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MEMBERS PRESENT:   MEMBERS ABSENT:   OTHERS PRESENT: 
LEG. P. SOSKIN, CHAIR   LEG. J. MORONEY   E. YEGER, ESQ. 
LEG. T. EARL, VICE-CHAIR       B. ATKINS 
LEG. A. PAUL, 2ND VICE-CHAIR       LEG. I. SCHOENBERGER 
LEG. A. WIEDER        LEG. C. CAREY 
LEG. D. JOBSON        LEG. J. MURPHY 
LEG. B. KANTROWITZ        S. POWERS 
          M. WALSH-TOZER 
          P. BRENNAN 
 
CHAIR SOSKIN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:02 PM  
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 25, 2014 MEETING. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT: 
PAUL/KANTROWITZ          UNAN 
 
1. REF. # 7844  APPROVING THE EXTENSION OF AND AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT  
   IN EXCESS OF $100,000 WITH MICHELE KATZ, PH.D. FOR FORENSIC 
   PSYCHOLOGIST CONSULTING SERVICES ON AN AS NEEDED BASIS BY 
   INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF THE AGREEMENT BY $75,000 AND 
   EXTENDING THE TERM OF THE AGREEMENT FROM APRIL 1, 2014  
   THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015 WITH ONE (1) REMAINING ONE (1) YEAR OPTION 
   FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $222,500 FOR THE PERIOD FROM 
   APRIL 1, 2011 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015 FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF  
   MENTAL HEALTH UNDER REP-RC-2010-031 AND AUTHORIZING ITS  
   EXECUTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL  
   SERVICES – DIVISION OF PURCHASING] ($222,500) 
   (GERRY WALSH COMMISSIONER OF DGS-PURCHASING) 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, WIEDER, JOBSON, KANTROWITZ 
          TRANSFERRED TO B. &. F 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 
SOSKIN/WIEDER          UNAN 
 
Chair Soskin thanked the Commissioner of Mental Health Mary Waltsh-Tozer for attending this meeting.  
 
Commissioner of Mental Health Waltsh-Tozer explained that Dr. Michele Katz is one of two psychologists that the County 
contracted with who provides evaluations for the courts and for those who require such services. Dr. Katz generally 
performs these evaluations in the course of a year; approximately 30 evaluations a year. Some cases may involve the 
evaluation of an entire family, and adding to that about 20 to 25-competency evaluation cases for the courts. 
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Chair Soskin asked Dr. Katz if there has been an increase in cases. She replied that there have been increases in the number 
of evaluations, including requests for pre-sentencing by some of the courts. We are looking at ways to enhance our 
specialty ability for individuals as well as the number of hours we have available. 
Chair Soskin concluded by saying that the Legislature is agreeing with increasing their disbursements, but also added that 
in the long run this may save the budget over time cost. 
 
2. REF. #6760  APPROVING AN AGREEMENT IN EXCESS OF $100,000 WITH THE ROCKLAND 
   COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $110,000 FOR THE 
   PERIOD FROM JANUARY 1, 2014 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2014  
   [DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE] ($110,000) 
   (STEPHEN DEGROAT COMMISSIONER OF BUDGET AND FINANCE) 
 

ADDED SPONSOR: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, WIEDER, JOBSON,  
          TRANSFERRED TO B. &. F 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 
SOSKIN/ KANTROWITZ         UNAN 
 
Leg. Paul asked that someone please give her some clarification about this resolution. 
Ms. Elena Yeger, Legal Counsel, explained that the Public Defender’s office receives the entire intake in many different 
cases that represents people who are financially eligible. There are occasions, in which the public defenders have to recluse 
themselves, because they represented the victim they or have acted as co-defendant. Unfortunately a public defender can 
only be assigned one client otherwise it will present a conflict. In those cases the Rockland County Bar Association 
coordinates the Assigned Counsel plan 18-B that is also called 18-B Assignment. 
Chair Soskin asked what was the fee paid last year by the County to the Rockland County Bar Association for coordination 
of the Assigned Counsel Plan 18-B? 
Mr. Powers, Director of Public Policy, said he didn’t have this information on hand at this time. 
 
3. REF. #5231  REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY PASS BILL A.8770 
   AND THE NEW YORK SENATE PASS BILL S.6620- THE VOTER INTIMIDATION 
   PROTECTION ACT 
   (HONS. SCHOENBERGER, WIEDER, KANTROWITZ AND SPARACO 
   LEGISLATURE) 
 
ADDED CO-SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 
SOSKIN/WIEDER, PAUL, JOBSON, EARL, KANTROWITZ     UNAN 
 
Leg. Schoenberger stated that this is a bill that has been already introduced in the State level. It recognized that in certain 
instances people could make allegations at the polls if someone is not a registered voter. That person will have the right to 
prove that in fact they are a registered voter. 
Chair Soskin said this is a great resolution. 
Leg. Wieder also commented on this by saying that being able to vote is a basic right and the foundation of our democracy 
in society. We need to make sure that this process is pure There is no amount of good legislation that can’t get enacted to 
secure that, and that needs to be addressed. Leg Wieder complimented Leg. Schoenberger for taking the lead on this 
initiative. 
Leg. Jobson questioned, when you go to a polling place now is it required that you have any form of identification? Leg. 
Schoenberger answered by going over the actual process used at the polls during election time. He also added as long as 
somebody complies with the law they shouldn’t be harassed or intimated. 
Mr. Yvon Louis, from the public who attended the meeting stated that he is an activist resident of the Village of New 
Hempstead and has been a Poll Inspector for many years. In that capacity he explained his own experience during voting 
time and supports this resolution. Indeed anyone seeking to exercise his or her constitutionally right should not be a victim 
of harassment or intimidation. 
 
4. REF. #9364  REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY PASS BILL A.1328 
   AND THE NEW YORK STATE SENATE PASS BILL S.1781- THE NEW YORK 
   STATE SCHOOL TAXPAYERS’ PROTECTION ACT 
   (HON. BARRY S. KANTROWITZ LEGISLATURE) 
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ADDED CO-SPONSORS: EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, AND SCHOENBERGER 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE:       PASSED              4 AYES 
KANTROWITZ/PAUL          2 NAYES 
 
4 AYES:  LEGS. EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, KANTROWITZ 
2 NAYES:  LEGS. SOSKIN, WIEDER 
 
Leg. Kantrowitz gave an overview by saying that this is a bill that is pending in the Assembly and the Senate. This bill 
actually created a new position under the Education Law of the State Inspector General for Education. This bill will aim to 
oversee the fiscal dealing of school districts. He referred to East Ramapo School District, as there have been people that 
have come before the Legislature asking for greater oversight and review of governance for such situation. 
Leg. Wieder said that any action taken resulting in making sure that taxpayer’s money is spent properly is good. Currently 
the State Comptroller’s office and the Attorney General’s office have investigating authority to investigate any local 
municipalities. He said that he is afraid that this particular law will create more governance. He voted yes on the intention, 
but no on the merit. 
Leg. Schoenberger said he supported this resolution.   
  
5. REF. #9359  REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY PASS BILL A.8198 AND 
   THE NEW YORK STATE PASS BILL S.6204 TO CONSOLIDATE ALL PRIMARY  
   ELECTIONS ON THE FOURTH TUESDAY OF JUNE BEFORE EVERY GENERAL  
   ELECTION 
   (HON. ILAN S. SCHOENBERGER HON. ALDEN H. WOLFE LEGISLATURE) 
 
ADDED CO-SPONSORS: SOSKIN, EARL, PAUL, WIEDER, JOBSON, KANTROWITZ 
 
MOTION APPROVE: 
SOSKIN/JOBSON          UNAN 
 
Leg. Schoenberger stated that this resolution could be in effect not prior to June, because petitions have been gathered 
since March 4th for the coming primary elections. Nevertheless we still think this resolution should be considered where 
consolidating the primaries to one primary instead of the June primary Congressional and the September primary for 
others. We would actually save taxpayers of Rockland County $400,000. just by itself. He was urging the Legislature to 
pass this bill even though it is a little late for this year  
Chair Soskin stated we do want to save money. 
  
6. REF. #2973  DISCUSSION ITEM: CONTINUATION OF DISCUSSION UPDATE FROM ROCKLAND 
   COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH CONCERNING TRANSFER OF 
   SERVICES AND REMAINING DUTIES. 
   (HON. PHILIP SOSKIN LEGISLATURE) 
 
DISCUSSED: 
Chair Soskin proceeded by continuing the review and discussion regarding the County Department of Mental Health. He 
had asked Mr. Powers, Director of Public Policy, and Commissioner of Mental Health Walsh-Tozer to submit a written 
outline of what is going to be left after the closure of the emergency unit. 
Commissioner Walsh-Tozer stated that 57 counties in the State of New York are mandated to have a Department of Mental 
Health. This is an overseeing function and only some of the counties in the State of New York actually provide direct 
services. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Lesly Senatus, Committee Clerk  
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 7:20 PM 
PAUL/KANTROWITZ          UNAN 
 
The Rockland County Legislature is committed to full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  To that end, the Legislature is committed to 
creating an accessible environment for all.  To request accommodations that you may require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845-638-5248 (845-708-
7899 for TTY/TDD).  Please request these accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs.” 
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