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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

                                                               WEDNESDAY, July 30, 2014 
                                                                              5:30 PM 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT            MEMBERS ABSENT OTHERS PRESENT   
LEG. H. CORNELL, CHAIR            LEG. CHAIR A. WOLFE E.YEGER ESQ.      LEG. D. JOBSON 
LEG. N. LOW-HOGAN, VICE-CHAIR   LEG. T. EARL  S. GLIDDEN      S. VAN DOLSEN 
LEG. C. CAREY             LEG. B. KANTROWITZ      A. CHRISTIAN      M. POINTING 
              LEG. F. SPARACO  J. DRESCHSLER     J. RAVNITZKY  
                       S. POWERS      B. ATKINS 
        S. FILGUERAS      S. REICH 
        A. ENGLANDER     S. RULLI 
        C. STEAD      S. LERNER 
        A. BABCOCK      P. KURTZ 
        S. MCDONALD      R. REICH 
        J. DECRESCENZO 
        S. LEVINE (Representing Hon. Nita Lowey) 
 
CHAIR CORNELL CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 5:35 PM 
     
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 6/11/14, 6/25/14 & 7/16/14 MEETINGS   NO QUORUM 
 
1.  REF. #1021 - DISCUSSION ITEM – INFORMATIONAL DISCUSSION ON THE ALGONQUIN PIPELINE 
   (HON. HARRIET D. CORNELL, LEGISLATURE) 
 
DISCUSSED  
 
Christian DiPalermo (Consultant for Spectra Energy, Government Relations) and  John Sheridan (Spectra Energy 
Northeast Regional Director, State Government Affairs) delivered a PowerPoint presentation on the Algonquin 
Incremental Market (AIM) Project, which is an upgrade of the current system.  Spectra Energy operates in five states 
to transport natural gas.  The pipeline upgrade would be replacing pipe and making modifications on existing stations, 
which gives the Local Distribution Companies the ability to seize on supplies and gives Spectra the ability to add to 
the tax base they already contribute to.  The construction timeline is 2015/2016, with a scope of the project covering 
four states.  The project is in the permitting phase now.  The gas will serve customers in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut and give distributors the opportunity to tap into New York.  Their first goal was meeting with local 
officials in February.  Pipe replacements will take place in existing rights of way, so there will be little impact.  They 
held open houses with landowners and public hearings.  Chair Cornell asked  about the location of the pipes and if 
there would be pipe in the Hudson River. J. Sheridan said that there are three pipelines now in the Hudson River and 
that lines were built before the construction of Indian Point, so new lines are not possible to place in the same path, 
requiring new paths to be built in the Hudson River.  Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) is the preferred 
environmental method. Chair Cornell asked  if the compression movement would be moved in Stony Point?  J. 
Sheridan said that it would be in the same location, but modified with added horsepower for the gas to reach the 
markets that need gas.  Leg. Carey said that health concerns were brought up at the last meeting and asked is this 
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fracking and is there blow down? J. Sheridan said that the demand for additional supplies can add compression, and in 
this case, Spectra is adding compression.  He said they are meeting or exceeding all regulations at the state level.  He 
stated that if they do have blow down, it is very rarely and it's when they have to inspect facilities and they notify 
officials. J. Sheridan stated that this isn't fracking, that they strictly transport natural gas. C. DiPalermo said that the 
DEC regulates and says that HDD must be used. He added that this is not fracking and they are using best practices. 
Leg. Carey asked about a fault line and if studies were done? J. Sheridan stated that they addressed that issue in their 
reports and that their engineers said there is no impact on the pipeline. C. DiPalermo said that FERC reviews the 
project and the DOT regulates it. Leg. Carey asked that if the pipeline is within 1500 feet of Indian Point, if Homeland 
Security gets involved? J. Sheridan stated that they coordinate with Entergy on pipeline alignment, that FERC is 
involved, and that there are no concerns with the location of the pipe.  Leg. Low-Hogan asked which local officials 
they met with in Rockland County? C. DiPalermo said Spectra met with the Supervisors of Haverstraw, Ramapo, and 
Stony Point, and the former County Executive. Leg. Low-Hogan stated that she had a strong feeling for the need of an 
independent risk assessment before any permits issued. C. DiPalermo said that the NYSDEC and FERC, which is 
federal, are highly regulating and that they are independent reviews. J. Sheridan stated that the DEIS would address the 
impacts and FEIS. Leg. Low-Hogan asked if the gas would be going to Canada and Nova Scotia? J. Sheridan stated 
that the pipeline connects to the northeast and into Canada. Leg. Low-Hogan asked about concerns by radon exposure. 
J. Sheridan stated that they did their own third-party study of radon levels in their Pennsylvania facility and a third-
party test for radon in Mahwah and the levels were below the levels typical in residential homes. Leg. Low-Hogan 
asked about radioactive waste in the pipes. J. Sheridan stated that they weren't radioactive, that they use a tool in line 
to detect loss of wall thickness and they use another method to prevent corroding. Leg. Low-Hogan asked if there was 
any waste from that process? J. Sheridan stated that if there was any waste or sludge, it was the amount the size of a 
Dixie cup and discarded in an environmental way as part of the pipeline safety program.  Leg. Jobson stated that there 
are a large number of drinking wells in Tompkins Cove and asked if they would be affected in any way? J. Sheridan 
stated that the drinking wells wouldn't be affected, and if they thought so, they would identify it and contact the owner 
and do repairs.  Spectra is 50% of the way towards permit approvals. Leg. Jobson stated that there should be public 
meeting with the residents more than just with the supervisors of the towns. He asked how was fracking different? J. 
Sheridan stated that HDD drills in bedrock and pulls pipe through the hole across the Hudson River, so they are just 
transporting natural gas, and don't frack.  Spectra will be widening the ditch, but in the current easement, so they are 
not building new lines, except for a .65 mile length that would be new virgin pipeline, which gets you to the river and 
then goes across the river to Verplank (referred to as the Southern Crossing). Leg. Low-Hogan asked if the 
Supervisors of Stony Point and Haverstraw supported this? C. DiPalermo said that support letters from County 
Executive Ed Day and Stony Point were submitted to the clerk. Chair Cornell read County Executive Ed Day's letter of 
support to FERC. C. Lerner thanked the legislators for studying this and said the public perception is low, due to 
government cutbacks and layoffs, meaning less personnel to monitor other programs.  She would like some guarantees 
regarding Indian Point and other safety issues and an individual review.  Dr. Chuck Stead, Director of Environmental 
Studies, Cornell Cooperative Extension spoke about applicant funded studies versus Lamont-Doherty Earth 
Observatory of Columbia University doing an independent study with experts.  He said he speaks often with 
Algonquin language speaking people and they object to the name of the pipeline without having been consulted. A. 
Babcock, Tompkins Cove, said that she has two wells that are on the Ramapo fault, and has felt quakes.  She asked if 
blasting begins to widen the pipes, what guarantee would she have that her wells won't be destroyed and her house will 
be in one piece? J. Sheridan stated that if there were damage, spectra would fix it. A. Babcock said that she was not on 
the right of way and was never invited to meetings that homeowners on the pipeline were. J. Sheridan stated that he 
would be happy to take her name and that Spectra made efforts to notify landowners and abutters. S. Filgueras, Stony 
Point, spoke about concerns and feels more details needed. She said she is not on the right of way, but a football field 
away, yet had $60,000 in drainage problems that she said was probably because of the pipeline. S. VanDolsen said that 
it is possible for HDD to fail and asked what the backup plan was? C. DiPalermo said that open ditch was not 
permitted by the DEC. Spectra has done eight HDD's in NY and NJ successfully and have a lot of experience. S. 
VanDolsen, Stop Algonquin Pipeline Expansion (SAPE), said that Spectra's own reports said that HDD could fail.  
Leg. Carey asked if HDD failed, would they have to go back to permits and start over. J. Sheridan stated that they 
would have to go back to the agencies and that everything needs approval.  J. Ravnitzky stated his concerns that 
increased capacity needs were going to New England. J. Sheridan stated that their engineers determined that upgrades 
were needed and that compression, pipe replacement, and looping techniques were looked at.  Four years ago they did 
the Ramapo project and AIM is an extension of that.  They have two active pipelines and would be replacing sections 
with wider pipes to reach Massachusetts and Connecticut. J. Ravnitzky asked if increased supply was to get Canadian 
profits, so that the risks are local without any profits?  J. Sheridan stated that Spectra doesn't build on speculation and 
looks at any and all projects, so he could only talk about the current project. C. DiPalermo said that exporting gas 
requires a different approval process.  Asked about radon testing, C. DiPalermo said that the EPA has done 
independent studies and they are not at an at risk level. S. McDonald said that FERC is a permitting agency, not a 
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regulating agency. When someone says "FERC approves," that's the industry approving, but the residents would like 
an independent study of gas in line and the emissions from plants and blow downs. Chair Cornell said that a state 
agency like the DEC probably needs to be approached for that.  P. Kurtz stated that fracked gas is in the pipeline and 
methane is released, which poses risks, due to the proximity of Indian Point.  AIM would cause increased noise and 
methane emissions of the compressor station and increased horsepower was mentioned.  She also wanted an 
independent study, not the consultants hired by the companies. Chair Cornell asked if the drilling process was not a 
fracking process, but the gas in the pipelines is fracked gas, so that fracked gas goes through the pipes all the time? P. 
Kurtz said that was correct. J. Sheridan stated that they have to open the pipes to everybody and that Orange & 
Rockland has fracked gas today, as the particles can't be separated.  He said it was against federal law not to take the 
gas. S. Glidden, Stop Algonquin Pipeline Expansion (SAPE), stated that the expansion proposes bringing in enormous 
amounts of Pennsylvania fracked gas and that Mahwah will be bringing in Tennessee fracked gas high in radon 
content.  She said that HDD can deliver enormous quantities of fracked gas. S. Filgueras spoke about her concern that 
there are a large amount of projects going on in Rockland County, including the Champlain Hudson Power Express, 
which didn't mention the Spectra AIM project in their DEIS. There are also the Levitt project and the West Point 
Power Express, and she asked how these projects impact the AIM infrastructure, as the Champlain Hudson Power 
Express project will fo over, under, and through the AIM pipes. J. Sheridan said that Spectra was aware of the projects 
and have talked with the other companies on their proposals. S. Reich, Laborers 754 Union Business Manager, stated 
that drilling almost always hits the mark and new technology is used.  He spoke about the economic benefit and that 
the last Spectra upgrade created many local union jobs. 
 
2.  REF. #4124 - DISCUSSION ITEM – INPUT ON WATER USAGE 
   (HON. HARRIET D. CORNELL, LEGISLATURE) 
 
DISCUSSED      
 
Dr. Chuck Stead, Director of Environmental Studies, Cornell Cooperative Extension, stated his concerns about the 
proposed Water Conservation Act, said that he appreciated the opportunity to speak about this important law, and 
provided the following suggestions towards drafting the law: 
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Dr. Stead asked how this draft law would impact on both public and private water users and how would exemptions 
function and fairness? He added that the Landscape Law passed previously only works for landscapers, as it only 
educates landscapers every two years, though it is supposed to be for distributors and code enforcers and the public.  
He said the law failed to educate everyone else and he was concerned that this law may do the same if education is not 
spread further. He offered his services towards education efforts and said that the Cornell Cooperative Extension 
supports the Legislature in this effort. Chair Cornell said that the law wasn't written in stone and that the purpose of the 
meeting was to get ideas. She said that they had already gotten good information from the landscapers and United 
Water at the first meetings and that some of the language in the draft law was outdated, in terms of lawn technology.  
Cornell Cooperative Extension's input would be incorporated. A. Christian, Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Horticulturist, stated that rain sensors are often not accurate if in shaded areas and education was needed on placement 
for homeowners.  She spoke about how the public could be educated on replacing lawns with drought resistant species 
and said the Cornell Cooperative Extension Horticulture Lab would create a fact sheet that would coordinate with the 
final language of the law. Chair Cornell said that the Cornell Cooperative Extension is one of Rockland County's 
prime not-for-profit organizations and she used to be their County Legislative Liaison.  
 
S. Rulli, Department of Health, read a letter from Dr. Ruppert, Commissioner of Health: 
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Chair Cornell said that there had been a discussion the night before on washing the county's bus fleet and that some 
feel that they should be done daily, at a cost of about $800,000 per year. She asked if the DOH had any info on the 
quantity of water needed to wash cars, trucks, and buses and the increasing rate structure and if they knew of any  
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communities that use it? S. Rulli said that he didn't have specifics, but knew that it was used a lot.  He said that car 
washing was added to the code and needed to be tested out and that plans were submitted by car washes. Chair Cornell 
spoke about the great water conservation practices being done by golf courses and said they were looking for models 
and input on water use for things like swimming pools.  Leg. Carey thanked Chair Cornell for having all the parties 
present, the water company, the environmentalists, and the enforcers (DOH).  He asked how many do code 
enforcement? S. Rulli said that they only do it when there is a drought emergency and that they don't have any 
dedicated staff.  He said that most irrigational usage is private, and when they do code enforcement, they steal 
personnel from other programs and need overtime pay. Leg. Carey said that if we are serious about this, then we need 
to put money behind this to enforce it.   He said he believes in this, but realistic expectations must be managed and 
have it be implementable. Chair Cornell agreed and said that she would like to see the budget go towards education, 
but that we can't overburden the departments.  Leg. Jobson said that the public gets upset when regulating, even if it is 
for the collective good for everyone.  If we are following this through to fruition, we need to invest in it with time, 
money, and personnel.  Dr. Stead said that the Fertilizer Law does educate the landscapers, who educate the 
homeowners, so it does do good things, but the Cornell Cooperative Extension is shrinking, making their ability to 
educate diminished.  They need legislative support to do what they do. S Lerner, Educator, said that change can't be 
expected in a year or two and grants should be offered to homeowners using water conservation methods.  She said it 
is worth the investment to educate, in the long-term.  J. Dreschler spoke about the cost of washing county buses being 
$800,000 per year and said that the buses could be washed less and the money saved could go towards these programs.  
Leg. Carey said that there isn't money in the budget for bus washing.  S. Filgeuras spoke about Green Infrastructure 
(GI) and how it should be required for new construction. A. Englander spoke about GI and stormwater management 
and the need for implementing restrictions on water wasting appliances. 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  7:55 PM        UNAN 
CAREY/LOW-HOGAN 
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