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COUNTY PROVIDES COMMENTS ON TZ BRIDGE PROJECT 
 

NEW CITY, NY – County Executive C. Scott Vanderhoef submitted comments last week on the Tappan Zee Hudson 
River Crossing Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). In a letter accompanying the comments, 
Vanderhoef stated, “We support the Governor’s mission to expedite the construction of a new Tappan Zee Bridge, and the 
best way to get that done is to have an open and transparent planning process.  Any public works project of this magnitude 
must be a model of transparency and all relevant information including budget projections must be made available to local 
stakeholders and the general public.” 
 
The letter and analyses emphasized the following points: 
 
Financing 

The lack of any financing plan is disturbing and makes the DEIS deficient in this regard. 
 

Transit 

This project has ignored the fact that there is existing transit in the corridor and on the bridge that must be accommodated 
in a meaningful manner on the new bridge. Therefore, the new bridge should have dedicated bus lanes from day one to 
improve transit reliability and remove the constraints of traveling in the general traffic lanes. The Thruway should also 
provide a bus-on-shoulder lane from the Palisades Center to the bridge during peak travel times. 
 
The environmental review process should begin immediately for providing Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in the corridor, 
including a slip ramp/connector from the Toll Plaza area to Tarrytown Rail Station. Also, studies on future landside and 
transit improvements in the corridor should begin immediately.  It is lack of landside improvements and transit 
accommodations that are the current major causes of delays.   
 
Instead of rebuilding the Tarrytown Toll Plaza, the project should have all highway-speed electronic toll collection, using 
overhead gantries instead of toll booths. Benefits would include less congestion and fewer delays. 
 
Visual 

The impacted communities must understand the effects of visual impacts in order to contribute to a final design, which fits 
appropriately within their environments. The two options – short and long span “cable-stayed” or “arch” design – present 
completely different visual impacts to the viewshed and present height differences of 200 feet – a significant difference 
and change to the viewshed.  Each design must include a comprehensive review with public input.  It should not be left up 
to the contractor to select the final design of the replacement bridge. 
 
Aquatic & Water Resources 

No runoff water quality controls are proposed on the new bridge, yet the proposed bridge is substantially larger (73%) 
than the existing bridge, with a long constant grade span, potentially concentrating the runoff on the Rockland side.  
Therefore, water quality controls on the bridge should be mandatory. 
 
The significant dredging, rock armoring, and pile-driving could impact critical fish habitat and disrupt migratory species 
like the endangered or threatened Shortnose and Atlantic Sturgeon, Alewife and Blueback Herring. 
 

- more - 
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County Provides Comments on TZ Bridge Project  

The County is extremely concerned about the short- and long-term impact of the dredging operations on the Hudson River 
and our County. Approximately 1.7 million cubic yards of sediment will be dredged for the construction of the new 
bridge, mostly from the Rockland side. The DEIS only addresses the removal of this material via barge to the Historic 
Area Remediation Site (HARS) in the New York Bight. In our opinion, based on the high levels of certain contaminants 
seen in the sediment sampling, the dredged material may not pass the stringent qualifications required at the HARS site 
(interestingly, the RFP documents recognize in the pricing schedule that the material may not be able to go to HARS, and 
provide for upland disposal). Therefore, the DEIS is deficient in addressing the costs and impacts of dredge disposal on 
Rockland County, to the extent of 800 truck trips a day of contaminated material and associated trucking impacts and 
possible time delays.  More must be done on addressing transport and beneficial re-use of this material, as well as host 
community benefits.   
 

Construction 

The “design-build” aspect of the project creates many unknowns as elements of the construction are at the contractor’s 
discretion, including disposal and borrow sites, privately owned sites for pre-fabrication, production of materials, and the 
like. Although these independent decisions by the contractor are beyond the scope of federal action we feel that every 
aspect of the bridge construction should be included for review in the DEIS.  Specific to Rockland County, we 
recommend that the locations of the concrete batch plant and lay down/storage areas be addressed in the DEIS. These 
include the Rockland Bridge Staging Area, West Nyack Staging Area and Tilcon Quarry Staging Area. 
 
Overall 

Rockland and Westchester Counties are the two counties most affected by this project, short and long term, with regard to 
quality of life. As such, Rockland should receive host community benefits under all aspects of the project.  
 
County Executive Vanderhoef requested the following Host Community Benefits: 
 

� Toll-exemption for all Rockland County-owned public transit buses at Tarrytown and Spring Valley, as well as a 
significantly discounted bridge toll rate for all Rockland County resident E-ZPass® tag holders, similar to other 
such programs in the region. 

� A set aside of 2% from all tolls collected on the Tappan Zee Bridge, to be allocated to the Rockland County 
Department of Public Transportation for ongoing supplemental funding for the TAPPAN ZEExpress commuter 
bus service and future BRT transit operations in the corridor. 

� Creation of an Environmental Mitigation Fund to protect, restore and improve aquatic habitats and fisheries 
resources in the Hudson River impacted by the bridge construction and removal of the existing bridge. 

� Construction of artificial reefs to increase fisheries habitat, using construction material from the removal of the 
existing bridge. 

� A full-time Inspector/overseer/monitor to ensure emission reduction strategies are being implemented at the 
worksite. 

� A Construction Mitigation Transit Plan that will include new funding to expand the TZx bus service during the 
entire construction period, in the amount of $3.0 million a year, in order to reduce the number of Single Occupant 
Vehicles (SOV) traveling in the construction zone.   

� The right to comment on the RFP and the RFP process independently of the environmental review; also, as one of 
the two impacted host communities, the right to be a part of the RFP selection committee and design-build 
oversight team. 

� A full-time Rockland County project manager and a full-time Rockland County construction inspector, appointed 
by the County and paid for by the project, as well as having the project reimburse any staff time expended during 
construction. 

 
A complete version of Rockland County’s DEIS comments are available online at www.rocklandgov.com. 
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