
THE LEGISLATURE OF ROCKLAND COUNTY 
 

 
ILAN S. SCHOENBERGER 
LEGISLATOR – DISTRICT 4 
 
CHAIR, BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
          

MINUTES 
BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2012 
7:15 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT    MEMBERS ABSENT      OTHERS PRESENT                
HON. I. SCHOENBERGER, CHAIR  HON. A. WOLFE     HON. A. PAUL               S. DEGROAT  
HON. J. HOOD. JR.-VICE CHAIR       HON. A. WIEDER          M. LOUTZES 
HON. H. CORNELL         HON. C. CAREY            P. GERDIN 
HON. M. GRANT          R. MCKAY, ESQ.           F. PRATT      
HON. P. SOSKIN         N. DOLINER                   L. WATKINS 
HON. T. EARL         S. MATHEWS             G. VALENTINE 
HON. N. LOW-HOGAN                 P. BRENNAN             W. ALDRIDGE 
HON. J. MURPHY            DR. J. FACELLE             D. PHILIPPS 
HON. F. SPARACO        K. TOWER-BERNSTEIN 
          W. TROTMAN 
          L. INCALCATERRA 
          K. SINCERBOX 
 

Chair Schoenberger called meeting to order at 8:05 p.m. 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES FROM MARCH 27, 2012 
 

MOTION TO ADOPT        UNAN 
HOOD, JR./GRANT 

 
1. BONDS/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS:  

 
       1-PPW) REF. #6955   AMENDING THE CAPITAL PROJECTS BUDGET TO 

ADD A $650,000 CAPITAL PROJECT TO FACILITATE  
THE REPAIR AND UPGRADE OF THE HI-TOR  
ANIMAL FACILITY (HONS. ALDEN H. WOLFE,  
EDWIN J. DAY, JAY HOOD JR., TONEY E. EARL,  
LEGISLATURE) LG #3097 
 

ACTION: 
NO MOTION IN PPW 
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 2-PPW) REF. #5906 APPROVING AMENDMENT AND EXTENSION TO 

CONTRACT OVER $100,000 WITH NIXON PEABODY, 
LLP IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $60,000 FOR 
A TOTAL CONTRACT SUM NOT TO EXCEED 
$1,739,000 FOR ADDITIONAL LEGAL SERVICES IN 
CONNECTION WITH PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS 
/CONDEMNATIONS FOR THE WESTERN RAMAPO 
SEWER EXTENSION PROJECT AND THE 
VILLAGE/TOWN SEWER EXTENSION PROJECT, 
EXTENDING THE CONTRACT THROUGH 
DECEMBER 31, 2012 AND AUTHORIZING 
EXECUTION OF THE CONTRACT BY THE COUNTY 
EXECUTIVE [ROCKLAND COUNTY SEWER 
DISTRICT NO. 1] ($1,739,000) (DIANNE PHILIPPS, 
DIRECTOR OF SEWER DISTRICTS NO. 1)  

 DL #2012-01075 
 

(TRANSFERRED FROM PPW 4/10/12 ADDED 
SPONSORS: SCHOENBERGER, JOBSON, PAUL) 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
SOSKIN/MURPHY 
 
ADDED SPONSORS HOOD, JR., CORNELL, SOSKIN, EARL 

 
3-PPW) REF. #8293 APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW 

YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FOR THE METROPOLITAN PLANNING 
ORGANIZATION (“MPO”) MEMBER AGENCY 
FEDERAL-AID MASTER PROJECT COMPTROLLER’S 
CONTRACT NO. C033469 IN AN AMOUNT UP TO 
$8,310,970 FOR THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 2012 
THROUGH MARCH 31, 2022 AND AUTHORIZING 
EXECUTION OF ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS BY 
THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING] ($8,310,970) (THOMAS B. 
VANDERBEEK, COMMISSIONER OF PLANNING) 
DL #2012-00584 

 
(TRANSFERRED FROM PPW 4/10/12 ADDED 
SPONSORS:GRANT, SCHOENBERGER, JOBSON, 
PAUL) 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
GRANT/HOOD, JR./EARL 
 
ADDED SPONSORS HOOD, JR., CORNELL, SOSKIN, EARL 
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4-PPW) REF. #2994 APPROVING ADDITIONAL PURCHASES IN EXCESS 

OF $100,000 FROM BREGA D.O.T. MAINTENANCE 
CORP. FOR PARATRANSIT BUS FLEET INSPECTION, 
PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS FOR 
THE ROCKLAND COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION UNDER RFB-RC-07-140 IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $400,000 FOR THE 
PERIOD MARCH 1, 2012 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 
2013 AND IN A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$1,984,856 FOR THE FULL PERIOD FROM MARCH 1, 
2008 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2013 WITH ALL 
PURCHASES TO BE MADE BY FORMAL PURCHASE 
ORDER [DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES-
DIVISION OF PURCHASING] ($1,984,856) (GERALD 
WALSH, COMMISSIONER OF DGS-PURCHASING) 
DL #2012-00990 rev. 4/4/12 

 
(TRANSFERRED FROM PPW 4/10/12 ADDED 
SPONSORS:GRANT, SCHOENBERGER, JOBSON, 
PAUL) 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
SPARACO/LOW-HOGAN 
 
ADDED SPONSORS HOOD, JR., CORNELL, SOSKIN, EARL, LOW-HOGAN 

 
5-PPW) REF. #9075 DETERMINING THAT CERTAIN COUNTY OWNED 

REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2 NEW HEMPSTEAD 
ROAD, NEW CITY, NEW YORK, IS NO LONGER 
NECESSARY FOR PUBLIC USE AND AUTHORIZING 
THE SALE OF SAID REAL PROPERTY BY PUBLIC 
ADVERTISEMENT [DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET & 
FINANCE] (STEPHEN DEGROAT, ACTING 
COMMISSIONER OF BUDGET & FINANCE)  
DL #2012-00900 
 
(TRANSFERRED FROM PPW 4/10/12 ADDED 
SPONSORS:GRANT, SCHOENBERGER, JOBSON, 
PAUL) 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
CORNELL/SPARACO 
 
ADDED SPONSORS HOOD, JR., CORNELL, SOSKIN, EARL 
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6-PPW) REF. #6394 BOND RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY OF 

ROCKLAND, NEW YORK, ADOPTED________, 2012, 
AUTHORIZING FINANCING OF IMPROVEMENTS TO 
THE DEMAREST KILL COUNTY PARK DAM, 
STATING THE CURRENT ESTIMATED MAXIMUM 
COST THEREOF IS $1,000,000, APPROPRIATING 
$1,000,000 FOR SUCH PURPOSE, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,000,000 
BONDS OF SAID COUNTY TO FINANCE SAID 
APPROPRIATION (CHARLES VEZZETTI, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS)  
LM #2012-00652 
 

ACTION: 
PULLED IN PPW 

 
2.  GRANTS/DONATIONS:       
 
2A) REF. #9173 APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $300,000 (NCTD) FROM THE NEW 
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
CREATING HEALTHY PLACES TO LIVE, WORK 
AND PLAY GRANT FOR THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 2012 
THROUGH MARCH 31, 2013 WHICH MAY BE 
FOLLOWED BY A COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT 
(COLA) AWARD OF NO MORE THAN 10% OR 
$30,000 MAKING A TOTAL GRANT AWARD $330,000 
AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ALL 
NECESSARY GRANT DOCUMENTS BY THE 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH] 
($330,000) (DR. JOAN FACELLE, COMMISSIONER 
OF HEALTH DEPT.) DL #2012-00773 

 
 (TRANSFERRED FROM MULTI SERVICES 4/10/12 

ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, 
PAUL, MORONEY, JOBSON) 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
MURPHY/SOSKIN 
 
ADDED SPONSORS SCHOENBERGER, CORNELL, GRANT 
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3. BUDGET ITEMS:   

 
3A) REF. #9473 AMENDING THE 2012 BUDGET BY APPROVING THE 

ACCEPTANCE OF ADDITIONAL FUNDS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $425,207 [NCTD] FROM THE NEW 
YORK STATE OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH FOR 
THE CALENDAR YEAR 2012 TO BE DISTRIBUTED 
TO MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF 
ROCKLAND COUNTY, INC. AND AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE ALL 
NECESSARY DOCUMENTS INCLUDING THE 
APPLICABLE CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,898,766 [DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH] 
($1,898,766) (MARY ANN WALSH TOZER, 
COMMISSIONER OF MENTAL HEALTH)  
DL #2012-00221 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
MURPHY/LOW-HOGAN/GRANT/CORNELL 
 
ADDED SPONSORS SCHOENBERGER, HOOD, JR., CORNELL, GRANT, SOSKIN, EARL, 
LOW-HOGAN 

 
3B) REF. #9473 APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $1,500 TO JEWISH 

WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA-PFC. FREDERICK HECHT POST #425 
SPRING VALLEY, NEW YORK FOR PATRIOTIC 
OBSERVANCES IN 2012 (HONS. PHILIP SOSKIN, 
ILAN S. SCHOENBERGER, ALDEN H. WOLFE, 
LEGISLATURE) LG #3099 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
SOSKIN/EARL 
 
ADDED CO SPONSORS: HOOD, JR., CORNELL, GRANT, EARL 
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3C) REF. #9361 APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FROM THE U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FOR REIMBURSEMENT 
TO THE ROCKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT UNDER THE ORGANIZED CRIME 
DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCES OVERTIME 
AND AUTHORIZED EXPENSE/STRATEGIC 
INITIATIVE PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING ITS 
EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
[SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT] ($30,000) (LOUIS 
FALCO III, SHERIFF) DL #2012-00993 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
HOOD, JR./SOSKIN/GRANT 
 
ADDED SPONSORS SCHOENBERGER, HOOD, JR., CORNELL, GRANT, SOSKIN, EARL 
 

4. AUTHORIZATIONS:       NONE 
 

5. CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS:  
 

5A) REF. #9209 APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT AND EXTENSION 
OF AN AGREEMENT IN EXCESS OF $100,000 WITH 
CP/RP ROCKLAND ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
PARTNERSHIP TO INCREASE THE CONTRACT IN 
THE ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF $87,500 FOR A 
TOTAL CONTRACT SUM NOT TO EXCEED $575,000   
AND TO EXTEND THE TERM FOR THE PERIOD 
FROM JULY 2, 2008 THROUGH JULY 31, 2012 FOR 
THE LEASE OF SPACE FOR THE STORAGE OF 
VOTING MACHINES AND AUTHORIZING ITS 
EXECUTION AND ALL OTHER NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
[BOARD OF ELECTIONS] ($575,000) (ANN MARIE 
KELLY, LOUIS C. BABCOCK, COMMISSIONER OF 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS) DL #2012-00948 rev. 4/4/12 

 
(TRANSFERRED FROM MULTI SERVICES 4/10/12 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, 
PAUL, MORONEY, JOBSON) 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
SPARACO/HOOD, JR. 
 
ADDED SPONSORS SCHOENBERGER, CORNELL 
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5B) REF. #8372 APPROVING AN AMENDMENT AGREEMENT IN 

EXCESS OF $100,000 WITH NYACK HOSPITAL FOR 
PRENATAL CLINIC SERVICES AS PER 
SPECIFICATIONS IN RFP-RC-2010-024 FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF $1,400,000, FOR THE 
PERIOD FROM JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH 
DECEMBER 31, 2012, FOR A TOTAL CONTRACT 
SUM NOT TO EXCEED $2,957,404 AND 
AUTHORIZING ITS EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY 
EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH] 
($2,957,404) (DR. JOAN FACELLE, 
COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH DEPT.)  
DL #2012-00545 
 
(TRANSFERRED FROM MULTI SERVICES 4/10/12 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, 
PAUL, MORONEY, JOBSON) 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE       UNAN 
MURPHY/CORNELL/SOSKIN 
 
ADDED SPONSORS SCHOENBERGER, CORNELL, GRANT 
 

6. ALLOCATION/RECLASSIFICATION OF POSITIONS:  NONE  
   
7. BIDS:         NONE 

 
8. TRANSFER OF FUNDS/OTHERS:     NONE 

 
9. TAX ITEMS:        NONE 

 
10. PUBLIC HEARINGS:       NONE 
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11. LOCAL LAW/HOME RULE:       

 
11A) REF. #5574 REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE 

ASSEMBLY PASS BILL A.8669 AND THE NEW YORK 
STATE SENATE PASS BILL S.6561-AN ACT TO 
AMEND THE EXECUTIVE LAW IN RELATION TO 
AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW 
REQUIRING CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS CURRENTLY 
SERVING OR WHO SHALL BE SENTENCED TO A 
PERIOD OF PROBATION UPON CONVICTION OF 
ANY CRIME TO PAY THE LOCAL PROBATION 
DEPARTMENT WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
SUPERVISING THE PROBATIONER AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE FEE OF UP TO TWENTY 
DOLLARS PER MONTH (HON. EDWIN J. DAY, 
LEGISLATURE) LG #3094 

                                     NO MOTION/NO VOTE 
 
WILBUR ALDRIDGE, THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
(NAACP)DIRECTOR OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY-MID HUDSON REGION, SAID THAT ALL 66 BRANCHES IN 
THE STATE ARE AGAINST THE PROPOSED LOCAL LAW. WILBUR WENT ON TO SAY HOW THIS IS A HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUE. HE SAID THAT NO ONE CONTACTED THE HUMAN RIGHTS SPECIALIST TO SEE HOW THIS 
WILL BE VIEWED. CHAIR SCHOENBERGER WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONER 
RECEIVED THE AGENDA FOR THE MEETING THROUGH EMAIL.  
 
LATANYA WATKINS, LEGAL COUNSEL TO THE SPRING VALLEY BRANCH OF THE NAACP HAD CONCERNS 
ABOUT HOW THE LANGUAGE WAS PRESENTED IN THE PROPOSED LAW. FRANCIS PRATT, PRESIDENT OF 
THE NYACK BRANCH TO THE NAACP ASKED THOSE LEGISLATORS WHO SPONSORED THE REFERRAL TO 
GIVE HER THEIR LOGIC AS TO WHY. WILLIE TROTMAN, PRESIDENT OF THE SPRING VALLEY BRANCH OF 
THE NAACP WANTED TO KNOW WHAT HAPPENS IF THE PAROLEE CAN’T COME UP WITH THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE FEE; WHO DECIDES WHO PAYS AND WHO DOESN’T PAY. MR. TROTMAN SAID IF THE 
PAROLEE IS WORKING AREN’T THEY ALREADY PAYING TAXES ON THE SERVICE. GRANT VALENTINE ALSO 
VOICED HIS CONCERNS AND WAS ALSO OPPOSED TO THE REFERRAL. MR. VALENTINE SAID THAT 
GOVERNMENT AND THE COMMUNITY NEED TO WORK TOGETHER. 
 
KATHY TOWER-BERNSTEIN, DIRECTOR OF THE PROBATION DEPARTMENT SAID THAT PAROLEES WITH 
DWI CONVICTIONS HAVE BEEN PAYING SUPERVISION FEES SINCE 1992. NO ONE HAS EVER GONE TO 
JAIL FOR NOT PAYING THE FEES. MS. TOWER-BERNSTEIN SAID THE COUNTY HAS A COLLECTION RATE 
OF 54%, IF A PAROLEE CAN’T AFFORD TO PAY HE/SHE MAY APPLY FOR A WAIVER OF FEE. ONCE THE 
PAROLEE APPLIES FOR THE WAIVER THE SUPERVISOR OF THE PROBATION DEPARTMENT MAKES THE 
DECISION. IF THE PAROLEE IS NOT HAPPY WITH THE DECISION THEY CAN APPEAL IT AND THE 
INFORMATION WILL BE HANDED TO OVER TO THE DIRECTOR TO MAKE THE FINAL DECISION. 
 
LEGISLATOR EARL HAS STATED SEVERAL TIMES HOW UNCOMFORTABLE HE WAS WITH THE REFERRAL 
THAT WAS BEING PRESENTED TO THE COMMITTEE.  CHAIR SCHOENBERGER, CHAIRWOMAN CORNELL, 
AND LEGISLATORS: EARL, SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., PAUL, SPARACO, AND WIEDER ALL STATED THAT THE 
REFERRAL WAS PRESENTED TO THEM DIFFERENTLY TWO WEEKS AGO. AFTER HEARING FROM LEGAL 
COUNSEL (LATANYA WATKINS) FROM THE SPRING VALLEY BRANCH OF THE NAACP THEY ALL WERE 
OPPOSED TO SUPPORTING THE REFERRAL. LEGISLATOR SPARACO TALKED ABOUT A DOCUMENTARY 
THAT HE WATCHED A FEW MONTHS AGO REGARDING THE PRIVATIZATION OF PRISONERS. LEGISLATOR 
SPARACO WENT ON TO SAY THAT JUDGES WERE HANDING OUT HARSH SENTENCING BECAUSE THEY 
WERE TAKING KICKBACKS FROM THE PEOPLE THAT WERE RUNNING THE PRISONS. 
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ACTION 
LATONYA WATKINS, ON BEHALF OF NAACP TO SUBMIT COMMENTS AND CONCERNS IN WRITING TO 
LEGISLATURE. 
 
LEG. EARL MADE A MOTION FOR A COMMITTEE RESOLUTION TO REVERSE THE RESOLUTION AND OPPOSE 
THE PENDING STATE LEGISLATION. 
COUNSEL TO DRAFT THE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE      8 AYES 
EARL/HOOD, JR.,SOSKIN,LOW-HOGAN,SPARACO  1 NAY (GRANT) 

 
12. PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSION:     NONE 

 
13. MISCELLANEOUS:   

 
13A) REF. #4065 ESTABLISHING AND CREATING A JOINT  

LEGISLATIVE/EXECUTIVE TASK FORCE ON 
FISCAL IMPROVEMENT (HON. ALDEN H. WOLFE,  
LEGISLATURE) LG #3074 
                                     Pulled from 3/27/12 

ACTION: 
PULLED 
   

14. RECEIVE & FILE:       NONE 
 

15. CORRESPONDENCE – REVIEW AND DISCUSSION:  NONE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 9:25 P.M.       UNAN 
MURPHY/SPARACO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Rockland County Legislature is committed to full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  To that end, 
the Legislature is committed to creating an accessible environment for all.  To request accommodations that you may 
require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845-638-5248 (845-708-7899 for TTY/TDD).  Please request these 
accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs.” 
B&FMINUTES4/10/12 
CJ 
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