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MINUTES 
BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2015 
5:30 PM 

 
 
Members Present:    Others Present: 
Leg. M. Grant, Chair    Leg. Carey  N. Doliner  J. Birnbaum, Esq. 
Leg. A. Wolfe, Vice Chair  Leg. Hofstein  L. Incalcaterra  R. Hansen 
Leg. I. Schoenberger, 2ND VC Leg. Diaz  G. Moggio  M. Yunny 
Leg. H. Cornell    Leg. Moroney  K. Stavisky  S. Reuhl 
Leg. T. Earl    Leg. Wieder  M. Hook  J. Ramos 
Leg. J. Hood, Jr.    Leg. Paul  S. Powers  P. Trader 
Leg. D. Jobson    Leg. Meyers  T. King   T. Humbach, Esq. 
Leg. N. Low-Hogan    J. G. Rosa  T. Simeti  L. Senatus 
Leg. J. Murphy    L. Santulli,   R. Van Cura  Sheriff Falco 
Leg. P. Soskin    S. Grogan  J. Coe   S. DeGroat 
 
 
Chairman Grant called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
1. REF. #9505 - ACCEPTING REPORT OF BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE AFTER 
 ITS REVIEW OF THE ROCKLAND COUNTY PROPOSED 2016 BUDGET 
 (HON. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE) 
 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE – WITH AMENDMENTS TO 2016 PROPOSED BUDGET 
HOOD, JR./LOW-HOGAN       PASSED 6 AYES/4 NAYS 
AYES:  CORNELL, HOOD, JR., JOBSON, LOW-HOGAN, MURPHY, GRANT 
NAYS:  EARL, SOSKIN, SCHOENBERGER, WOLFE 
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 Mrs. Low-Hogan offered the attached amendments to the 2016 proposed Budget, which was seconded by  
Mrs. Cornell and Mr. Hood, Jr. and passed with a vote of 6 ayes and 4 nays.   
 
 The vote for the amendments resulted as follows: 
 
 6 Ayes: Legislators Cornell, Hood, Jr., Jobson, Low-Hogan, Murphy, Grant 
 4 Nays: Legislators Earl, Soskin, Schoenberger, Wolfe 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
Legislators Cornell, Diaz, Grant, Hood, Jr. and Low-Hogan proposed the attached amendments to the 2016 Proposed 
Budget.  
 
Chair Grant advised that it would increase the property tax to 9.86%, but it would save 32 jobs, including the security 
guards.   
 
Mr. Schoenberger questioned why the County Executive’s raise was not taken out of the budget and if he will veto this. 
 
Chair Grant explained that these amendments were part of negotiations and he was given assurances that there will be no 
veto except for the security guard positions.   
 
Mr. Hood, Jr. stated that to keep the negotiations going they kept the raise in. 
 
Mr. Schoenberger expressed concern and was very disturbed by this, because he believes that the County Executive will 
veto these amendments and abolish the security guard positions, but keep his raise.  
 
Mr. Earl questioned why this was not brought to their attention sooner.  
 
Chair Grant explained that all the information has been on a master sheet provided to all Legislators over the course of the 
budget review for the sole purpose to give them the opportunity to make amendments to the budget.  
 
Mr. Earl believed there are still a lot of holes and he was told that the County Executive would not accept these 
amendments if his raise was removed.   
 
Mrs. Low-Hogan stated that no one is 100% in support of this proposal.  Each one of the Legislators had something on the 
list that they did not agree with.  She personally did not support giving the County Executive a raise, but looking at this 
proposal, which balances the needs of the employees and the County she could support it.  
 
Mrs. Cornell advised that Mr. Grant asked for amendments from the Legislators.  She sent her amendments to him, but not 
all of her requests made this list.  Everybody in the Legislature had the opportunity to submit their ideas.  He would have 
accepted amendments from Legislators if they were given to him, but they were not.  Mr. Grant deserves applause for all 
his work on this budget.   
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Mr. Hood, Jr. stated that they did the best they could with this budget.  He does not agree with the chargebacks so they 
compromised and cut the amount in half.  It is all part of a give and take.  He believed that the County Executive’s raise is 
distasteful, but 32 people will get their jobs back and the contract agencies will be back at 95% of their funding.  We 
worked really hard to help the employees and the contract agencies and I am willing to increase taxes $96.00 per 
household.  We did what we had to do.  
 
Chair Grant stated that this budget was difficult and structurally had a large number of holes.  We all have our priorities, 
unfortunately not all priorities are the same.  We don’t want a budget that would increase the deficit.   
 
Mr. Soskin stated that the County Executive has plenty of advisors and if he feels the budget is fine then he is willing to go 
along with his budget.  We are here to serve the people of Rockland County.  We, the Legislators, have not gotten a raise in 
over ten years.  He is concerned for his constituents and cannot go along with these amendments.  Mr. Grant did a fantastic 
job and I commend him for all his efforts.  He did the best he could do with this budget.   
 
Mr. Wolfe gave credit to Mr. Grant and the sponsors for this package of amendments.  This has been a very complicated 
budget.  He cannot support these amendments, because the County Executive is giving himself an 11% raise while laying 
off over 400 employees.  The worst part is that he would only come to the table to negotiate if he got his raise.  He thinks 
that more harm can be done by fixing a few things instead of the whole budget.  They could amend the budget throughout 
2016 and try to fix some things.  Sadly, this is where they are right now.  
 
Mr. Diaz explained that he is not a member of the committee, but he attended every budget review session except for one.  
He wanted to learn everything he could.  Any Legislator at any time could have submitted amendments.  They all had 
opportunities to propose amendments.  They can’t fix every hole in the budget, but these amendments will accomplish 
something for the greater good.  Kudos to Mr. Grant and Ms. Doliner.   
 
Chair Grant commended Ms. Doliner and said that she is the engine that keeps them going.   
 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN – 6:55 P.M. 
HOOD, JR./JOBSON:  UNAN. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Darcy Shapin-Greenberg 
Proceedings Clerk 
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“The Rockland County Legislature is committed to full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  To that end, the Legislature is committed to 
creating an accessible environment for all.  To request accommodations that you may require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845-638-5248 (845-708-
7899 for TTY/TDD).  Please request these accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs.” 
 


