and CU 60 shows as incomplete with 
"no activity". Five parcels, not part of the original Phase.2 Year 3 dredging plan are noted as 
completed (CU 99 and 100) or as "ongoing dredging operations" (CUs 79, 83, and 84). 
Inquiries are being made for more information on the chapges to this year's dredging 
activities. 

The last 2 ¥, months of dredging had only one exceedance event, which was an air quality 
monitoring exceedance at the Processing Facility on September 2Qth. There were no odor, 
noise, lighting, or navigation (Quality of Life Performance Standards) monitoring 
exceedances. There were also no PCB water quality exceedances during the 59 dates with 
recorded levels. 

As shown in the graphs, below, both far field stations show a slight increase in PCB levels 
during pre-dredge preparations ( 4/9-4/29) and early in the dredging season. At this time, it 
is not clear if this slight rise is due to seasonal variations (such as freeze/thawfmelt cycles), 
pre-dredge activities, or a combination of both. The single exceedance happened in june, 
with overall PCB levels maintaining their highest consistent readings during july and 
August. Levels decreased as the dredging season drew to a close. Levels at the nearer 
monitoring station, Stillwater, were generally slightly higher than those atthe farthest far
field station of Waterford. 

Reference: http·//yywwb1Jdsondredgjngdata co ml 
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Please note that dates with "0" as the PCB Concentration level are dates with no data 
recorded and do not necessarily represent actual zero levels of PCB concentrations. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mary Widmer 
Deputy Clerk to the Legislature 

James M. Birnbaum, Esq. M 
Legislative Counsel ~ 

March 18,2015 · 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: Draft Resolution- Urging the United States Environmental Protection Agency To Facilitate A 
Comprehensive And Immediate Cleanup Of Hudson River PCBs 

Attached is a draft Resolution as indicated above, together with supporting information. 

This Resolution will be sponsored by Legislators Wolfe, Cornell, and Low-Hogan. 

Thank you. 

JMB 
Enc 



From: 
To: 
CC: 
Date: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Jim-

Laurence Toole 
Birnbaum, Jim 
Cornell, Harriet; Low Hogan, Nancy; Roman, Amanda; Seidel, Chri~; Si. .. 
2/24/2015 2:56 PM 
Referral Request - Calling for a Comprehensive Cleanup of Hudson River PCBs 
Referral Request 

Please initiate a draft referral with regard to the above matter. Please find attached supporting 
documentation outlining specifics received from Chairman Alden Wolfe that should be reviewed and 
incorporated into the request. 

Upon completion, please direct this matter to an upcoming meeting of the Environmental committee and 
list Chairman Alden Wolfe and Legislators Harriet Cornell and Nancy Low-Hogan. as the sponsors . 

. Thank you. 

Larry 

• 



From: 
To: 
CC: 
Date: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Larry-

Alden Wolfe 
Toole, Laurence 
cornellh@optonline.net; nlowhogan@optonline.net; Widmer, Mary 
2/18/2015 9:41 AM 
Referral Request 
Hudson Dredge Dec 13 final.pdf; RESOLUTION REGARDING THE REMOVAL OF PCBs FR 
OM THE HUDSON RIVER 2.12.15.docx 

Please create a referral to the appropriate committee -Adoption of a resolution calling for a 
comprehensive cleanup of Hudson River PCBs. A sample resolution is attached as well as additional back
up information. 

This resolution will be sponsored by myself, Legislator Cornell and Legislator Low-Hogan. 

Thank you. 

Alden 

Alden H. Wolfe 
Chairman of the Legislature 
Allison-Parris County Office Building 
11 New Hempstead Road 
New City, NY 10956 
845-638-5269 
845-638-5675 (fax) 


