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ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 6/11114,6/25/14,7/16/14 & 7/30/14 MEETINGS 

MOTION TO ADOPT: NO QUORUM 

1. REF. #1021 -URGING THAT HEALTH, SAFETY AND PLANNING CONCERNS 
BE ADDRESSED AND MITIGATED IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
REVIEW AND ALL OTHER REVIEW PROCESSES BEFORE 
PROJECT PERMISSIONS BE GRANTED FOR SPECTRA ENERGY'S 
ALGONQUIN INCREMENTAL MARKET (AIM) NATURAL GAS 
PIPELINE, COMPRESSOR AND METERING STATIONS EXPANSION 
PROJECT(HON. HARRIET D. CORNELL, LEGISLATURE) 

ACTION: 
Amendment to first paragraph of resolution: Rhode Island should be included 

MOTION TO APPROVE: AS AMENDED 
CORNELL/EARL/LOW-HOGAN 

ADDED CO-SPONSORS: LEGS. EARL, LOW-HOGAN, JOBSON 

UNAN 
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2. REF. #4124 ·DISCUSSION ITEM-INPUT ON WATER USAGE 
(HON. HARRIET D. CORNELL, 
LEGISLATURE) 

DISCUSSED 

Ms. Anne Putko gave a Power Point presentation (The Economic and Ecological Advantages to Ecological 
Landscaping in Rockland County). Please see attached presentation. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN: 7:15PM 
CAREY/EARL 

ENV. MIN 9.10.14 BA 

UNAN 

Rockland County Legislature -11 New Hempstead Road· New City, New York 10956 ·Tel: (845) 638-5100 
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The Economic and Ecological Advantages to 
Ecological Landscaping in Rockland County 

By 

AnnePutko 
September 'I 0, 2014 
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' . . . - ' . . . .. . ·. ·_ . ' . . : . ·: : .• ' 

. What Is Ecological, Landscaping? · 
~ Ecological landscaping, (eco-landscaping) is a • .· 

·method of landscape ,de$,ign and maimtenance 
that uses natural means to reduce water . 
consllmption and pollution. 
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. .- ' . . . : ' . 

· How Do We :Eco-landscape? .. · 

Use native plants and shrut:>s . . .. . .· 
·~ Plantdrought-tolerant, slow-growing .grasses · 
,,j Compost 
~lr· Mulch leaves (mow them into the laWn} 

. ' . . ' . : . 

Leave grass clippings and mulched leaves on ·· 
lawns {are natural fertilizers} 
Add a rain garden (planted depression. hear runoff)· 
Collect rainwater in rain barrels 
Eliminate/reduce use of pesticides, fertilizers, and · .. · 
herbicides · · · · · · 

@Select permeable.paving. for driveways and paths· 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 
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- ' . ' ' ' . 

WhatAre The Benefits O;f Eco-landscaping? 
fi Reduces rainwater runoff. 
c ·Conserves water · 
e · Lowers costs 

· '") Water, landscape maintenance, ~nergy, municipal leaf collection 
'" Adesalination plant. is not necessary if peak summerwater use is · 

better manag.ed with .smart water practices. · 
. . 

8 Reduces pollution 
" Decreases fossil fuel consumption and airborne particulate · 

matter . . . . .. . . 
"'· Reduces herbicide and pesticide runoff. 

• Creates attractive and smart landscapes 
@ Improves the health of rivers, streams, lakes and reservoirs 
111 Provides habitat for birds and other wildlife ·. 
@ Creates a healthier environment for people 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 



' . ' ; ' . ' ' . ' 

Why Do W.e Neep E¢o-landscaping? . · 
Rockland needs eco.-lanqscaping•.to address · 

· these importantconcerns: · 

() Water conservation 
,<. Drinking water qualify 

Flooding and storrn water. 
. . 

'"' County infrastructure .maintenance 
., Quality of life 

ii{ Health 
.;,, Environment· 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 



. . 

How WiU Eco-landscaping Ad:dre§s These 
Concerns? 

• (c)2014Aime Putko 
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. . . - ' . 

How Will Eco-landscaping Address These Concerns? 

- --------- ------------------------· 

f~~~~~~~~~~~1MI~If.ltlrf•t 
Flooding and storm · Erd~i.cm, prbp~rt~i·.· . Plaptr'latixetr~esia~d 
water· · claiTlage, and >. ···•···. ..•. · §hrub~toreduc;e 

(c) 2014AIInePutko 

contaiTlinationc()fri.Mers.; floodin.Q, ()()llect 
.· .. streaf11§, lake~r~nq ·rainwa~er: Install (ain· 

. reservoirs ·. g~rcj~n~ e1n<:1 ...... < .... ·.·•· 

· p~rrne~ble hC)rtJ~cape: 
·. ··Eliminate use of /· .. 

pestidi9$s· .. ·.C1nd 
terti lizers: 

--w-



How Will Eco-landscaping Address. These C.oncerns? · 

Health use ()fleaf . 
· blo"Vc~rs ~n?•• .. ·movvf3rs is 

alar'V:in~ r~res. . ...................... < .·. . ~reptly r7guc~d·/ Jhis< 
-Jq~~n~ u, al_raD9 "Y~ter · ·.r~sultsi n. Joweclev~ls ·. 
have beeiJ hn~edto . .· ... · · ....•......•.•... ··· •·· .. ···.·•····•· .. •·.·····.·.· .. · ·.···•··· .·. • ···· ·····.••·····. ·•··.·· .. ··.··•· 

. incre.~$ed qanc~r ~ate$· . 0~ ~¥?.~()S9f.P0ns anq······•· 
···. inf~rtitity, .. and• .. •teamiryg' • toxip~artic.uJaternatter 
disa.bilities .. ·· .. ·.··.·· •.... · . ···········••••···•··.·. . inth~ aiE 

·. -· High••andi··proJqp~~o····· · .. · ... ~~t~l~or~~ults•·ihJoV!Ier 
•····lev~l~. ?f no.i~~ ~.Y~ !Po ····.•···.······ ·····••· •.•·••leKel~ 9f noi~e Jor ... ·.·•·····•··•··· .. · .. ·· .. ··PoW~r. eqyiprn~l'ltre~uiLin · ... ~hort~r·periods ;oftime; .. ·.··. · •·h.·· ·.·.· ··. ·.··.·.•t·· . • . .. . .. ·. . . • . . . .·. . •. 6aflr1Q· .. ·· OSS; ·.·· 

(c) 2014Anne Putko · 
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How WlU Eco-landscaping Address These 
Concerns? 

(c) 2014AnnePutko 
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-----~----~- ~ .. -~,-··-------~·---~---·~,..;._. __ ..,_~-·--·~'-·~-~~-- -~----------· ---·~--------·----~---~--~-

EPA* Statistics That You Should Know 
@ The av~rage American lawn 

consumes .10,000 gallons of 
water annually over and · 
above rainfall. · 

@ Typically, 5 -'-·1 0 lbs. of 
pesticides are applied to 
each acre of lawn·. every· 
year .. · 

@I Every year, 580 million .. . . . 
gallons of gasoline ar~ used 
to. power lawn equipment in. 
the U.S..... . . . 

® · A gas-powered lawn mower 
· emits 11 times more air · 
pollutionthanacarJot.each · 
hour of operation. · 

* See references page . 

. {c)2014Anne Putko 
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------·--------~-~.»M·~~---·---~---''~--"-----~--·-->'--~~...:_.,_.~,---~"~'----~-·~-----~"- ·--~--~-----

Alarming Facts About Pesticides 
., According to the U.S, EPA, pesticides can 

cause harmto humans, animals, orthe . · .. 

. 
en. vir·o· nm .. e.·ntb. e. c.· a .. us. e.the.~.Y .· .. •.are desig.ned ... to. ki.ll or otherwise adversely affect living organisms. 
Pesticides can irritate eyes and skin; damage •. 
thenervous(;ystem; actasendocrine ·· ·. ·. 
(hormone) disrupters; disrupt immune. function; 
affect the reproductive system; and cal.lse · 
cancer. 

". Pesticide use can also disrupt ecosystems· 
and harm non-targetorganisms. 
" Forty years ago, the extensive use ofDDT in · 

the U.s. almost resulted .in the extinction of 
the American l3ald Eagle. 

Reduci~ the use. Of pesticides through . . _ . · 
alt_em. atiVe_ _ m_ e_ th. od .. ... s .. of_.P._-.e_· ._st C().ntrQJ .. a_·".-d turf management can Significantly. reduce . ·. . .· 
.threats to public health c:tnd tlie · 
environment. · 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 
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-----~-----~-~"-·--~· ··~--~~--~--~·---·-----~----~--.. -

Proposal: .. A.l"hre.e .. pqint .(?rograrn • · 

~ Proposal·tor.Rockland c:.ot.Jnty·and its. towns •and 
villages:· adopt and support a three-point · 

.. ··program .. 

'* PointOne: · Education 

'~ Point Two: Certification • ·· 

Point Three: · Cultivation · · 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 



· · The Ptogram· · ·.· · 

• PointOne: Educate the public· 
• - c • • 

Brochures, web. sites, pre$entations.to schools and. 
civic organizations . ·· · 

w Utilizeinterns, AmeriCorps workers, thene\JV .· · 
· Rockland Water Resource· Managem:entTasl< 

Force, Keep Rockland Seautifdl {Earth.B.E.A.T.) 
and local environmental organizations to spread the 
word. · · 

(c) 2014 Anne Putko 



. ' ' . ' ' . . 

The :Program · · 
. . . . . . . . ·. . ....•. · • . .• . . .. . . . . . . . ·. .• . .•. · . ·. . . ' 

• Point Two: .. Support the d~veloprnent.ofan eco-· 
lanqscaping certification for professional. 
landscapers and maintenance ·workers. · .• · 

Request that th~ NYSDEC replace Hs current 
program," Be Green QrganicYards"(ln suspense}, 
with an eco"-landscaping certification program . 
. ) Contact environmental committees· of other counties. Ask .. · · 

them to make the same request. 

•·· Suggested program delivery organizations .include. 
Community Colleges, BOCES; and the Cornell Cooperative 
Exchanges. 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 



. . . \ 

THe Program · 
· • Point Three: Activ~ly supportthe GUitivation of 

··nativeflora and·qrought-tolerant grasses .. · 

'"'' Communicate with nurseries ' . . . . 

., Ask them to feature :native plaqts,trees, and shrubs in 
product line.· 

,, • Label them as "native." 

c Ask them tosto.ck, and highlight the benefits of, drought
tolerant, slow-growing grasses· 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 



The Program . 
·. ' ' . - ' 

e Point Three: Actively supportthe cultivation of 
native· flora. c:1nd drought~tolerant grasses. · 

,,0 County- evaluate drought--tolerant, slow~growing·. 
varieties of grasses · 

····· Pearl's Premium , Cutting Edge, and others 

;&\ Select a variety for use on county land 
Inform towns and villages ofselection· · · · 

. . 

~:: Work with towns andvillagesto purchase seed and • 
offer it forresale.at cost to residents.· 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 

II~ 



· The Time For Action ls J\Jowl 
. . . 

. • Rockland County and New York State lag; behind 
. other counties and statesin addressingthese issues. ·· 

(!; Leaf blower restrictions: . . 
Westchester: t5+ communities. · Rockland: NONE 

,;, Gas-powered leaf blower/lawn mower exchange 
programs: 
CA, CO, TX; NC, IL... NY: NONE 

(Refs. www..,&lg'"md,_gov, www.ozoneaware.ora) 

'" Eco-landscaping certification programs: . . 
CA, NG, OR,. NY: NONE · 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 



Summary· 
. ' ' ' ' ; 

~· Eco-landscaping:.practices will benefit·the 
community and the. environment · 

~ A three-point programtnat includes · · 
if) education . 

. ' 
certification for professionals, and 

,,. the cultivation of native, drought-tolerantflora 
will be easy to.implementah.d low in cost. 

~ Our county, town, .and village representatives Gan 
make a huge .difference in the lives o.f Rockland's .. ·. 
people, and in the environment, by adopting and ·. 
supporting the proposed pro·gram. · .. 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 
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·Appendix A 

Testimonial 

"I have client in Rye that has no lawn .... just ground, covers. Ferns,Ajuga, 
Sedutn, Carex etc ... The landscaper still visit~ property every WE3ek and 

. puts in as much time (as .cut and blow) if not more. Hand pulling weeds,· 
dividing plants, pruning." 

~~ Greg Mercurio, Landscape Architect and Nurseryman,. 

CarriageHouse Gardens& Associates, Inc. · 

(c) 2014Anne Putko 
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Appendix B 
Eco-landscaping Brochure 

Ecological Landscaping 
~~~ 
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Town of Orangetown 

26 W. Orangeburg- Road 
Orangehurgz N, Y~ 109602 

Phone; {845} 359-51.00 

.)'-. 
).A\ "'i 
.2...-,:..? 

Ecological Landscaping 

!W'~--~-~ 

Improve the 
envir.onmental quality of 

your yard 

Town of Orangetown 
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Contact Information . 
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· putl<oa@aol.com . 
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