
The Legislature of Rockland County 

HARRIET D. CORNELL 
Legislator - District I 0 
Chair, Special Committee On Transit 

ROLLCALL 

AGENDA 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON TRANSIT 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2014 
6:30PM 

I. CHAIR CORNELL WILL PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON THE MASS TRANSIT TASK FORCE 
(MTTF) EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

2. REF. #8069 - REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY PASS BILL A.ll98 AND THE 
NEW YORK STATE SENATE PASS BILL S.l996- AN ACT TO AMEND THE PUBLIC 
AUTHORITIES LAW TO ALLOW THE NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY TO 
OFFER DISCOUNTED TOKENS TO RESIDENTS OF ROCKLAND AND WESTCHESTER 
FOR TAPPAN ZEE BRIDGE CROSSINGS 
(HON. CHRISTOPHER CAREY, LEGISLATURE) 

"The Rockland County Legislature is committed to fhll compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. To that end, the Legislature is 
committed to creating an accessible environment for all. To request accommodations that you may require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845~ 
638R5248 (845R708-7899 for TTYffDD). Please request these accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs." 

TRANSIT 2.26.!4.AGA/PS 



DRAFT 
Introduced by: 

Hon. Christopher Carey, Sponsor 

RESOLUTION NO. OF 2014 

Referral No. 
'2014 

REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY PASS BILL 
A.1198 AND THE NEW YORK STATE SENATE PASS BILL S.1996-
AN ACT TO AMEND THE PUBLIC AUTHORITIES LAW TO ALLOW 

THE NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY TO OFFER 
DISCOUNTED TOKENS TO RESIDENTS OF ROCKLAND AND 

WESTCHESTER FOR TAPPAN ZEE BRIDGE CROSSINGS 

WHEREAS, as the construction of the Tappan Zee Bridge proceeds, we 
must keep in mind that it is the residents of Rockland and Westchester who will 
bear the brunt of the burden of paying the anticipated increase in tolls; and 

WHEREAS, this is particularly onerous to the residents of Rockland 
County for several reasons: 1) Rockland residents currently lack a one-seat 
mass transit seat to Manhattan, and many residents do not have an alternative 
mass transit option; and 2) Rockland County currently pays more than $40 
million to the MTA annually than it received back in services; and 

WHEREAS, this value gap and lack of mass transit options available 
justifies granting a toll reduction, particularly to the residents of Rockland County; 
and 

WHEREAS, bill A.1198 and S.1996 would allow the New York State 
Thruway Authority to offer discount tokens to residents of Rockland and 
Westchester for Tappan Zee Bridge crossings at 60% of the regular crossing 
fare; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor and the State Legislature only days ago 
reached a similar decision with regard to the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge and 
agreed to grant Staten Island residents reduced tolls because, as the Governor 
stated, "The Verrazano is not just another bridge. When you toll that bridge, you 
toll the main artery" of the borough. The same is equally true of the Tappan Zee 
Bridge and Rockland County; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee has met, considered and by a 
vote, approved this resolution; now therefore be it 



RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Rockland County hereby requests that 
the New York State Assembly pass New York State Assembly Bill A.1198 and 
the New York State Senate pass Bill S.1996- an Act to amend the Public 
Authorities Law to allow the New York State Thruway Authority to offer 
discounted tokens to residents of Rockland and Westchester for Tappan Zee 
bridge crossings; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Clerk to the Legislature be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to send a copy of this resolution to Hon. Andrew M. 
Cuomo, Governor of the State of New York; Hon. David Carlucci, Hon. William J. 
Larkin, Jr., New York State Senators, Hon. Kenneth P. Zebrowski, Jr., Hon. Ellen 
C. Jaffee, and Hon. James G. Skoufis, Members of the New York State 
Assembly; the President ProTem of the New York State Senate; the Speaker of 
the New York State Assembly; the Majority and Minority Leaders of the New York 
State Senate and Assembly; and to such other persons as the Clerk, in his 
discretion, may deem proper in order to effectuate the purpose of this resolution. 
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Introduced by M. of A. ZEBROWSKI read once and referred to the 
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Commissions 

AN ACT to amend the public authorities law, in relation to allowing the 
New York state thruway authority to offer discounted tokens to resi­
dents of Rockland and Westchester counties for Tappan Zee bridge 
crossings 

THE "PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND ASSEM­
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

1 Section 1. The public authorities law is amended by adding a new 
2 section 354-a to read as follows: 
3 S 354-A. TOKENS. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY INCONSISTENT PROVISION OF LAW, 
4 BUT SUBJECT TO AGREEMENTS WITH NOTEHOLDERS AND BONDHOLDERS, THE AUTHORI-
5 TY SHALL OFFER FOR SALE TOKENS WITH RESPECT TO RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTY 
6 OF ROCKLAND AND THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER AND MAY, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE 
7 PROVIDED HEREIN, REGULATE THE USE THEREOF. TOKENS FOR RESIDENTS OF THE 
8 COUNTY OF ROCKLAND AND THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER SHALL ENTITLE THE 
9 PURCHASER TO CROSSINGS OVER THE TAPPAN ZEE BRIDGE AT A REDUCED COST OF 

10 SIXTY PER CENTUM OF THE REGULAR CROSSING FARE IMPOSED ON NONRESIDENTS OF 
11 THE COUNTY OF ROCKLAND AND THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER. IN THE EVENT THE 
12 AUTHORITY SHALL IMPOSE A SURCHARGE IN ADDITION TO THE REGULAR TOLL FOR 
13 CROSSINGS OVER THE TAPPAN ZEE BRIDGE, SUCH SURCHARGE SHALL NOT BE DEEMED 
14 A PART OF THE REGULAR CROSSING FARE FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, AND 
15 THE TOKENS OFFERED FOR SALE TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTY OF ROCKLAND 
16 AND THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER AS HEREIN PROVIDED SHALL ALSO ENTITLE THE 
17 PURCHASER TO A PERMANENT EXEMPTION FROM THE PAYMENT OF ANY SUCH 
18 SURCHARGE IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE AMOUNT OF ANY SUCH SURCHARGE IMPOSED 
19 DURING CALENDAR YEAR TWO THOUSAND THIRTEEN. APPLICATION FOR SUCH TOKENS 
20 OR OTHER PAYMENT DEVICES SHALL BE MADE IN SUCH MANNER AS PRESCRIBED BY 
21 THE AUTHORITY AND SHALL CONTAIN SUCH INFORMATION AS THE AUTHORITY MAY 
22 REASONABLY REQUIRE. 
23 S 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

EXPLANATION--Matter in ITALICS (underscored) is new; matter in brackets 
) is old law to be omitted. 
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