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LEG. A. PAUL, 2ND VICE CHAIR LEG. N. LOW-HOGAN  R. MAGUBANDI 
LEG. L. HOFSTEIN   J. BIRNBAUM, ESQ. 
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LEG. P. MORONEY 
 
         
CHAIR SOSKIN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:34 PM. 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 25, 2015 MEETING. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT:          
EARL/DIAZ, HOFSTEIN         UNAN 
 
1. REF.#2973/9500 AMENDING THE 2015 BUDGET BY APPROVING THE ACCEPTANCE OF  
   ADDITIONAL FUNDS FROM THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH 
   IN THE AMOUNT OF $253,998 [NCTD] TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO MENTAL HEALTH 
   ASSOCIATION OF ROCKLAND COUNTY, INC., LOEB HOUSE, INC., SAINT  
   DOMINIC'S HOME AND ROCKLAND HOSPITAL GUILD, INC. AS WELL AS THE 
   ROCKLAND COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH FOR SUPPORTED  
   HOUSING BEDS IN ROCKLAND COUNTY FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2015 AND 
   AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY  
   DOCUMENTS INCLUDING THE APPLICABLE CONTRACT AMENDMENTS 
   [DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH] ($253,998) 
   (MICHAEL LEITZES COMMISSIONER DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH) 
   DL#: 2015-03593 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:      TRANSFERRED TO B&F 9/8/15  
 SOSKIN/DIAZ, PAUL          UNAN 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: LEGS. SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, HOFSTEIN, DIAZ 
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Michael Leitzes, Commissioner of Mental Health, stated that this is additional funding awarded by New York State OMH 
with no county tax dollars required to accept these funds. This amount would be distributed to four contract housing 
providers in the County. 
 
Leg. Soskin asked how much was spent this year as opposed to last year? 
 
Mr. Leitzes clarified that the allocation totals $2,500,000 and that is for the entire 12 months, last year it was $130,000   
less. 
 
Leg. Soskin asked if ever the funds were not to be sufficient would the County have to add money. 
 
Mr. Leitzes answer was that the County in any case wouldn't have to contribute in funding. 
 
 
 
 
2. REF.#6760  APPROVING AND RATIFYING AN AGREEMENT IN EXCESS OF $100,000 WITH THE 
   ROCKLAND COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $110,000 FOR 
   ADMINISTRATION OF THE ASSIGNED COUNSEL PLAN FOR THE PERIOD FROM 
   JANUARY 1, 2015 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2015 [DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND 
   FINANCE] ($110,000) 
   (STEPHEN F. DEGROAT COMMISSIONER DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND  
   FINANCE) DL#: 2015-03618  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:      TRANSFERRED TO B&F 9/8/15 
SOSKIN/PAUL, EARL          UNAN 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: LEGS. SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, HOFSTEIN, DIAZ 
 
 
Robert B. Marcus, ESQ. expressed his concern for not having enough funding to operate his Department and asked if the 
Legislature were to have any available funds to sent it their way. So far they have managed with what they have been 
receiving, which is evaluated at a $110,000 for the past 2 years.  
 
Leg. Soskin asked what was the basic function of the Rockland County Bar Association? 
 
Mr. Marcus explained that the Rockland County Bar Association, assigned counsel program is an organization of lawyers 
of every kind and their mission is to promote justice, serve the community and offer some sort of counsel. Mr. Marcus 
added that the RCBA has enough attorney's to provide the defense that is needed in the courts for representation. In this 
program lawyers work for compensation on behalf of people who are unable to afford a lawyer. The lawyers hours and 
compensation are determined by the judge who presides over the case. A voucher is submitted to the judge for approval, 
once signed the voucher is for payment, which comes out of different funds, not the business administrative funds. 
 
leg. Soskin wished the RCBA success in their work. 
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3. REF.#3977  DICUSSION ITEM-CONSIDERATION OF A CO-OP FAIR HOUSING LAW IN  
   ROCKLAND COUNTY 
   (HON. ALDEN WOLFE LEGISLATURE) 
 
          DISCUSSED 
 
Leg. Wolfe explained that it can be compared as a kind of hybrid as it is different from a single-family home or a 
condominium unit, because the owner actually owns a share in the co-op, which owns the whole building. Leg. Wolfe 
emphasized that in New York State one must apply and be accepted as a shareholder. A lot of factors come into play in this 
process, some  are good factors and some are bad factors. One of the issues that applicants experience is that a co-up can 
take a long time to give an approval response and these type of delays can have an impact when perspectives purchaser of 
unit have to deal with paper work. 
 
Philip Weiden, Government Affairs Director, explained how legitimate it would be to make it into a law that a written 
reason in writing stating why you are being denied at time of purchase be provided. The problem now is if denied, you 
don't know why. Bottom-line is that they are not looking to take away realtors power, but looking to strengthen the 
business. No proposed law is being introduced at this time but rather a discussion on fair housing issue. 
(See attached) 
 
Leg. Wolfe stated that he wanted to start a dialogue on this matter and not introduce a legislation at this time. This 
conversation would able them to get a feedback from the community specially the Rockland Bar Association.  
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:7:09 PM 
EARL/DIAZ           UNAN 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Lesly Senatus, Committee Clerk           
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