
     This year, the county executive pro-
posed a budget that would have decimat-
ed the Rockland County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and all the community organiza-
tions that so many have come to rely on, 
such as Catholic Community Services of 
Rockland, United Hospice of Rockland, 
the Rockland Irish-American Cultural 
Center, and so many others. 
     The toll those cuts would have taken 
on our county would have been astronomi-
cal. In Orangetown, the town police de-
partment would have needed to hire more 
patrol officers and specialty officers in 
order to compensate for the loss of sup-
port from the Sheriff's Department. 
    Instead of allowing that to happen, I 
and several Republican legislators 
reached across the aisle, and worked with 

Democrats to come up with a budget that 
fully restored funding to the Sheriff’s De-
partment and community organizations. 
     While we must always work to improve  
county finances and keep our taxes low, 
we cannot do so while compromising pub-
lic safety, and we certainly should not 
shift expenses from the county govern-
ment to our towns and villages. In the 
end, that saves absolutely nothing for tax-
payers, and only weakens services. 
     The responsible bipartisan agreement 
reached on the budget keeps county prop-
erty taxes within the tax cap and pre-
serves needed services. This cooperative 
approach to governing is exactly what has 
been missing in county government for so 
long, and I will work to ensure that it con-
tinues as we progress into the new year. 
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     As in years past, I have continued 
to be outspoken about the sale of 
certain products and clothing that 
bear anti-Irish comments and per-
petuate negative stereotypes of Irish
-Americans. 
     In October, I held a press confer-
ence with other town, county, and 
state officials about efforts to high-
light the issue and pass legislation 
to end the sale of these defamatory 
products. 

     One of the most offensive aspects 
of this issue is that these products 
are primarily sold on the eve of St. 
Patrick’s Day. These products offend 
the great Irish traditions and proud 
heritage that Irish-Americans hold 
dear. 
     Every year, members of our large 
Irish community and the legislature 
call upon merchants to stop selling 
or at the very least, stop displaying 
merchandise that is offensive to peo-
ple of Irish heritage. I give credit to 
the many local merchants, both 
large and small, who listened to our 
concerns and will not sell or display 
this type of offensive merchandise.  
     I was pleased to be joined by Con-
gresswoman Nita Lowey, who has 
also called on retailers to stop selling 
this merchandise. Additionally, state 
legislation is being crafted to ban the 
sale of such items across New York. 
We must continue to work to end 
any and all practices that offend any 
ethnic group in our county. 

Fighting The Sale Of Anti-Irish Merchandise 

Legislator Moroney joined by state and local officials 
at a press conference in October condemning the sale 
of anti-Irish clothing and merchandise in Rockland. 

     I continue to work on ensuring 
that county roads in our district are 
maintained when they need to be.  
     This coming spring, there will be 
several major county roads in our 
area that will undergo repaving. 
Among them are the following: 
      
 Pascack Road 

 

 Lawrence Street 
 

 Washington Avenue 
 

 Old Pascack Road 
 

 Route 304  
 

 Old Nyack Turnpike 
 
     There will also be a drainage 
study done on Muddy Creek. Addi-
tionally, work continues to be done 
on the long-term Washington Avenue 
roadway and bridge project. 
     As always, I will continue to keep 
you updated on County Highway pro-
jects around our community! 

District Roads Update 



It continues to be a rewarding experience to serve as your Rockland County Legislator. 
Thank you for your trust and confidence as we work to make Rockland a better place. 
If you would like more information on these or any other issues, or need assistance: 

Feel free to call my office to (845) 638-5754, or e-mail me at MoroneyP@co.rockland.ny.us 
       

            PATRICK J. MORONEY 
            County Legislator 

     Much ado has been made of the 
proposal to wash the county bus fleet 
on a daily basis. Unfortunately, 
amid the political debate, much of 
the truth was ignored as political 
fiction overshadowed the facts. 
     Across the state and region, pub-
lic transportation everywhere ad-
heres to an industry standard of bus 
maintenance, which includes wash-
ing a bus every day that it is used. 
There are many reasons for this, but 
public buses from Westchester to the 
Canadian border observe that stand-
ard practice. 
     What started out as a basic issue 
of bus maintenance became a politi-
cal football when incorrect figures of 
the cost of the washings and the im-
pact it would have on taxes began to 
spread.  
     Every public transportation sys-
tem that washes its buses daily does 
so utilizing state and federal funds 
that are earmarked for transporta-
tion use only. Nowhere do local tax-
payers pay for bus washing, and 
Rockland would not be an exception. 
     Despite the fact that the proposal 
to wash buses included paying for it 
using non county taxpayer funds, 
myths were spread about that unde-

niable fact, including one that scared 
residents into thinking their taxes 
would rise four percent a year just to 
pay for bus washing. Obviously, if 
the costs for bus washing would 
have such an impact on county tax-
es, neither I nor any legislator would 
ever support washing our buses. 
     Despite the clear facts of the true 
costs of bus washing and where the 
money would come from, this misin-
formation caused unnecessary panic 
and concern among officials and resi-
dents. As a result, Rockland still 
does not follow this basic industry 
standard, and the thousands of resi-
dents who utilize public transporta-
tion are missing out on buses that 
are cleaner inside and out, and other 
potential benefits of the state and 
federal transportation funds. 
     This debate should serve as a 
cautionary tale to all residents. We 
should not simply believe the most 
frightening argument that is made; 
we have a responsibility to research 
the facts for ourselves. The public 
deserves the benefit of the doubt to 
be able to make a decision for them-
selves without having politicians do 
it for them. 

Bus Washing In Rockland: Fact And Fiction 

     In the 2015 budget, which I 
worked to change and pass, your tax 
increase will now be under $20. 
     A major issue that has come up is 
what exactly the county taxes you 
pay goes to fund. That is why I sup-
port an effort to make those costs 
more transparent on your tax bill. 
     Medicaid is a major expense of 
county government, and therefore a 
major part of your tax bill. Many tax 
bills now break down your county 
taxes, so you can see that roughly 
two-thirds of your county taxes goes 
to cover Medicaid costs in Rockland. 
     As your legislator, I supported 
investigations of welfare fraud in 
Rockland, which resulted in saving 
over $1.5 million for you in 2014. 

Breaking Down Your Tax Bill 

Legislator Moroney joined by Legislature Chairman Wolfe and students of the Pearl River Irish Music 
School, who played for the county legislature and received Distinguished Service Awards for their talents. 

NY Rose Of  Tralee 
     I had the privilege of presenting a 
Distinguished Service Award to Katy 
Edsall, who has been selected New 
York Rose of Tralee for 2014. Katy is 
a Pearl River resident and graduate 
of Pearl River High School and Sa-
cred Heart University.  


