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Inspirational Pearl River Youth Leads Legislature in  
Pledge and Invocation 

 
 

New City, NY (June 18, 2015) – Rockland County Legislator John Murphy invited Pearl River High 
School Freshman Ciaran Green to lead the Legislature in the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation at 
the start of a recent meeting.   
 
Ciaran was born with a condition called Escobar Syndrome that affects the respiratory, muscular and 
skeletal systems.  Throughout his fifteen years, Ciaran has had many hospitalizations for pneumonia 
and many extensive surgeries to improve everyday functioning.  In 2014, Ciaran traveled to Lourdes, 
France, courtesy of the not-for-profit agency, Lourdes Kids of Rockland and once there, Ciaran felt a 
sense of camaraderie with other youth from around the world who share some of the same obstacles 
as Ciaran; learned about other cultures and developed deep friendships with members of his travel 
group and other youth in attendance.  This was a life altering experience that brought Ciaran strength 
and insight and the first winter in which he did not develop pneumonia. 
 
Ciaran says his disability is just a "diff-a-bility" and he is eager to share with others the inspiration and 
strength he obtained through the Lourdes program.  Ciaran will volunteer this summer at Camp 
Venture, a well-respected, local agency that provides care and services to children and adults with 
developmental disabilities.   
 
"Ciaran is an amazing young man," said Legislator Murphy. "Despite ups and downs he always has a 
smile on his face and a good word or two for all.  He found great inspiration during his pilgrimage to 
Lourdes and wants to help Venture's children and youth recognize their potential just as he did during 
his trip to Lourdes.  He is my hero and my inspiration."   

 

Photo Included:  Ciaran Green, Legislator John Murphy, Orangetown Councilman Denis Troy and 
the Green Family. 
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