
 The Legislature of Rockland County 

 
MICHAEL M. GRANT 
Majority Leader 
Legislator – District 2 

         
Chair, Economic Development Committee 
 
 
Members Present:  Members Absent:  Others Present: 
Leg. M. Grant, Chair  Leg. I. Schoenberger  Leg. C. Carey N. Doliner 
Leg. Chairwoman Cornell      A. Pinzow T. Vanderbeek 
Leg. A. Paul, Vice Chair      D. Skriloff C. Wood 
Leg. E. Day       A. Samuels S. Mathews 
Leg. A. Wieder       R. Levine P. Gergin 
Leg. D. Jobson, Late      S. Lowry R. McKay 
        B. Siethoff 
 
 

MINUTES 
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5:15 PM 

 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES- MEETING OF AUGUST 24, 2011 
MOTION TO ADOPT:        UNAN 
DAY/CORNELL          
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES- MEETING OF FEBRUARY 1, 2012 
MOTION TO ADOPT:        UNAN 
PAUL/WIEDER           
 
1. REF. #8055 - URGING THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE TO PASS A.8868-A AND S.6079-A,  

AN ACT TO AMEND THE TAX LAW TO EXEMPT PUBLIC LIBRARIES FROM THE  
IMPOSITION OF THE METROPOLITAN COMMUTER TRANSPORTATION MOBILITY  
TAX 

   (LEG. HARRIET D. CORNELL, LEGISLATURE) 
 
ADDED CO-SPONSORS: GRANT, JOBSON, WIEDER, PAUL, DAY 
 
Chairwoman Cornell said that libraries should be exempt from the payroll tax, as the payroll tax was recently 
reduced or eliminated for some nonprofits. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:       UNAN 
CORNELL/DAY           
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2. REF. #9363 - DISCUSSION ITEM: UPDATE ON GOVERNOR’S REGIONAL ECONOMIC  

DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS 
  (LEG. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE) 

 
Al Samuels offered the following presentation to the committee: 
 
The Economic Development Councils are a new opportunity for economic development. Rockland County did 
not do well in the first round of funding, and was given the least amount of money in the region, with no money 
going toward private businesses. Moving forward, local officials and businesses should be more involved and 
aware of requirements to get more funds. 
 
The Council reviews many criteria, including the daily newspaper to see how business is covered, as well as the 
county website. The Council said Rockland is suited for biotech, but needs to work on other industries. 
 
Towns in Rockland County need to develop Economic Development offices. The county also needs to work on 
keeping jobs and businesses, but Xerox and others are leaving. The Tappan Zee Bridge is an issue that can help 
grow businesses. 
 
Proposed projects require supplemental funding, and the state won’t fund a project entirely as one Rockland 
application asked for. Local governments need to put in a local share. 
 
Dr. Cliff Wood offered the following presentation to the committee: 
 
There need to be more public-private partnerships and projects that will show job creation, and the legislature 
should be more involved in those. There also needs to be more collaboration between towns and governments in 
order for there to be success with economic development. A mechanism should be in place for people to propose 
new ideas, and there are already efforts to join community colleges and industries, particularly to work on the 
Pfizer campus. 
 
For the new round of economic funding, there will be workshops that will advise applicants to help them 
develop projects that will be funded by the state. 
 
Legislator Grant said the committee and the legislature are interested in supporting economic development 
initiatives and will also work to bring everyone together to do so. 
 
ACTION: ALL TOWN SUPERVISORS AND VILLAGE MAYORS SHOULD BE NOTIFIED OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT MEETINGS. 
 

DISCUSSED 
 
3. REF. #8055 - DISCUSSION ITEM: UPDATE ON THE STUDY ON THE WITHDRAWAL FROM THE  
   MTA TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 
   (LEG. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE) 
 
Commissioner Vanderbeek introduced Brian Ten Siethoff, of Cambridge Sytematics, who offered a presentation 
to the committee. 
 
Mr. Siethoff began by saying that a review of 2010 data shows that there is a value gap of $41.93 million, and 
62 cents on the dollar are being used for services. This study includes all MTA-financed road upgrades as a 
service to Rockland. 
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Legislator Day stated that this study should not include certain figures for expenses as a benefit to Rockland, 
such as upgrades on bridges and tunnels as well as New York City system improvements. 
 
Mr. Siethoff said that a calculation was made as to what Rockland’s share was, and as the total expenditures for 
those upgrades was several billion dollars, a small percentage assigned to Rockland can seem large in terms of 
dollars. 
 
Legislator Day pointed out that most counties are breaking even in terms of their service gap, but Orange and 
Rockland have the largest gaps. 
 
Mr. Siethoff explained several possible withdrawal scenarios. Withdrawal would require state approval. 
Withdrawal would result in Rockland losing MTA-related funding and Rockland would need to repay 
Commuter Rail Revenue bonds immediately, which is $5 - $300 million. Withdrawal would result in a $23.15 
million value gap, which is smaller than the current gap. 
 
Legislator Carey suggested that MTA taxes be reassessed every few years to address the value gap and keep all 
governments at parity. 
 
Mr. Siethoff said there are methods to reduce the value gap but they require a change in state law. There are 
smaller things that the county can do in the areas of funding and improvements. 
 
Commissioner Vanderbeek noted the value gap is growing. Withdrawing from the MTA is something to pursue, 
but it should be done with Orange County. The county will work on ideas for a public transportation plan to see 
if withdrawal would be practical. 
 
Legislator Day said he would support Legislator Carey’s proposal but the state would likely reject it even 
though it makes sense. Rockland should withdraw from the MTA and develop a plan to do so presently. 
 
Legislator Grant said there is a need to continue to pursue options of withdrawal and the county will do so. 
 

DISCUSSED 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 6:55 PM     UNAN 
PAUL/WIEDER 
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