The Legislature of Rockland County

HARRIET D. CORNELL
Legislator — District 10
Chair, Environmental Committee

MINUTES
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2014

7:00 PM
MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT OTHERS PRESENT
LEG. H. CORNELL, CHAIR LEG. T. EARL LEG. A. WIEDER LEG. D. JOBSON
LEG. N. LOW-HOGAN, VICE-CHAIR LEG. F. SPARACO LEG. M. GRANT E.YEGER ESQ.
LEG. CHAIR A. WOLFE S. FILGUERAS S. POWERS
LEG. B. KANTROWITZ B. ATKINS

LEG. C. CAREY

CHAIR CORNELL CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:19 PM

ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 11/13/13 MEETING

MOTION TO ADOPT:
CORNELL/LOW-HOGAN UNAN

1. REF. #2867 - REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY PASS BILL A.8121 AND THE
NEW YORK STATE SENATE PASS BILL S.5925 - THE CLEAN WATER/CLEAN
AIR/GREEN JOBS BOND ACT OF 2014
(HON. ALDEN WOLFE, LEGISLATURE)

TRANSFERRED FROM ED 2/26/14
ADDED CO-SPONSORS: LEGS. LOW-HOGAN, CORNELL, JOBSON

MOTION TO APPROVE:
WOLFE/LOW-HOGAN UNAN

ADDED CO-SPONSORS: LEG. KANTROWITZ

Leg. Chair Wolfe stated that this was originally passed in 1996 and created a fund for capital improvements relating to
the environment. The bills pending now provide funding for these efforts.
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2. REF. #9450 - REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY PASS BILL A.6328 AND THE
NEW YORK STATE SENATE PASS BILL S.4614 — THE CHILD SAFE PRODUCTS ACT
(HON. HARRIET D. CORNELL, LEGISLATURE)

ADDED CO-SPONSORS: LEGS. LOW-HOGAN, WOLFE, KANTROWITZ, JOBSON

MOTION TO APPROVE:
CORNELL/WOLFE UNAN

Chair Cornell stated that Congresswoman Lowey had brought a doctor who heads the National Institute of
Environmental Health to speak about the things we live with that have adverse effects. Children are often more
vulnerable to smaller amounts of chemicals. Endocrine disruptors can cause early puberty and other health problems.
Flame retardant materials are unsafe. The bill states that manufacturers must disclose the use in products and
eventually phase them out.

3. REF. #4124 - SUPPORTING THE CONTINUATION OF THE MORATORIUM ON HIGH-VOLUME
HYDRAULIC FRACTURING IN NEW YORK STATE
(HON. ALDEN WOLFE, LEGISLATURE)

ADDED CO-SPONSORS: LEGS. CORNELL, LOW-HOGAN, KANTROWITZ, JOBSON

MOTION TO APPROVE:
WOLFE/CORNELL UNAN

Leg. Chair Wolfe stated that the focus is that there is still much to be learned from a cautious approach and study.
Jobs are needed upstate, but there are significant environmental and health concerns. Continuing the moratorium
means not rushing to judgment. Leg. Carey stated that he wanted to understand the whole picture and that nobody is
anticipating doing fracking in Rockland County. He said it could be an economic boon to help with unpaid mandates,
but he has seen movies like “Gasland” with faucets blowing up from fracking. He thought it wasn’t a bad subject for
the future and we should have responsible people from the DEC brought in to discuss it. Legs. Carey and Jobson said
that they would support the resolution. Susan Filgueras, resident of Tomkins Cove (Committee, Just Say NO! to the
Champlain Hudson Power Express), stated that she testified for the NYS Energy Plan, which is still open to comment.
She encouraged the Environmental Committee to look at that. Ms. Filgueras said that the Spectra Aim Phase 2 Project
involves a high volume gas main line that goes into the Hudson River at the Lovett Coal Ash Landfill facility in Stony
Point. She said that, according to Spectra’s documents, this Rockland County area would be fracked. They also would
not have to report the chemicals used or the ways they are using them, because they are deemed a “trade secret.” They
would be digging a hole two times the size of the machine used to do the process. This process will create a blowback
and Ms. Filgueras asked how that blowback would be captured or contained? Ms. Filgueras spoke about a second
project that would affect Rockland County, the Champlain Hudson Power Express, which would use a high definition
drilling process. She said it is the same process, using different words, but it is still fracking. She said that the
Champlain Hudson Power Express tells each agency different things with different promises. Ms. Filgueras said that
Spectra and the Champlain Hudson Power Express are two examples where fracking will indeed be done in Rockland
County. She said she was afraid that if those fracking projects go through, Rockland County would become a trough
of electrical lines. Leg. Carey asked if this was directional boring or fracking? Ms. Filgueras said that everyone
associates fracking with natural gas, but they are injecting chemicals into the ground, so it is the same process.

4. REF. #8593 - SUPPORTING THE ADVANCEMENT OF A RENEWABLE ENERGY ECONOMY IN NEW
YORK STATE
(HON. ALDEN WOLFE, LEGISLATURE)

ADDED CO-SPONSORS: LEGS. CORNELL, LOW-HOGAN, KANTROWITZ, JOBSON

MOTION TO APPROVE:
WOLFE/KANTROWITZ UNAN

Leg. Chair Wolfe stated that he was supportive of this concept, which can be smart in environmental initiatives while
thinking about economic development. This says we stand ready. Leg. Carey asked if this would hinder stuff already
going on? He asked if a builder doesn’t want to do green building, does this stop them? Leg. Chair Wolfe said that
nothing was binding; this was aspirational.
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5. REF.#9271- URGING THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO PASS H.R.2510 -
HELPING VETERANS EXPOSED TO TOXIC CHEMICALS ACT
(HON. HARRIET D. CORNELL, LEGISLATURE)

ADDED CO-SPONSORS: LEGS. WOLFE, KANTROWITZ, CAREY, JOBSON

MOTION TO APPROVE:
LOW-HOGAN/CAREY UNAN

Chair Cornell stated that this would direct the Secretary of Defense to address the veterans exposed to toxins.

MOTION TO ADJOURN 7:43 PM UNAN
CAREY/WOLFE
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