Rockland County Legislator Aney Paul
2014 - District 14 Newsletter

Serving the Communities of Nanuet, New City, Chestnut Ridge,
Pomona, Spring Valley, Monsey, and Hillcrest

Summer, 2014

Dear Neigh-
bor,

As your Leg-
islator for
District 14,
it is im-
portant for
me to keep
you up-to-
date on

Legislator Paul working with
Congresswoman Nita Lowey on
issues facing Ramapo.

what is going
on in our com-
munity. I
hope you find
this newsletter
informative.

If you have
any questions
or issues that
concern you, I
appreciate and

Message From Legislator Aney Paul

welcome your in-
put. Please con-
tact me at Pau-
1A@co.rockland.n
y.us or (845) 638-
5100. Enjoy a
healthy and hap-
py summer!

Atk

30th Annual
Chestnut Ridge Read-In

@ E

“*] their properties abut a

stream whose Dbanks

il collapsed, leaving large
—] slabs of concrete and
| fallen trees blocking the

stream. The collapse

%] had also damaged the

residents’ properties and

o they were fearful that

further erosion would

i possibly endanger their

A safety issue was
brought to my attention
by Inwood Drive resi-
dents in Spring Valley.
They informed the Town
of Ramapo that concrete
had fallen into the
stream in 2012 (prior to
Hurricane Sandy), and
reached out to my office
in June 2013. Seeking
additional assistance, I
contacted both the Town
of Ramapo Highway De-
partment and the Rock-
land County Drainage
Agency to seek a review
of the property. They
both visited the site the
next day and discovered
the bank had fully col-
lapsed following another

storm the previous
night. Residents were
very concerned, since

homes. Upon visiting
the property to survey
the damage, I was able
to see first-hand that
there was serious cause
for concern for the safety
of residents, especially
with young children in
close proximity to an
area where protective
fences had caved in.
After seeing the dam-
age, I urged the Town of
Ramapo Highway De-
partment to expedite the

Safety First: Spring Valley Repairs Complete

repairs. Repairs to the
concrete channel and
gabion wall have since
been completed and con-
crete debris has been
removed from the
stream.

I am pleased the resi-
dents brought this safe-
ty matter to my atten-
tion. Although the re-
pairs were not under the
purview of Rockland
County, it was a signifi-
cant hazard that needed
to be addressed expedi-
tiously. I welcome your
input and calls on mat-
ters of concern to you

and, if necessary, I will |

make efforts to expedite
assistance from other
local governments
(photos: Leg. Paul with
Inwood Dr. residents
before & after repairs)

] 1-800-444-6544

] Clarkstown Parks & Recreation
.1 (845) 639-6200

&4 Ramapo Parks & Recreation

4 (845) 357-6100

It is always a great pleasure
to visit the students in District
14 and the wonderful teachers
that work so hard to prepare
them for a successful future.
As such, it was a privilege to
be invited to read to a class at
Chestnut Ridge Middle
School’s 30th Annual Chestnut
Ridge Read-In, in February,
2014. This year, their focus
was career and college prepa-
ration. Before reading to the
class, I was happy to share my
own college and career experi-
ences. Perhaps one of these
bright Chestnut Ridge Middle
School students will be encour-
aged to pursue a career in
nursing, as I have, or even
seek public office, affording
them further opportunities to
serve the public.

1 (845) 364-3333

Useful Numbers For Seniors

Office for the Aging
(845) 364-2110
Dept. of Public Transportation

TRIPS (Seniors/Disabled)
(845) 364-8747

Mini-Trans (845) 623-0667
AARP Health Insurance Info
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Legislator Paul Requests Safety Study:
New Clarkstown Road, Nanuet

Capital Project: Pascack Road at
Lawrence Street

This past winter, following an
unfortunate fatality of a pedes-
trian crossing New Clarkstown
Road in Nanuet, between the
Hamlets and Amber Fields con-
dominium complexes, I ar-
ranged a meeting with the Su-
perintendent of the Rockland
County Highway Department,
Charles Vezzetti, and his staff
to discuss the safety conditions
in that area and any possible
recommendations they might
have towards improving the
safety at the crossing. Quite a
large number of residents need
to cross the road at that point
in order to access the club
house, playground, and tennis
courts. Also, with the addition
of newer construction on New
Clarkstown Road, the area has
become more populated, mean-
ing more people are crossing
than in previous years, when
perhaps older traffic studies

were done.

As traffic studies and street
lighting are overseen by the
Town of Clarkstown, we dis-
cussed a number of possibilities
to improve safety for those that
cross at that point that would
require input from both the
Town of Clarkstown and the
respective Board of Managers
of the two condominiums. In
the interim, I asked the Rock-
land County Highway Depart-
ment if they could conduct a
safety study of the area as a
preliminary measure. A safety
study of the area would entail
checking the striping and street
lighting, and to determine if
the landscaping is blocking any
of the lights or signage. Other

Residents in the vicinity of Pas-
cack Road at Lawrence Street, please
be aware that a Capital Project has
been designated for the road. The
Capital Project is to be a federally
funded project. The designs for this
Rockland County Highway Depart-
ment project are scheduled to be ini-
tiated in 2015.

Honoring our First Responders

31 remembered for giving their lives
in the line of duty as police officers
from Rockland County during National
Police Week in May, at the Rockland
County Courthouse

measures will be explored once 384

the safety study is completed.

We must do everything we can |
to ensure the safety of all the |

residents of our community.

Legislator Paul Recognizes Local Nurses in Honor of
National Nurses’ Week

As a health professional, it was my distinct privi-
lege to honor seven retired nurses in recognition of
National Nurses' Week during a ceremony held
prior to a meeting of the County Legislature, on
May 22, 2014. I invited Nellie Berg, Nancy
Delaney Nawoichyk, Idette Earl, Claude-Michelle

Paraison, Mary Mathew, Padmavathy Nair, and
Mathai Das, and presented them with Certificates
of Appreciation in recognition of the work they con-
tinue to do in the health field.

National Nurses Week (May 6-12, 2014) brings
attention to the important role of nurses. I am
proud to bring attention to these courageous wom-
en who have retired, yet are still wearing many
hats to serve the community. In addition to my role
in the Legislature, I am proud to have worked as a
Registered Nurse for many years, so I understand
the dedication that these nurses have shown
through the years. We are fortunate that these
dedicated nursing professionals generously set
aside their well-earned leisure time to remain com-

| mitted to the profession and to bring awareness to

matters of health and wellness.
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Legislator Aney Paul Calls for Legislation

Legislator Aney Paul

As your legislator, I have spon-

sored legislation on matters affect-
ing our lives and I will continue to
advocate for important issues.
1) In March, I sponsored a discus-
sion item on the Government Oper-
ations Committee to discuss the
dangers concerning E-
Cigarettes, in light of the lack of
FDA regulations. I was particular-
ly concerned about the possible
dangers to minors from an addic-
tive nicotine product. I subsequent-
ly sponsored legislation in sup-
port of new proposed FDA regu-
lations, which passed the full Leg-
islature in July.

The new regulations would ban
the sale of e-cigarettes, cigars and
pipe tobacco to Americans under
18, and would require that people
buying them show photo ID to
prove their age, measures already
mandated in a number of states.
The regulations will establish over-
sight of what has been described as
a "market free-for-all of products,
including vials of liquid nicotine of
varying quality and unknown prov-
enance."

In the proposed restrictions on

sales to minors, vending machines
in public places where minors are
allowed would no longer be able to
carry them. A ban on Internet sales
to minors, already in place for ciga-
rettes, would extend to e-cigarettes
and cigars.
2) “Revenge porn” is a growing
problem for young people in our so-
ciety and has been a cause for men-
tal anguish and a significant num-
ber of teen suicides. Revenge porn
is when former partners provide to
internet websites pictures and
videos of an explicit nature,
which can severely damage the vic-
tims’ reputations.

Having spoken with a distressed
Clarkstown resident whose daugh-
ter was victimized in this way, I
was compelled to sponsor legisla-
tion urging our state elected
officials to amend the penal law
for such crimes. I am pleased that
it passed the full Legislature this
past May, and that the NYS Legis-

Coordinates
2nd Annual Health Fair

In coordination with the Lion’s
Club of Nanuet, we held our 2nd
Annual Health Fair and Out-
reach Program in April. This
years theme was “Building a
Healthy Community.”

The goal of the health fair was
to raise awareness of health-
related issues and to promote a
healthy lifestyle. Medical profes-
sionals were on hand to provide
information on children’s health,
diet, and exercise and do health
screenings. Participants includ-
ed the Indian Nurses Associa-
tion of New York (INANY), the
Haitian American Nurse Associ-
ation (HANA), the Monsey Fam-
ily Medical Center, Helping Kids
Pediatrics, Dr. Reena Jacob, MD
and Dr. Ronald Cobbs, MD. We
plan on holding another Health

lature has since passed similar |~

legislation that is now awaiting
the governor’s signature.

West Nile Virus Safety Precautions

In June, the NYS Health Department confirmed
that mosquitoes tested positive for West Nile Virus in
Rockland.

Even the smallest amount of standing water can
serve as a breeding site. Mosquitoes lay eggs in these
sites and hatch within a few days. Follow these tips
to help prevent mosquitoes:

e Check your property for ANY items that can hold
water. Even small items, such as soda cans, can pro-
duce mosquitoes. Get rid of the items or empty the
water weekly.

e If you have a swimming pool that is not in use,
drain the water off the cover or treat this standing
water with Mosquito Dunks®, available free of
charge at the Health Department, while supplies
last. It is important to know the size of your pool
when coming to pick up your dunks.

e Drill drain holes in the bottoms of recycling con-
tainers, turn over wading pools and wheelbarrows
when not in use, and remove all discarded tires.

e Make sure that
roof gutters drain |
properly.
e Clear vegetation and debris from the edges of
ponds and remove leaf debris from yards and gar-
dens.
e Make sure that all windows and doors have
screens and that all screens are in good repair.

You can reduce the risk of being bitten in the fol-
lowing ways:
e Minimize outdoor activities when mosquitoes are
active.
e Wear shoes and socks, long pants and a long-
sleeved shirt when outdoors for long periods of time,
or when mosquitoes are most active.
e If you are going to be outdoors when or where
mosquitoes are active, consider using an insect repel-
lent.

To learn more, visit http://rocklandgov.com or call
the Health Department at (845) 364-3173.
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HEAD START FUNDING
SPRING V_A.LLEV

Rep. Lowey announcement of a nearly
85 million grant for Head Start of
Rockland County Spring Valley.
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Leg. Paul took part in Gov. Cuomo’s
Citizen Preparedness Training

Around the Community

At Solldarlly With Israel Rally with
fellow community leaders in New

City.

Legislator Aney Paul
Adopts a Road

There are
many mean-
ingful ways
to give back
to our com-
munity. One
that is most
rewarding is
helping with
B Keep Rock-
"] land Beauti-
ful's “Great

L]
—

Nanuet High School Achievement
Awards Ceremony

American Cleanup Taking
care of our environment is all of
our responsibility and it’s heart-

| warming to see so many volun-

teers every year on Rockland’s

#l roadways cleaning up the litter

of those less thoughtful, ensur-
ing a clean community we all
can take pride in.

As such, I adopted the two-
mile stretch of County Route
35A from New Clarkstown Road

Reducing the Roar at Tiger’s Den Park, Spring Valley

to Route 59, Spring Valley
through the Rockland County

Residents living by Tiger’s Den
Park in the Village of Spring Val-
ley would like to return to some of
the peace and quiet they had prior
to the building of a skate ramp in
the park. At issue is not the ramp
itself, for it is important for our
youth to have a place to recreate.
However, residents sought my
help in alleviating the problems
arising, due to some misusing the
park. The trees had been cut

damages, shouting obscenities,
and engaging in vulgar behavior.

The neighbors are understanda-
bly concerned for their safety and
properties and would like some
higher fencing or trees replanted
and increased policing of the park.
I reached out to Mayor Del-
homme’s office, on behalf of resi-
dents, and look forward to seeking
ways to resolve these issues.

down and a low fence installed
when the ramp was built on a
higher elevation than the back
yards of residents. Miscreant
youth are throwing debris on the
private properties below causing

Legislator Aney Paul

Highway Department’s Adopt-a
-Road Program. By adopting the
road I have pledged, along with
a team of hardy volunteers, to
clean the stretch of road four
times a year. If you'd like to vol-
unteer, please reach out to join
our crew!
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