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Legislator Cornell: LARC’s New Oral History 
Project Tells It Like It Was  

 
Capturing Tales Of Rockland Life By Those Who Lived Them 

 
New City, NY  (March 31, 2015) – The Library Association of Rockland County has a great 
story for you – in fact, it has lots of them, and Legislator Harriet Cornell wants to make local 
residents aware of the program that is bringing them to life. 

“Every one - no matter our age - loves to hear a good story,” Cornell said. “Remember asking 
your parents and grandparents, ‘What was it like when you were growing up?’ 

“Well, one of Rockland’s not-for-profit agencies has been doing something wonderful by 
interviewing and recording recollections of Rocklanders,” Cornell said. “The Library 
Association of Rockland County, known as LARC, has created a CD with 26 real-life stories 
from residents from all over Rockland.  Some of the stories are humorous, some touching, and 
all of them are interesting.” 

The CD is dedicated to the memory of Thomas Schassler, who cared deeply about local history 
and shared many recollections. His story on the CD is entitled Autumn in Old Stony Point. Alice 
Gerard of Palisades talks about Going to School During Wartime; Jan Davies tells how she 
learned to be The Farmer’s Wife.   

Whether the story was Paul’s Pork Store in Nyack by Marlene Ostertag, Meeting the General 
by Tess McCormick-Raso, Teaching to Make a Difference by Bette Nussbaum, or 
Remembering Billy by Gordon Wren, “the stories are a treasure,” Cornell said. “They are told 
by people we know, and those we don’t know but wish we did.” 
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This is an ongoing project; some interviews are still waiting to be catalogued. LARC would 
love to record your story, and insure that new residents who found their way to Rockland from 
other places are interviewed.  

Some of these stories will become part of the digital public Library of America, which means, 
for example, that if anyone uses that service and wants to research Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall, they will have access to Travis Jackson’s story on this CD about Marshall’s 
role as a young lawyer helping to desegregate Brook School in Hillburn. 

If you would like to be interviewed, contact Brian Jennings, the Local History Librarian at the 
New City Library. If you would like to be an interviewer, ask him about a training session. The 
number is (845) 634-4997 Ext. 127. Jennings has been at the forefront of organizing the project, 
conducting more than two dozen of the interviews himself. 

“A word of thanks to Carol Connell Cannon of Suffern Library, who sent Legislators a  copy of 
the CD, and to Brian Jennings to whom I spoke with as we discussed the intersection of local 
history with national and world history,” Cornell said. “Thank you to all of the participants – 
the interviewers, the editors, and those who candidly shared their stories – and to LARC for 
capturing these stories for posterity.” 

 

HOW TO LISTEN TO THE INTERVIEWS: 

You can borrow or buy a CD from the New City Library or you can go to 
Soundcloud.com/RocklandRoom to listen to the stories. 

Head to the New City Library, Squadron Boulevard, at 2 p.m. April 11 for a special program 
focusing on stories about libraries in honor of National Library Week, April 10 -16. 

 

 

Please see following page for the list of participants and stories. 
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Share Listen Learn:  Stories from Rockland County 
CD Produced by Library Association of Rockland County (LARC) 2016 

 
Special Thanks To: 
Carol Connell Cannon, President of the Library Association of Rockland County  
Brian Jennings: Local History Librarian at the New City Library 
Editors:  Andrew Nico; Lori Salotto 
Interviewers:  Bob Goldberg, Eileen McAdam, Louise Parnell, Clare Sheridan,  

Betty Vallone, Robin Wren 
 

Interviewees and stories, as follows: 
 
Veronica Dwyer    Old Garnerville 
Herbert Lerner    Growing up in Brooklyn 
Judy Sisco Peaks    Just a Good time 
Thomas Sullivan    Growing up with the Hudson River 
Walter Luther      Grandpa and Sandy Fields 
Thomas Schassler    Autumn in Old Stony Point 
Norina Ross      Ringing the Bell at the West Nyack School 
Fred Bohlander    Through the Dell to the Street School 
Alice Gerard      Going to School during Wartime 
June Svahn Sundvik    The Valley Cottage School 
Travis Jackson     The Brook School and Desegregation 
Jan Davies      The Farmer’s Wife 
Arthur H. Gunther III    From Copy Boy to Editor 
Marlene Ostertag    Paul’s Pork Store 
Bette Nussbaum    Teaching to Make a Difference 
Harry Waitzman    Doctorlawyer 
Al Magnatta      The Lucky Bastard’s Club 
David Lipman      Bad Directions and Escaping the Nazis 
Tess McCormack‐Raso  Meeting the General 
Jerry Donnellan    Wounded in Vietnam 
Harriet Hasbrouck    It was a Very Busy Time 
Eugene Brown     The Birds 
Ralph Blauvelt     Rockland History as Family History 
Theodore Ludwiczak    Stone Faces 
Gardner Watts    The Historical Hiker 
Gordon Wren, Jr.    Remembering Billy     
 
The CD was dedicated to the memory of Tom Schassler.  It was made possible with funds from the New City Library, 
LARC, and by an Outreach Grant from the Ramapo Catskill Library System. 
 

### 
 

Visit us:  http://www.rocklandgov.com/ 
Like us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/rockleg 
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