
Dear Neighbor, 
     For the last several years, I 
have warned about the increasingly 
strained finances of Rockland 
County. The majority of legislators 
have advocated and passed higher 
taxes of all sorts as the solution to 
the many problems we face. I vehe-
mently fought against every tax in-
crease and every newly proposed 
tax in this county—unfortunately, 
to no avail. 
     Other officials sat back and let 
this happen, without proposing any 
real solutions. I challenged their 
position as well, suggesting that we 
make real cuts in the county 
budget to avoid higher property 
and other tax increases. My calls 
for fiscal discipline remain strong, 
and I will continue in that effort. 

     The recently approved 2013 
budget is the latest example of offi-
cials raising taxes while doing 
nothing to legitimately reduce the 
size of the budget. In the article be-
low, I delve deeper into this. 
     Since becoming your legislator, 
it has been the greatest honor to 
serve as your representative. Time 
and again, I have kept my promise 
to oppose all new taxes and tax in-
creases, because in my view, that is 
not the way in which government 
will truly escape the $96 million 
deficit its leaders have created. 
     As always, my actions are dic-
tated by you, my incredible con-
stituents. Your support has en-
abled me to be your legislator, and 
I will never fail to serve your best 
interests in that position. 
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Fighting For Rockland Businesses 

Sparaco Opposes 2013 Budget 
    The County Executive 
proposed a budget that 
included eliminating 
roughly 70 positions in 
county government and 
several programs, includ-
ing the Sheriff’s mounted 
patrol and Health Depart-
ment programs.  
     While I believe that 
the only way for the 
county to survive is to 
make severe cuts in gov-
ernment, the proposed 
budget did include an 18% 
property tax increase, 
which I strongly opposed. 
     The budget process 
moved forward with the 
legislature’s review and 
amendment of the budget. 
When the legislature 
added its input, they actu-
ally voted to fund all the 

cuts that the County Ex-
ecutive proposed. I fought 
against removing those 
cuts, but the majority did 
away with the cuts, and 
passed a budget without 
reducing the tax increase. 
     This budget, like oth-
ers in the past, is simply a 
smoke and mirrors, and 
an attempt to once again 
hide and deny the devas-
tating state of our fi-
nances. By not confront-
ing growing government 
and reducing unneeded 
expenses, county govern-
ment is simply passing 
along the expense of 
waste to the taxpayers. 
Once again, I worked 
against this, and proudly 
voted no on this unrealis-
tic and damaging budget. 

     Over a year ago, Rock-
land County put out a bid 
for a bus company to oper-
ate its bus lines. The con-
tract was for roughly $70 
million. Brega Transpor-
tation, a local business, 
attempted to place a bid 
on the contract. However, 
Brega could not meet the 
county’s bid restrictions, 
and therefore could not 
qualify. 
     I set to work with my 
colleagues in the county to 
determine why the bid 

was so restrictive, and 
how to open the process 
up to local companies. Af-
ter the bids were re-
turned, Brega came in 
with the lowest bid.  
     I proudly went against 
the county executive and 
others twice to vote to 
award the contract to 
Brega. It saved taxpayers 
$7 million, and gave us an 
opportunity to create jobs 
and stimulate the local 
economy by keeping $70 
million in Rockland. 

“Rockland County government is like 
‘The Twilight Zone’ - it relies on a lot 
of science fiction, features twists and 
turns, a dose of horror, and often leaves 
you in tears.”     - Legislator Frank Sparaco 

Sparaco Sticks To 2% 
Property Tax Cap Pledge  
     During the 2011 campaign, I and 
other legislators campaigned for 
election or re-election, and promised 
that we would abide by the 2% prop-
erty tax cap mandated by Governor 
Cuomo. 
     Unfortunately, as often happens, 
politicians make promises—and 
politicians break promises. Proudly, 
I have kept my pledge—one of only 
3 out of 17 legislators to keep to the 
tax cap. I have not broken my prom-
ise and have consistently fought 
against all tax increases - including 
the property tax increases that sur-
pass the property tax cap.  
     It is important to know that 
when your legislator makes a prom-
ise and gives you his word that he is 
ready and able to stand by it. I have. 



     In January, after passing the 
legislation mentioned above, I at-
tended a rally in support of our Sec-
ond Amendment rights. As a county 
legislator, I will defend our gun 
rights just as I defended all of our 
rights when I served in our nation’s 

military abroad. I am proud to live 
in a country where behind every 
blade of grass is a freedom loving 
patriot with a rifle, and that is why 
I fought against The Journal News 
when they publicly labeled gun 
owners, and that is why I have 
strongly opposed the NY SAFE Act. 
     The NY SAFE Act – which was 
passed with no debate in the dark 
of night – is nothing more than po-
litical theatrics. It will not save one 
life or prevent one crime. If some-
one breaks into my home when I’m 
not there, I want my pregnant wife 
to be able to defend herself and my 
two daughters with whatever weap-
ons and bullets I choose. Governor 
Cuomo thinks otherwise. 

     Cuomo and his elitist friends in 
the state legislature have never 
served in the military, and don’t 
know what it’s like to face down ty-
rannical governments who work to 
take away the liberties of people. In 
the United States – all of us – re-
gardless of political affiliation, 
should stand up to government in-
trusion, especially when the gov-
ernment is trying to confiscate our 
property and strip us of our God-
given rights. 
     As gun owners, we are protect-
ing the free state that is America, 
and we will continue to fight 
against those who would remove 
those protections from us and our 
families. 

     The decision by The 
Journal News to publish 
all the names and ad-
dresses of gun owners in 
Rockland County was 
reckless and ridiculous. 
Regardless of anyone’s po-
sition on the issue of gun 
control, people on both 
sides of the debate have 
agreed that publicizing 
personal information of 
legal gun owners served 
no positive purpose. It is 
likely, in fact, that their 
decision to do so has 
posed a serious threat to 
residents. 
     As a result of their dis-
closure, any person seek-
ing to commit crimes of 
any sort knows exactly 
who has a legal weapon in 
their home – and who 
does not. The Journal 
News’ sensationalist ac-
tions have placed resi-
dents at risk, and they 
continue to be unapolo-
getic about it. Their lack 
of concern for public 

safety and responsible 
journalism have demon-
strated their lack of integ-
rity and irrelevance in 
public discourse. 

     Ordinary residents are 
now being confronted with 
unprecedented threats to 
their personal safety. In 
a d d i t i o n ,  R o c k l an d 
County Correction Offi-
cer’s have been ap-

proached by inmates who 
informed them that be-
cause of the Journal News 
database, they now know 
where officers and their 
families live. This is a 
deadly threat to those 
who spend their days se-
curing our neighborhoods. 
     Just a few weeks ago, a 
home that appeared on 
the list online as having a 
gun permit holder was 
broken into, and those 
who broke in attempted to 
open up the owner’s gun 
safe. That break-in oc-
curred because those who 
committed that crime 
knew of the presence of 
weapons because of the 
Journal News map online. 
     This issue is not a Re-
publican or Democratic 
Party issue; it is an issue 
of common sense. That is 
why I and other legisla-
tors came together and 
put aside our political dif-
ferences for the good of 
the residents of Rockland.    

     Together, we intro-
duced and passed three 
key pieces of bipartisan 
legislative action: 
    1. Local legislation to 
provide free gun locks to 
our residents, 
    2. Resolution condemn-
ing The Journal News, 
    3. Resolution asking 
our state representatives 
to support a law to prevent 
the Journal News or any 
other irresponsible group 
from obtaining and releas-
ing the names and ad-
dresses of permit holders.  
     After the state passed 
this critical legislation, 
The Journal News was 
forced to remove their ir-
responsible gun map. This 
is a victory for gun owners 
and non-gun owners alike. 
Though a great deal of 
damage was done by their 
initial actions, we were 
able to minimize that 
damage, and force The 
Journal News to correct 
their misdeed. 

LEGISLATOR FRANK SPARACO FIGHTS FOR GUN OWNERS 

Sparaco Opposes Dangerous Release of Gun Owner’s Information 

Legislator Frank Sparaco at a 
press conference condemning 
The Journal News and propos-
ing landmark legislation with 
legislators and law enforcement. 

Sparaco Fights Cuomo’s Anti-Gun Laws 

 Legislator Sparaco at a gun rights rally. 



Celebrating Our Children’s Success 
     Over the last number of years, the Val-
ley Cottage Indians Cheerleaders have 
been an incredible team. They have trav-
eled the country and competed in state 
and national outings where they have re-
peatedly placed at the top of the nation. 
     In 2011, they won many contests, in-
cluding the Empire State Classic Champi-
onship and the Pop Warner Eastern Re-
gion Championship. It all culminated with 
them becoming the Pop Warner National 
Champions—an incredible feat.  
     In 2012, they repeated their amazing 
successes, going to the Pop Warner Na-
tional Championship and finishing in sec-
ond place.  
     Recently, I was very proud to honor 
them at the legislature. I applaud them 
and their coaches for the incredible work 
they do to make our community proud.  

     The Nyack High School Marching 
Band participated in their very first 
marching band competition in December. 
They stunned everyone by emerging from 
that contest in first place, becoming the 
New York State Class II A Champions. 
     The band won the championship for 
“best music, best overall effect, best per-
cussion, best color guard and best visual.” 
     I applaud all of the talented band 
members, as well as the Director, Mike 
Smith. Mike’s experience and under-
standing of music, and the students’ drive 
to perform and succeed, are an incredible 
combination. I am sure they will be com-
peting in and winning many more con-
tests in the future. 
     After their victory, I presented them 
with certificates of achievement along 
with Legislature Chair Harriet Cornell. 

Thank You, Donna 
     The Valley Cottage Indians have 
celebrated many successes, includ-
ing that of their Junior Pee Wee 
Football team. 
     The hard-working team played 
strong throughout their season, 
and earned victories against teams 
with good records and strong play-
ers. They played with a great team 
spirit all year long, and emerged 

from Rockland to compete against 
other teams from across the state.  
     The team finished in 1st Place 
for the Empire State Classic Down-
state Championship, and in 2nd 
Place for the full Empire State 
Classic Championship. For their 
victories, I was proud to present 
them all with certificates of recog-
nition from the legislature. 

Legislator Sparaco presents certificates to the Valley Cottage Indians Cheerleaders. 

Legislator Sparaco presents certificates to the Nyack High School Marching Band. 

Celebrating Football Champions 
     After over 20 years of leading the 
Valley Cottage Indian Cheerleaders, 
Donna Prinicipe is retiring. We are 
all very sad to see her go, and we 
are incredibly thankful for the way 
she led our cheerleaders for years.  
     For her years of service, I pre-
sented Donna with the Rockland 
Distinguished Service Award. We 
all wish her the best of luck. 



Taxes, Taxes, Taxes 
     Time and again, county leaders 
have created new taxes and in-
creased old taxes to bring in more 
revenue to Rockland’s coffers in or-
der to sustain what I believe are 
irresponsible financial policies.  
     The largest source of tax reve-
nue has always been sales taxes. 
The county currently has an 
8.375% sales tax rate, but in 2012, 
the legislature voted to increase 
that rate to 8.75%. The sales tax 
hurts people who can least afford it, 
and a higher sales tax rate will 
push Rocklanders to shop in New 
Jersey or elsewhere to avoid such a 
high rate. 
     Property taxes have soared in 
recent years. Here are the figures: 
 2009: 10% property tax hike 
 2010: 5% property tax hike 
 2011: 2.5% property tax hike 
 2012: 30% property tax hike 
 2013: 18% property tax hike 
     That totals over 82% in tax in-
creases in the last five years! 

     I have never supported these 
outrageous property tax increases, 
and I never will.  
     Other tax increases were pro-
posed and passed, all without my 
support. The county approved a 30 
cent a month tax increase on all 
cell phone bills.  
     Another increase was aimed at 
the mortgage tax. In 2012, the 
county passed a proposal to in-
crease the mortgage tax by 100%, 
from $2.50 for every $1,000 bor-
rowed to $5.00 for every $1,000 bor-
rowed.  
     Creating new taxes is an even 
more outrageous plan to get the 
county out of debt. No matter how 
small they start out, new taxes lend 
themselves to being increased tre-
mendously over time—as we have 
seen with the sales tax in Rockland. 
     One of the new taxes is a 4% tax 
on all heating bills. Families are 
cutting out as much as they can to 
make their ends meet, but the 
county’s heating tax is making that 

harder than ever. Since families 
cannot survive without heat, every 
family is being forced to pay this 
pernicious and unavoidable tax. 
     Families who are leaving the 
county are facing a new charge on 
the way out. A new “Transfer 
Tax” was created that charges a 
$4.00 tax for every $1,000 of a 
home’s sale price. The average 
homeowner would have to pay 
around $2,000 in a new tax just for 
selling what is rightfully theirs. 
     A new vehicle registration 
tax was created. The tax would 
charge every car owner with a 
$5.00 tax—a fee that would in-
crease to $10.00 for SUVs. 
     A 3% hotel occupancy tax 
would be added to every hotel bill 
in Rockland County, which would 
damage tourism and all hospitality 
businesses in the county.  
     All of these new and increased 
taxes are simply unacceptable, yet 
county leaders continue to push 
them. I will continue to fight them. 

Leading A Bi-Partisan Effort to Eliminate Chargebacks 
     Recent differences between 
county and town governments have 
damaged relationships between 
municipalities and have only ham-
pered our ability to do more for the 
residents we serve. That is why I 
joined with Legislators Ilan 
Schoenberger and Alden Wolfe - 
two Democrats - to eliminate the 
so-called “chargebacks” that forced 
town governments to pick up the 
tab for local students who attend 
community colleges outside of 
Rockland County. 
     The chargebacks were intended 
to raise revenue for the county, but 
in the end, they only made it more 
difficult on towns. I always opposed 
these chargebacks, because I be-
lieved they were a gimmick that 
passed the buck but did nothing to 
solve Rockland’s real financial 
woes. Taxpayers were still respon-
sible for the expenses, and would 

have paid them 
through their town 
taxes instead of their 
county taxes. That is 
not the kind of real so-
lution we need in 
Rockland. 
    That is why I was 
delighted to join my 
colleagues across the 
aisle to end this debate 
between towns and the 
county and remove the 
chargebacks from the 
town’s balance sheets. 
     The legislation pro-
posed has the support 
of all five town super-
visors and their boards, and will go 
a long way to enable us to work to-
gether once again to find common-
sense solutions and not pass the 
buck between each other. 
     I am confident that this proposal 

will have support among Republi-
cans and Democrats alike, and will 
pass the legislature. After that, it is 
imperative that we keep working 
together in the same way to bring 
an end to our county’s troubles. 

Legislator Sparaco proposing legislation to end chargebacks 
alongside two of his Democratic colleagues in the Legislature. 


