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 The Legislature of Rockland County 
 

PHILIP SOSKIN 
LEGISLATOR - DISTRICT 7 
CHAIR, MULTI-SERVICES COMMITTEE                                             

      
    MINUTES 

MULTI-SERVICES COMMITTEE 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2013 

     6:00 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                    MEMBERS ABSENT:                        OTHERS PRESENT: 
LEG. P. SOSKIN, CHAIR                   LEG. J. HOOD, JR., VICE-CHAIR      E. YEGER, ESQ.        R. HANSEN 
LEG. T. EARL, 2nd VICE-CHAIR                                                                      A. PAUL                     T. GROSSELFINGER 
LEG. A. PAUL                                                                                                    G. DRESCHER 
LEG. J. MEYERS                                                                                                 
LEG. D. JOBSON                                                                                   
LEG. P. MORONEY                                                                                             
 
CHAIR SOSKIN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:06 PM 
 
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 7/30/13 MEETING 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT:                    
MORONEY/EARL                                                          UNAN 
 
1.    REF. #9499- SUPPORTING UNITED STATES SENATE BILL S. 744 - THE BORDER SECURITY, 

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY, AND IMMIGRATION MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2013, AND 
URGING THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO PASS SIMILAR 
LEGISLATION (HON. I. SCHOENBERGER, LEGISLATURE) 

 
DEFERRED 
 
2.    REF. #2416- CONFIRMING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF BETH WENDY GRUNDFEST-FRIGERI, SPRING 

VALLEY, NEW YORK TO THE ROCKLAND COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD 
(S. VANDERHOEF, COUNTY EXECUTIVE, COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE) 

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                 
EARL/SOSKIN, PAUL                                                                           UNAN                          
 
3.    REF. #2416- CONFIRMING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF DR. EVELYN S. HA, NEW CITY, NEW YORK TO 

THE ROCKLAND COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD 
(S. VANDERHOEF, COUNTY EXECUTIVE, COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE) 

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                 
MORONEY/PAUL, SOSKIN                                                                          UNAN                          
 
Leg. Paul spoke about having worked with Dr. Ha at Nyack Hospital. She stated that Dr. Ha is dedicated and caring and 
would be an asset to Rockland County.  She thanked her for her service to the community. 
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4.    REF. #2416- CONFIRMING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF CHIEF PETER NOONAN, NANUET, NEW YORK 

TO THE ROCKLAND COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD 
(S. VANDERHOEF, COUNTY EXECUTIVE, COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE) 

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                 
MORONEY/JOBSON, SOSKIN                                                                          UNAN                          
 
5.    REF. #3147- CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENTS OF CHRISTOPHER G. KEAR, NEW CITY, NEW YORK 

AND GEORGE ZAYAS, STONY POINT, NEW YORK AS DEPUTY COUNTY FIRE 
COORDINATORS 
(S. VANDERHOEF, COUNTY EXECUTIVE, COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE) 

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                 
JOBSON/SOSKIN                                                                           UNAN                          
   
6.    REF. #8896 - APPROVING THE AGREEMENT IN EXCESS OF $100,000 WITH ROCKLAND MOBILE CARE, 

INC. FOR AMBULANCE SERVICE (NON-EMERGENCY) FOR THE DEPARTMENTS OF 
HOSPITALS AND MENTAL HEALTH UNDER RFB-RC-2013-067 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $150,400.60 FOR THE PERIOD FROM SEPTEMBER 1, 2013 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 
2014 WITH THE OPTION TO RENEW FOR FOUR (4) ADDITIONAL ONE (1) YEAR OPTION 
TERMS AND AUTHORIZING ITS EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
[DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES – DIVISION OF PURCHASING] ($150,400.60)  
(G. WALSH, COMMISSIONER, DGS - PURCHASING)  
 

ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 

SOSKIN/PAUL                                                                                      UNAN 
 

7.  REF. #2973 - APPROVING WRITTEN CONSENT TO ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF AGREEMENT 
IN EXCESS OF $100,000 BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ROCKLAND, BENDINER & 
SCHLESINGER, INC. AND LABORATORY CORPORATION OF AMERICA HOLDINGS FOR 
ALCOHOL/DRUG TESTING AND SCREENING SERVICES UNDER RFB-RC-2010-035 FOR 
THE PERIOD FROM JUNE 1, 2013 THROUGH MAY 31, 2014 AND IN A TOTAL AMOUNT 
NOT TO EXCEED $317,480.50 FOR THE FULL PERIOD FROM JUNE 1, 2010 THROUGH MAY 
31, 2014 WITH ONE (1) REMAINING ONE (1) YEAR OPTION TERM AND AUTHORIZING ITS 
EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES – 
DIVISION OF PURCHASING] ($317,480.50) (G. WALSH, ACTING COMMISSIONER, 
DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES – DIVISION OF PURCHASING) 

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 

SOSKIN/MORONEY                                                                                     UNAN 
 

8. REF. #9173 - APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
COUNTY OF ROCKLAND AND VILLAGE OF HAVERSTRAW FOR THE HEALTHY PLACES 
TO LIVE WORK AND PLAY INITIATIVE TO IMPLEMENT POLICY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPROVEMENTS IN ORDER TO REACH THE GOAL OF A HEALTHIER COMMUNITY IN AN 
AMOUNT OF $20,000 FOR A TERM FROM APRIL 1, 2013 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2014 AND 
AUTHORIZING ITS EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH] ($20,000)  
(R. HANSEN, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH)  

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY 
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MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 

SOSKIN/EARL, PAUL                                                                                     UNAN 
      
9. REF. #9173 - APPROVING EXECUTION OF AN INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT IN AN AMOUNT NOT 

TO EXCEED $22,000 (NCTD) BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ROCKLAND AND THE VILLAGE 
OF SPRING VALLEY THROUGH THE CREATING HEALTHY PLACES TO LIVE, WORK AND 
PLAY INITIATIVE FUNDED BY THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FOR 
THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 2013 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2014 AND AUTHORIZING ITS 
EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH] ($22,000)  
(DR. P. RUPPERT, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH)  

   
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 

EARL/PAUL, SOSKIN, MORONEY                                                                                  UNAN 
 
10. REF. #6546 - APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $262,500 (NCTD) IPA (IN 

PERSON ASSISTOR)/NAVIGATOR GRANT FROM THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH TO REACH UNINSURED CHILDREN, ADULTS, AND SMALL BUSINESS 
EMPLOYERS THROUGHOUT ROCKLAND COUNTY IN ORDER TO HELP FACILITATE 
ENROLLMENT IN HEALTH INSURANCE FOR THE PERIOD AUGUST 1, 2013 THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2014 AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS 
BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH] ($262,500) 
(DR. P. RUPPERT, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH)  

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 

SOSKIN/PAUL, EARL                                                                                PASSED/4 AYES/2 NAYS 
 
AYES:  LEGS. SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, MEYERS 
NAYS: LEGS. JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
R. Hansen, Deputy Commissioner, stated that this was a new grant to replace the Facilitated Enrollment Grant.  It goes into 
place on October 1, 2013 and facilitates the process of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) with the new Medicaid guidelines.  
One person will go from part-time to full-time and two titles will change. This grant is for more money than the county 
received for the Facilitated Enrollment Grant and it assists with outreach.  Chair Soskin asked if there would be training for 
the new positions?  R. Hansen stated that some employees are certified already and they will look to Albany for further 
training, but there won’t be any new staff. Leg. Moroney asked, if the program was throughout the county, then why was 
Monsey mentioned by R. Hansen when describing the outreach? R. Hansen said that 70,000 out of 300,000 in the county 
are underinsured and a large number were in Monsey. Leg. Moroney asked if there was a county contribution? R. Hansen 
said there was no county share and that this will educate the public about the new exchanges and the outreach is throughout 
the county. Leg. Moroney stated he would like a report in the future about how the program progresses. R. Hansen said that 
this was for people over 21 and children under 21 were still covered by Child Health Plus. Chair Soskin asked who was 
eligible? R. Hansen said that income eligibility that was based on the poverty level still stands.  In 2018, the state and 
federal governments will be taking over Medicaid. This grant is only to educate the public on how to apply for online 
exchanges. He said the Affordable Care Act makes insurance coverage available for more people and this grant will enable 
them to educate the public on the plans available.  Leg. Jobson asked if this would be good or bad for local people? R. 
Hansen said that the administration of Medicaid will be taken out of local hands; and the Affordable Care Act (or 
Obamacare) would be a benefit to residents, but the volume is unknown at this time. Leg. Moroney asked if the 
undocumented were covered by the ACA? R. Hansen said that the coverage was similar to Medicaid now and care could 
not be refused. Leg. Moroney stated that he would be voting no and Leg. Meyers asked for an explanation for a no vote. 
Leg. Moroney stated that, in regards to the ACA, the undocumented were a real problem.  He said the Rockland County is 
the smallest county in New York and we don’t know how this is going to end up, like with voting rights and not needing 
I.D., the way he does when he goes to the airport. Leg. Moroney said that we did not know what the nationwide cost would 
be. Chair Soskin stated that this was part of a total grant for the entire country and each state was given a chance to accept it 
or not.  He said that if we do not accept the grant money, we might lose out and the law is the law in New York State. Leg. 
Moroney said that maybe he doesn’t agree with the state. Commissioner Dr. Ruppert provided the following fact sheet about 
The NY Health Benefits Exchange on September 3, 2013: 
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11. REF. #8486 - APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,747 (NCTD) FROM 
THE NEW YORK STATE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH HAZARD ABATEMENT 
BOARD TO ENABLE EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES/OFFICE OF CONSUMER PROTECTION TO ATTEND SAFETY TRAINING 
SESSIONS ON A VARIETY OF TOPICS FOR THE PERIOD AUGUST 1, 2013 THROUGH JULY 
31, 2014 AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS BY THE 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE (DEPARTMENT OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES/OFFICE OF 
CONSUMER PROTECTION) ($1,747) 
(T. GROSSELFINGER, DIRECTOR AND PUBLIC ADVOCATE, WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES/OFFICE OF CONSUMER PROTECTION) 

 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 

JOBSON/ALL                                                                                      UNAN 
 
Director Grosselfinger stated that this deals with voluble liquids and gas.  He said that Melanie Gross of the Sewer District 
was very helpful in getting the grant, which helps with training and safety supplies to prevent accidents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: (6:40 PM) 
JOBSON/MEYERS                                    UNAN 
 
 
 
“The Rockland County Legislature is committed to full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  To that end, the Legislature is committed to 
creating an accessible environment for all.  To request accommodations that you may require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845-638-5248 (845-708-
7899 for TTY/TDD).  Please request these accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs.” 
 
MS 8.27.13.MIN/PS 


