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 The Legislature of Rockland County 
 

PHILIP SOSKIN 
LEGISLATOR - DISTRICT 7 
CHAIR, MULTI-SERVICES COMMITTEE     

      
    MINUTES 

MULTI-SERVICES COMMITTEE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2012 

     6:00 P.M. 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                       MEMBERS ABSENT:          OTHERS PRESENT: 
LEG. P. SOSKIN, CHAIR                     LEG. D. JOBSON                    LEG. A. WIEDER       LEG. H. CORNELL   
LEG. J. HOOD, JR., VICE-CHAIR                                                        LEG. M. GRANT        LEG. J. MURPHY 
LEG. T. EARL, 2nd VICE-CHAIR                                                          E. YEGER, ESQ.         LEG. I. SCHOENBERGER 
LEG. A. PAUL                                                  HON. R. BRACCO     LEG. N. LOW-HOGAN 
LEG. J. MEYERS                                                                                    P. BRENNAN              N. DOLINER 
LEG. P. MORONEY                                                                               M. WALSH-TOZER   B. ATKINS 
                                                                                                                 K. HENRY                   A. PAUL  
                                                                                                                 K. SINCERBOX          K. MCCARTIN 
                                                                                                                 M. HOOK                     A. BYRNE 
                                                                                                                 MEDIA 
 
CHAIR SOSKIN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:15 PM 
 
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 11/27/12 MEETING 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT:                    
PAUL/HOOD, JR.                                                      UNAN 
 
1.  REF. #6248 - APPOINTMENT OF KRISTEN ZEBROWSKI STAVISKY AS ROCKLAND COUNTY 

COMMISSIONER OF ELECTIONS 
   (H. CORNELL, LEGISLATOR, COUNTY LEGISLATURE)  

 
ADDED CO-SPONSORS: SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY, WIEDER 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                                                     PASSED 
SOSKIN/PAUL, EARL                                      PASSED: 5 AYES/1 NAY         
 
AYES:  LEGS. SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, PAUL, MORONEY 
NAYS:  LEG. MEYERS 
 
Leg. Chairwoman Cornell stated that she was honored to sponsor the appointment of Kristen Stavisky.  She has known her 
and her family a long time, but this is mostly about who she is and the kind of excellence she will bring to the post.  The 
commissioner has to manage a sizeable staff and be someone who can be considerate to the staff and voters that need 
assistance.  It is a partisan position, but it is important that commissioners are fair and equitable.  Kristen is that kind of 
person, someone who gets the best out of people, regardless of their party.  Kristen Stavisky will encourage registration to 
vote, help residents to understand the importance of voting, and work towards the training of poll workers.  Leg. Paul 
stated that she has known K. Stavisky many years and that she is a really hard working, caring person, who has the ability 
to work with both parties. Leg. Meyers stated that he had no qualms about her competence in the position, but he 
expressed concerns about the selection process and that it might be a conflict of interest.  He said, though it is a partisan 
position, with one democrat and one republican commissioner, there should still be a division between the party apparatus  
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and the person they appoint. Leg. Wieder stated that he concurred with everything said by Leg. Chairwoman Cornell and 
asked to be a co-sponsor.  Leg. Earl said amen to the sentiments expressed by Leg. Chairwoman Cornell and welcomed K. 
Stavisky aboard, adding that he knew she would do well in the position.   Leg. Hood, Jr. stated that he understands conflict 
of interest as an attorney, but didn’t see that as an issue with being the commissioner of elections and a party chairman.  
During a primary, a chair can’t take sides, and he said he had complete faith in K. Stavisky’s ability to be impartial.  He 
said that if conflict of interest were an obvious problem, then the state would have given a rule against it.  He wished K. 
Stavisky the best and said he thought she would do great at both jobs.  Leg. Moroney stated that the same situation 
occurred in the Republican Party a few years ago and he didn’t vote for the chair at the time.  He wished K. Stavisky well 
and said he would abstain.  Legal counsel advised that he could not abstain, nor leave the room, which would count as a 
no vote. Leg. Moroney stated that if he couldn’t abstain, then he would vote yes.  Leg. Chairwoman Cornell stated that she 
had been the Rockland County Democratic Committee Chairwoman for six years, and in meetings with chairs of other 
counties in the state, many chairs were also the commissioners of elections, so it was not prohibited.  It works in many 
places, with a bipartisan format, so it is not a conflict.  Chair Soskin said that we are not here to talk about the selection 
process.  We have a resolution before us and we either authorize it or not. The Rockland County Democratic Committee 
already decided and submitted their selection to us.  He wished K. Stavisky well and said that he was happy to work with 
her and knew she would be impartial. Trustee R. Bracco, Village of Airmont, said that he didn’t think there was anything 
wrong with the appointment, but had a problem with the process, because the meeting was held at 5:30 P.M., which was 
too early for some to make. K. McCartin said she was at the meeting referenced, and there were numerous people present 
and proxies given, and K. Stavisky was duly voted into the position. Chair Soskin said that the resolution is based on the 
recommendation of the party committee and that committeemen are volunteers, who do their best for the committee. 
  
2.  REF. #9364 - REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY PASS BILL A. 10816 – AN ACT 

TO AMEND THE EDUCATION LAW IN RELATION TO PERMITTING APPORTIONMENT OF 
STATE AID WHERE A SCHOOL WAS NOT IN SESSION DUE TO EXTRAORDINARY 
WEATHER CONDITIONS, DISASTERS OR EMERGENCIES DURING THE 2012-2013 
SCHOOL YEAR  

                                (J. MURPHY, LEGISLATOR, COUNTY LEGISLATURE)  
 
ADDED CO-SPONSORS: SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, PAUL, MEYERS, JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                 
SOSKIN/MEYERS                                                                UNAN 

 
Anne Byrne, National School Boards Association Secretary Treasurer, stated that when the northern part of the state had 
bad flooding, the state passed a law so that the schools would not be penalized.  Due to Hurricane Sandy, the Nanuet 
School District lost five days, and some districts lost up to seven days.  This bill is asking the state to acknowledge that 
the districts had no control over Sandy.  The districts would like to make up all the missed days, but they haven’t even 
gotten to potential snow days, so they need to ensure no penalization for not being open the mandated 180 days.  Leg. 
Murphy spoke about the Byrne family being major contributors to Rockland County, as Anne Byrne rose from Nanuet 
School Board President to a position on the national level and Pat Byrne was in charge of restoring communications at the 
NY Telephone/Verizon headquarters on 9/11. 
 
3.  REF. #8378 - APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF CONTINUATION GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $90,429 

(NCTD) FROM THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FOR THE 
CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING PREVENTION PROGRAM WITH A COST-OF-LIVING 
ADJUSTMENT (COLA) THAT IS ESTIMATED TO BE NO MORE THAN 10% OR $9,042, 
MAKING TOTAL GRANT AWARD $99,471 (NCTD) FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2012 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2013 AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF NECESSSARY 
GRANT DOCUMENTS BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH] 
($99,471) 

   (DR. J. FACELLE, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH) 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
SOSKIN/PAUL, EARL                                                                                                       UNAN 
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4.  REF. #9340 - ACCEPTANCE OF A CONTINUATION GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $175,000 (NCTD) 

WHICH MAY BE FOLLOWED BY A COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT (COLA) AWARD 
ESTIMATED TO BE NO MORE THAN 10% OR $17,500 (NCTD), MAKING TOTAL GRANT 
AWARD $192,500 (NCTD) FROM THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FOR 
THE HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS PROGRAM FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2012 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2013 AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE NECESSSARY 
GRANT DOCUMENTS BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE [HEALTH DEPARTMENT] ($192,500) 

   (DR. J. FACELLE, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH) 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
SOSKIN/HOOD, JR., PAUL, EARL                                                                                               UNAN 
 
5.  REF. #9473- AMENDING THE 2012 BUDGET BY APPROVING A “ONE-TIME” ONLY ALLOCATION IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $17,233 [NCTD] FROM THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF 
ALCOHOLISM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE 
ROCKLAND COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND OTHER DRUG DEPENDENCE, INC. FOR 
EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE, FIXTURES AND COMPUTER SOFTWARE AND AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS INCLUDING 
THE APPLICABLE CONTRACT AMENDMENT [DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH] 
($17,233) 

   (M. WALSH TOZER, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH) 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
SOSKIN/EARL                                                                                                                            UNAN 
 
6.  REF. #9473- AMENDING THE 2012 BUDGET BY APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF ADDITIONAL FUNDS 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $64,415 [NCTD] FROM THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF MENTAL 
HEALTH TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF ROCKLAND 
COUNTY, INC., LOEB HOUSE, ST. DOMINIC’S HOME AND ROCKLAND HOSPITAL GUILD 
AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS INCLUDING THE APPLICABLE CONTRACT AMENDMENTS [DEPARTMENT 
OF MENTAL HEALTH] ($64,415) 

   (M. WALSH TOZER, COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH) 
 
ADDED SPONSORS: SOSKIN, HOOD, JR., EARL, PAUL, JOBSON, MORONEY 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:                        TRANSFERRED TO B & F 
SOSKIN/MORONEY                                                                                                                   UNAN 
 
 
 
Chair Soskin asked for a moment of silence in memory of those killed in Pearl Harbor. 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: (7:00 PM) 
HOOD, JR./MORONEY                                UNAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “The Rockland County Legislature is committed to full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  To that end, the Legislature is committed 
to creating an accessible environment for all.  To request accommodations that you may require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845-638-5248 (845-708-
7899 for TTY/TDD).  Please request these accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs.” 
 
MS 12.11.12MIN/PS 


