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Legislator Santulli: Monitor With Veto 
Power Needed In East Ramapo 

 

Legislator Laurie Santulli Issues The Following Statement 
Regarding The East Ramapo School District  

 
New City, NY (March 11, 2016) – “I believe having a monitor with veto power helps all sides in the 
tenuous schism that exists in East Ramapo between the board of education, the community, and 
subsequently the County as a whole.  

“First this monitor helps the current board who finds itself at the center of controversy and 
mistrust. The monitor with veto power will help ease and repair the perception of the board and 
instill trust.  

“A monitor with veto power also helps those who feel that they are not receiving an equal 
education especially in comparison to the various other districts in our county. The Center for 
Education Policy published a document in 2007 titled, Why We Still Need Public Schools: Public 
Education for the Common Good. Their report makes the case that “American public schools 
have been expected to fulfill certain public missions that go beyond the purely academic purposes 
of all schools, public and private.” They have characterized these public missions as follows: 1. 
To provide universal access to free education. 2. To guarantee equal opportunities for all children. 
3. To unify a diverse population. 4. To prepare people for citizenship in a democratic society. 5. 
To prepare people to become economically self-sufficient. 6. To improve social conditions. A 
monitor can ensure and communicate these tenets are being met.   

“The Center of Education emphasizes the need to remember the public purposes for public 
education—a role that they believe distinguishes public schools from private education.  

“I have spent 18 years in the East Ramapo Central School district; I can personally vouch for the 
need for a monitor with veto power. Our district has seen massive changes in our population 
make-up, state mandates, and resources allocated. I have stated many times as have others that 
the state formula for funding is tremendously short changing East Ramapo. In addition, when 
these inadequate funds are received they are unfortunately not fully allocated with the public 
students in mind.   
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“As our policy debates play out in Albany, here in our chambers, and in the media, I work each 
day and feel how it affects the children of East Ramapo first hand. I have witnessed gaps in basic 
supplies, lack of current technology, and numerous programs essential to maintaining our schools 
curriculum cut. I recall several legislators seated among us tonight stating the courses and 
programs cut are quote “nice to have but aren’t necessary”. This goes against the very reasons 
public schools were created in this country. Our students deserve to have an equal education 
which they clearly are not being afforded the opportunity of.  It is when inequality such as this 
arises, that it becomes the government’s responsibility to ensure the rights of those being denied 
are protected. The monitor with veto power will ensure stakeholders our district is doing 
everything possible to provide the equal education the children are entitled to. It will protect the 
children, the Board of Education, and put trust back in the community.  

“The monitor with veto power benefits all sides, for this body that is not debatable. The argument 
by some in Albany of this setting a precedent is illogical. The monitor with veto power can be 
established within the realm that the situation in East Ramapo is not a normal occurrence. Further, 
it does not take away the principles of democracy in particular the rights of voters. Historically 
our government has adapted to meet the needs of a minority and ensure that everyone is justly 
receiving the benefits this country has to offer equally.  The monitor with veto power would 
ensure this process was occurring, in turn reassuring the community that the board is protecting 
the interests of all stakeholders. 

“The monitor with veto power will quell the divisive rhetoric that is plaguing this county. As a 
county legislative institution our priority is to harmonize and to address the needs of our 
constituents. At this point and time the simplest action we can take is to join together and stand 
as one body in support of the monitor with veto power.  
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