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County Legislature Urges The NYS Legislature  

To Combine All Primary Elections Into One Date 
  

New City, NY (July 9, 2015)  – The Rockland County Legislature approved two resolutions sponsored 
by Legislator Richard Diaz (D - Congers) urging the New York State Legislature to combine the various 
primary elections into one primary election during its meeting Tuesday night. The Presidential Primary 
Election is scheduled for April 26, 2016, and the Congressional Primary Election is scheduled for June 
28, 2016. Additionally, the Primary Election for state and local offices will likely be held on September 
13, 2016. 
 
Already, the New York State Board of Elections has requested that the Presidential and Congressional 
Primary Elections be combined into one date. It is estimated that the cost of each election would total 
$50 million, and be borne by the counties. Combining the two elections would save counties across the 
state $50 million. In one resolution Tuesday night, the Legislature supported that proposal. 
 
In its second resolution, the County Legislature asked the State Legislature to consider including the 
primary elections for state and local offices into a consolidated primary, so that all three would be held 
on the same day. It is estimated that combining all three primary elections into one election would save 
Rockland County taxpayers $289,000. 
 
"Consolidating all primary elections into one day makes financial sense and common sense," Legislator 
Schoenberger said. "Not only would it save Rockland taxpayers almost $300,000, but it would ensure 
that more people participate in the electoral process. Holding separate elections for each office 
guarantees lower civic participation, but holding them all on the same day would encourage everyone to 
make their voices heard - and that should be the main goal of every election." 
 
"I believe that finding ways to save taxpayer money is one of our most important responsibilities as 
legislators," said Legislator Richard Diaz. "We must always look for ways to reduce the burden on the 
taxpayers of this county. These resolutions support ways to accomplish that task, and I will continue to 
look for other initiatives to accomplish that goal." 
 
In a February 2014 letter to State Senator David Carlucci, Legislature Chairman Alden Wolfe urged the 
state to combine the primary elections into a single day. "We need to simplify the voting process, not 
arbitrarily complicate it," Wolfe wrote.  "Residents will see this as another unfunded mandate from the 
State. Asking residents to remember to vote in a second primary is a step in the wrong direction." 
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