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TUESDAY MARCH 25, 2014 
6:00 PM 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   MEMBERS ABSENT:   OTHERS PRESENT: 
LEG. P. SOSKIN, CHAIR        E. YEGER, ESQ. 
LEG. T. EARL, VICE CHAIR       LEG. C. CAREY 
LEG. A. PAUL, 2ND VICE CHAIR       LEG. J. HOOD, JR 
LEG. A. WIEDER        B. ATKINS 
LEG. D. JOBSON        P. BRENNAN 
LEG. P. MORONEY        S. POWERS 
LEG. B. KANTROWITZ        M. WALSH-TOZER 
          J. MOLOF 
          R. HANSEN 
 
CHAIR SOSKIN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:04 PM 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MARCH 11, 2014 MEETING. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT: 
PAUL/KANTROWITZ          UNAN 
 
1. REF.# 8862  APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,000 (NCTD) FROM
   THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO OFFSET THE COSTS TO 
   IMPLEMENT THE COUNTYWIDE ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS (EMR) SYSTEM   
   REQUIRED BY OCTOBER 1, 2014 WITH SAID GRANT BEING FOR THE PERIOD 
   SEPTEMBER 1, 2013 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2014 AND AUTHORIZING 
   EXECUTION OF ALL NECESSARY GRANT DOCUMENTS BY THE COUNTY  
   EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH] ($11,000)  
   (PATRICIA SCHNABEL RUPPERT, COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH DEPARTMENT) 
 
ADDED SPONSOR: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, WIEDER, JOBSON, MORONEY, KANTROWITZ 
          TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
    3/25/14 
MOTION TO ADOPT: 
SOSKIN/PAUL           UNAN 
 
 Deputy Health Commissioner Ron Hansen stated that they wrote a small grant in comparison to the old project that was 
over 4 million. We are trying to use this grant for training for the new system coming out on July 1st, and also for ICD10, 
which is coming out October 2014. Basically, this money will be allocated to training the staff and the doctors. 
Chair Soskin wanted to know if this amount would be sufficient to train the staff for the new system? Mr. Hansen answered 
that the company actually provides training on the system itself and in clinical. 
Chair Soskin asked when would the software begin? Mr. Hansen answered that this implementation should go live on July 
1st. Chair Soskin said that he recalled the State sending people down to instruct and advise the employees of what the new 
laws are. He understands that the government is very strict on this matter and a lot of penalties are involved. 
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Leg Paul asked if by July 1st, would all the nurses and doctors be using electronic notes? Mr. Hansen answered yes, by July 
1st, doctors will be using the dragon software, and scribe. ICD10 will be coming out in October. 
 
2. REF.# 9361  APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT IN AMOUNT OF $49,000 (NCTD) FROM 
   THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, BUREAU OF SEXUALLY 
   TRANSMITTED DISEASE (STD) PREVENTION AND EPIDEMIOLOGY FOR STD 
   RELATED PREVENTION ACTIVITIES FOR THE PERIOD AUGUST 1, 2013 THROUGH 
    JUNE 30, 2014 AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ALL NECESSARY GRANT 
   DOCUMENTS BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH] ($49,000) 
   (PATRICIA SCHNABEL RUPPERT, COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH DEPARTMENT) 
 

ADDED SPONSOR: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, WIEDER, JOBSON, MORONEY, KANTROWITZ 
          TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
 3/25/14 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 
SOSKIN/EARL, PAUL          UNAN 
 
ACTION: Chair Soskin requested that additional information regarding sexually transmitted disease be sent to the 
Multi-Services Committee by Department of Health.  
 
Deputy Health Commissioner Rom Hansen explained that this amount represents a one-time grant for the Rockland County 
Department of Health. This grant will allow them to do a lot of out reach, and provide courses for vaccines like HPV. 
STD’s are on the rise especially among young people. With this grant we be able to screen them offer them testing with 
results. 
Leg. Moroney asked for statistics as to the increase in transmitted disease, and what percentage of the increase has been 
recorded in the last 6 months to 12 months? Mr. Hansen answered that he will send power point data on this but there has 
been a double-digit increase in every school district for 7th and 8th graders. 
Leg. Earl asked if he could be more specific about the types of disease. Mr. Hansen named the diseases: HPV, Clemedia, 
Gonorrhea, Syphilis. 
Chair Soskin asked how do you know about the number of kids infected with these STD? Mr. Hansen replied the schools; 
doctors and the hospitals must report these cases to us. 
 
3. REF # 7844  APPROVING AN AMENDMENT AND EXTENSION TO AN AGREEMENT IN EXCESS 
   OF $100,000 WITH CHARLES H. HELLER, PH.D. OF HELLER CONSULTING GROUP, 
   INC. FOR FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGIST CONSULTING SERVICES ON AN AS NEEDED 
   BASIS INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF THE AGREEMENT BY AN ADDITIONAL 
   $55,000 AND EXTENDING THE TERM OF THE AGREEMENT FROM APRIL 1, 2014 
   THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015 FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $201,850 
   FOR THE PERIOD FROM APRIL 1, 2011 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015 WITH ONE (1) 
   REMAINING ONE (1) YEAR OPTION FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 
   UNDER RFP – RC – 2010-031 AND AUTHORIZING ITS EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY 
   EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES – DIVISION OF PURCHASING] 
   ($201,850) 
   (GERRY WALSH, COMMISSIONER OF DGS-PURCHASING)  
 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, WIEDER, JOBSON, MORONEY, KANTROWITZ 
          TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 3/25/14 
SOSKIN/EARL           UNAN 
 
Commissioner Walsh-Tozer explained that Dr. Charles H. Heller is one of two part time psychologists that the Rockland 
County Department of Mental Health contracts with to perform custody court evaluations. Dr. Charles has been with the 
Department for over 5 years and is a very qualified individual. 
Chair Soskin asked the cost is increasing does that mean there are more evaluations? She replied yes, they are doing more 
evaluations and it is a per evaluation cost. The cost is now $1,800 per evaluation. These evaluations are very lengthily and 
very time consuming. Dr. Heller and Dr. Katz are the only two individuals in the Department that are in the position to 
perform these duties. 
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4. REF.# 3657  APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $19,594 (NCTD) FROM 
   THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE FOR THE AGING FOR THE COUNTY’S OLDER 
   AMERICANS ACT (OAA) TITLE VII – LONG TERM CARE OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM 
   (LTCOP) FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2014 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2014 SAID 
   AMOUNT BEING $3,594 HIGHER THAN THE 2014 BUDGETED REVENUE OF $16,000 
   FOR SAID PROGRAM AND, THEREFORE, ADDITIONAL $3,594 IS BEING REQUESTED  
   TO BE APPROPRIATED IN ORDER TO COVER TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT FOR 
   OMBUDSMAN VOLUNTEERS AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ANY 
   NECESSARY DOCUMENTS BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [OFFICE FOR THE AGING] 
   ($19,594) 
   (JUNE MOLOF, DIRECTOR OFFICE FOR THE AGING) 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, WIEDER, JOBSON, MORONEY, KANTROWITZ 
          TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 3/25/14 
SOSKIN/JOBSON          UNAN 
 
Commissioner June Molof gave a briefing by saying that the Federal government put this extra money in Title VII, which 
is long Term Care, had to be used in some way for volunteers. We can up with the idea of giving them mileage for when 
they travel to and from their homes to the nursing home. They have approved it and as you said there are no county dollars, 
so it is a big plus. 
Chair Soskin thanked Mrs. Molof for this grant. He also added that all funds that are coming are greatly appreciated. 
 
 
5 REF.# 9372  APPROVING AN AMENDMENT AND EXTENSION TO THE AGREEMENT IN 
   EXCESS OF $100,000 WITH TOTAL HEALTHCARE STAFFING OF LI, INC. TO 
   PROVIDE TEMPORARY LABOR SERVICES AND MEDICAL SUPPORT STAFFING TO 
   VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE COUNTY ON AN AS NEEDED BASIS INCREASING 
   THE AMOUNT BY $175,000 AND EXTENDING THE TERM FROM FEBRUARY 15,2014 
   THROUGH FEBRUARY 14, 2015 FOR A TOTAL CONTRACT SUM NOT TO EXCEED 
   $320,000 FOR THE PERIOD FROM JANUARY 1, 2013 THROUGH FEBRUARY 14, 2015 
   UNDER RFP-RC-2011-018 AND AUTHORIZING ITS EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY 
   EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES-DIVISION OF PURCHASING] 
   ($320,000) 
   (GERRY WALSH, COMMISSIONER OF DGS-PURCHASING) 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, WIEDER, JOBSON, MORONEY, KANTROWITZ 
          TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 3/25/14 
SOSKIN/KANTROWITZ         UNAN 
 

Mr. Brennan, Purchasing Director, stated that this is a renewal of a contract for temporary labor services mainly used by  
Hospital. Hospitals use it for speech therapists, physical therapists, audiologists, as well as other positions that they may 
need including physicians. It is on an as needed basis. 
Chair Soskin asked how much are they paid? Mr. Brennan said this particular company charges $145.00 an hour. 
  
 
6 REF.# 8593  SUPPORTING UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BILL H.R.4065 
   AND SENATE BILL S.2032 – THE SMARTPHONE THEFT PROTECTION ACT 
   (HONS. ILAN S. SCHOENBERGER, PHILIP SOSKIN, BARRY S. KANTROWITZ, 
   ANEY PAUL, AND FRANK SPARACO, LEGISLATURE) 
 
ADDED CO-SPONSORS: EARL, JOBSON, WIEDER, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 
SOSKIN/WIEDER, PAUL, JOBSON, KANTROWITZ      UNAN 
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Chair Soskin stated that this resolution basically would be to support a bill in congress.                                                    
Leg. Kantrowitz gave overview of this resolution. He said that cell phones in the United States are estimated as a 69 billion 
dollar industry worldwide. The value of these phones when stolen is great, that is why the passing of this bill would require 
cell phone manufactures to have a “kill switch” implemented on the phones. Kill Switch would render stolen devices 
inoperable on any network, anywhere in the world if stolen. There are so many instances when people are robed and cell 
phones are really the objects. It is probably the most valuable thing that people carry. Leg kantrowitz said he strongly 
supports the concept and the resolution. 
Leg. Paul stated that she agrees with Leg. Kantrowitz and also supports these resolutions looking at some statistics 
smartphones are indeed connected to many robberies. We should do all that we can to prevent such things from happening. 
 
 
 

7. REF. #8886  DISCUSSION ITEM: DANGER AND CONCERNS REGARDING E-CIGARETTES 
   (HON. ANEY PAUL, LEGISLATURE) 
 
ACTION: Chair Soskin requested more information from Health Department regarding E-cigarettes. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Chair Soskin asked Legislator Paul to give her thoughts on this resolution. 
Leg. Paul described an E-Cigarette. Her concern is that there is not enough research or evidence published of the potential 
harm cause by this device, as well as to second hand smokers. 
Mr. Hansen stated that E-Cigarettes are devices, which use an atomizer to vaporize a liquid solution containing nicotine for 
a fix that does not include most of the harmful substances in tobacco products. He said E-cigarettes are relatively new, so 
research is still scant. The FDA must act immediately to forestall imminent public health threats from e-cigarettes and toxic 
nicotine e- liquids. This devise could cause aggravate pulmonary conditions, but it is not yet proven. Mr. Hansen pointed 
out e-cigarettes are becoming popular, in partly because they are seen as an affective smoking cessation aid, with anecdotal 
evidence suggesting they can help even longtime smokers to quit. Leg Jobson suggested regulation at this stage was overly 
carton, especially considering e-cigarettes do not emit smoke like regular cigarettes. He has experienced positive changes 
in someone who is using this device, which include no coughing and no more 4 packs a day. Leg. Paul said we need 
restriction so the children do not become addicted. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: (6:53 PM) 
JOBSON/KANTROWITZ         UNAN 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Lesly Senatus, Committee Clerk 
 
The Rockland County Legislature is committed to full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  To that end, the Legislature is committed to 
creating an accessible environment for all.  To request accommodations that you may require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845-638-5248 (845-708-
7899 for TTY/TDD).  Please request these accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs.” 
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