
Pandemic-EBT Benefits (P-EBT) have been approved by the government to be authorized to school age 

children who received the free or reduced cost school meals program (FRPM). 

The benefit rate is $5.70 per day for each day the students were not in school due to COVID-19 (from 
Mid-March through June) 

• March 20-31 $68 

• April  $125 

• May  $119 

• June  $108 
Total  $420 from 3/20 - 6/30/2020 

Applications are not required.  New York State OTDA will process these payments in 3 stages: 

• 1st Stage: 
➢ Affects children ages 5-18 who were active TA and/or SNAP recipients in the month of 

March 2020 
➢ OTDA will not notify the families of these benefits – the students will receive the 

benefits automatically - this is an OTDA benefit and not a DSS benefit. 
➢ P-EBT benefit will be put on the current EBT card and will not affect the TA/SNAP 

benefits 

• 2nd Stage: 
➢ Affects children 3-18 on active Medicaid Only cases 
➢ OTDA will send a notice to advise the families how to set up the PIN to obtain the 

benefit  
➢ EBT card will be authorized to the adult in the home or the oldest child 

• 3rd Stage: 
➢ Affects children other than those referenced in stages 1 & 2 
➢ Kids 3-4 in Pre-K programs 
➢ Kids 19-21 who are disabled and enrolled in FRPM and on TA/SNAP 
➢ Any other child on school lunch programs 
➢ OTDA will send a notice to advise the families how to set up the PIN to obtain the 

benefit 

➢ If a family does not currently have an EBT card, the parent will receive a card for each 

child that is eligible for this benefit   

*Note – this benefit will not impact any other DSS benefit the family may be receiving. 

 

• These benefits can only be used to purchase the same items outlined in the current SNAP 

guidelines and they will expire 1 year from the date they were issued. 

Benefit Availability: 

Stage 1: 

• In late May 2020, the March & April benefits totaling $193 will be made available 

• In June 2020, the May & June benefits totaling $227 will be made available 
Stage 2:  

• In late June 2020, the maximum total benefit of $420 will be made available  
Stage 3: 

• Anytime from July through August 2020, the maximum total benefit of $420 will be made 
available 

*This stage will take longer to process as the state must gather information from school rosters to 
identify eligible children 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):  
https://otda.ny.gov/SNAP-COVID-19/Frequently-Asked-Questions-Pandemic-EBT.asp 
Additional information: 

OTDA’s COVID-19 webpage: http://otda.ny.gov/COVID-19/ OR email OTDA at: 
otda.sm.eisp.PEBT@otda.ny.gov 
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