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MINUTES 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2013 
5:15 PM 

ROLL CALL 
 
CHAIR GRANT OPENED THE MEETING AT 5:15 PM WITH THE ADOPTION OF MINUTES FOR THE MEETING 
OF FEBRUARY 13, 2013 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT:          UNAN 
DAY/PAUL 
 
 
1. REF. #5128 - DISCUSSION ITEM: ROCKLAND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
   (REDC) UPDATE/PRESENTATION (MICHAEL DITULLO, PRESIDENT & CEO) 
   (HON. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE) 
             
Chair Grant introduced Mr. Michael DiTullo who gave a power point presentation on the REDC Action Plan Update 2013 
that will develop and implement new strategies and redevelop existing ones that promote business growth in Rockland 
(please see attached Action Plan).   Mr. DiTullo stated nearly 1.4 million square feet of industrial/flex/office space was 
absorbed with attractions and expansions such as Raymour & Flanigan, Hunter Douglas, Protein Sciences, FedEx Ground, 
The Martin Group, among others.   
 
Mr. DiTullo explained the PTAC (Procurement Technical Assistance Center) program is a comprehensive resource for 
small businesses to access a wealth of information needed to effectively market and sell products and services to 
government agencies.  PTAC acts as a bridge between a government buyer and supplier.  The 2013 PTAC goals consist of: 

1. Prime Contractors:  PTAC will develop a list of large companies and educate them about resources they can 
provide. 

2. Vendor Qualifications Assessment:  PTAC will develop industry specific forms so small businesses can 
understand if they are ready for government procurement. 

3. Additional Counseling:  PTAC will outsource a part-time counselor to work with businesses in Westchester 
County which will free up the PTAC Program Manager to spend additional time working in Rockland and Orange 
Counties. 
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Action 8 of the REDC Action Plan calls for marketing materials that will be real estate driven.  Mr. DiTullo stated they 
would be looking for an additional allocation next year that will help with this marketing plan. 
 
Mr. DiTullo stated Rockland has a good, strong manufacturing base in Rockland County.  He said one of the areas in which 
the Legislature can help is advocating working with the Towns and Villages to provide shovel-ready sites.   
 
Chair Grant thanked Mr. DiTullo for a great presentation and commented that it was good to see Rockland making 
rebounds.   
 
Legislative Chairwoman Cornell thanked Mr. DiTullo for his wonderful and informative presentation.  She questioned him 
on the Excelsior Program.  Mr. DiTullo explained that this provides incentives to firms in such targeted industries as 
biotechnology, pharmaceutical, high-tech, green technology, agriculture and manufacturing.  Firms in these industries that 
create and maintain new jobs or make significant financial investment are eligible for up to 4 new tax credits.  These tax 
credits are performance based. 
 
2.  REF. #9481 - DISCUSSION ITEM:  OPERATIONAL REVIEW (DEPARTMENTAL FUNCTIONS) 
   PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
   (HON. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE)  
 
The Planning Department consists of three divisions :  The Land Use Planning Division, the Transportation Planning 
Division, and the Information Division.  Within the Information Division are the Geographic Information Systems (GIS), 
Tax Mapping and Census Programs. 
 
The primary function of the Land Use Division is the review of site plans, subdivisions, variances, zone changes, special 
permits and other land use, zoning or environmental actions under General Municipal Law.  The GIS Division creates and 
maintains digital data for Rockland County and compiles a wide array of information including tax maps, parcel, streets, 
addresses, districts and more.  
 
The Planning Department maintains an information base for a wide variety of data and information concerning demography 
which is a resource for other agencies and the general public.  They gather the data and maintain the databases. 
 
Rockland County created a comprehensive plan that will serves as the basis for all County government planning and 
development issues for the next 10 to 20 years and provide guidance for future planning and zoning actions by towns and 
villages. 
 
Mr. Vanderbeek explained there have been a number of organizational changes.  The Planning Department is now tied to 
the Transportation Department with one Commissioner heading both departments.  Personnel have been transferred 
between the two departments over the last few years.   
 
Leg. Schoenberger said he had read an article in the paper regarding expansion of the bus garage.  Mr. Vanderbeek said that 
currently there are 3 locations being used to fuel, wash and maintain the 87 buses that comprise the county’s three services: 
TOR, ZEExpress and TRIPS.  The plan would expand the facility at the Yeager complex.  Mr. Vanderbeek stated the plan 
is still being evaluated but he thinks it could save the County $1 million/year.  This is fully funded by the FTA and has no 
impact on the current bus contract.   
 
Chairwoman Cornell thanked the Planning Department for their hard work on the Comprehensive Plan and inquired as to 
whether any of the action items in the plan had been acted on.  Arlene Miller stated it would require extra personnel to take 
on any of these tasks.  
 
          
MOTION TO ADJOURN :   6:15 PM       UNAN 
CORNELL/WIEDER 
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