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 The Legislature of Rockland County 

        
JAY HOOD, JR. 
Legislator – District 3 
 
Chair, Public Safety Committee 
 
Members Present: Members Absent: Others Present: 
Leg. T. Earl, Vice Chair Leg. J. Hood, Jr. Chair L. Falco  Leg. D. Jobson M. Barbera 
Leg. Chair H. Cornell  Leg. E. Day  E. Yeger, Esq. G. Wren  Leg. N. Low-Hogan 
Leg. A. Wolfe     R. Van Cura M. Riconda T. Millburn 
Leg. C. Carey      
Leg. A. Paul     

MINUTES 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2013 

5:15 PM 
ROLL CALL 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES, MEETING OF OCTOBER 29, 2013 
MOTION TO ADOPT:          UNAN 
CAREY/PAUL 
 
1. REF. #5327 - APPROVING INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF  

ROCKLAND AND THE VILLAGE OF SPRING VALLEY IN CONNECTION WITH A 2013 
BYRNE JUSTICE ASSISTANT GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM AWARD THAT WILL GO 
DIRECTLY TO THE VILLAGE OF SPRING VALLEY IN THE AMOUNT OF $12,912 AND 
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
[OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF] ($12,912) 
(LOUIS FALCO, SHERIFF) 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE:               UNAN 
PAUL/CAREY                             TRANSFER TO B&F  12/10/13 
 
ADDED SPONSORS:   LEGS.  CORNELL, EARL, CAREY, PAUL, WOLFE, JOBSON 
 
2. REF. #7300 - APPROVING AN INTERMUNICIPAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE  

COUNTY OF ROCKLAND AND THE COUNTY OF ONEIDA IN ORDER FOR THE 
COUNTY OF ONEIDA TO PROVIDE SECURITY SERVICES TO INMATES RECEIVING 
MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT AT THE CENTRAL NEW YORK PSYCHIATRIC 
CENTER FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2014 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2016 AND 
AUTHORIZING ITS EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT]  
(LOUIS FALCO, SHERIFF 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE:               UNAN 
CAREY/WOLFE                            TRANSFER TO B&F  12/10/13 
 
ADDED SPONSORS:   LEGS.  CORNELL, EARL, CAREY, PAUL, WOLFE, JOBSON 
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3. REF. #7529 - ACCEPTANCE OF DONATION FROM THE 2ND ANNUAL STICKBALL HOME RUN  

DERBY TOURNAMENT TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FIRST RESPONDERS [OFFICE OF 
THE SHERIFF] ($1,100) 
(LOUIS FALCO, SHERIFF) 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE:               UNAN 
CAREY/PAUL                             TRANSFER TO B&F  12/10/13 
 
ADDED SPONSORS:   LEGS.  CORNELL, EARL, CAREY, PAUL, WOLFE, JOBSON 
 
4. REF. #2867 - DISCUSSION ITEM: CLAUSLAND MOUNTAIN BRUSH FIRE UPDATE AND ONGOING  

PREPAREDNESS REVIEW 
   (HON. NANCY LOW-HOGAN, LEGISLATURE) 
 
Legislator Low-Hogan thanked the committee for hearing this issue and thanked the firefighters and 
emergency responders who put out the Clausland Mountain Fire. This discussion is aimed at discussing 
what took place during the fire and the measures in place to address future fires. 
 
Leg. Low-Hogan asked if the county knew the origin of the fire. Sheriff Falco said he knows the fire began 
at the TZ Rock area but do not know who is responsible for it. It likely began accidentally and involved 
young people. The Sheriff also applauded all the fire departments that responded.  
 
Leg. Carey asked for an explanation of how the response was coordinated among all the 26 departments. 
Gordon Wren responded that the fire was divided into four with a commander for all divisions. 
Additionally, state fire officials were called to the scene and assisted. There were roughly three firefighters 
injured during the course of putting the Clausland Fire out. 
 
Chair Cornell asked about the conditions during the time of the fire and those who assisted. Leg. Paul and 
Leg. Jobson applauded the first responders.  
 
Gordon Wren said the fire broke out Thursday afternoon and was mostly out by Saturday, with all small 
fires put out by Sunday.  
 
Leg. Carey asked if there was anything that could be done to educate homeowners to act in some way to 
prevent damage to homes should another fire break out. Gordon Wren replied that different ways of 
handling brush in residential areas should be implemented. 
 
Leg. Low-Hogan asked reports of West Point helicopters dropping water of the fire was true. Sheriff Falco 
said it was not, but Westchester provided that service. 
 

        DISCUSSED 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  6:00 PM        UNAN 
CAREY/WOLFE 
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