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Chair, Economic Development Committee

Members Present: Members Absent: Others Present:

Leg. M. Grant, Chair Leg. E. Day S. Mathews N. Doliner
Leg. Chairwoman Cornell Leg. A. Wieder C. Nowicki L. Cranston
Leg. A. Paul, Vice Chair S. Porath R. Struck
Leg. I. Schoenberger E. Yeger

Leg. D. Jobson, Late

MINUTES
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2012

5:15PM
ROLL CALL
ADOPTION OF MINUTES- MEETING OF FEBRUARY 29, 2012
MOTION TO ADOPT: UNAN
JOBSON/CORNELL
1. REF. #5128 -  CONFIRMING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF TIMOTHY RILEY, SUFFERN, NEW YORK,

TO THE ROCKLAND COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
(C. SCOTT VANDERHOEF, COUNTY EXECUTIVE)

ADDED SPONSORS: GRANT, SCHOENBERGER, CORNELL, JOBSON, PAUL

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNAN
SCHOENBERGER/PAUL
2. REF. #5128 -  CONFIRMING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF CATHERINE M. NOWICKI, NANUET, NEW

YORK, TO THE ROCKLAND COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
(C. SCOTT VANDERHOEF, COUNTY EXECUTIVE)

ADDED SPONSORS: GRANT, SCHOENBERGER, CORNELL, JOBSON, PAUL

Chair Leg. Grant recognized Ms. Nowicki, who was present at the meeting. Ms. Nowicki thanked the committee
for its support. Chair Cornell thanked Ms. Nowicki for her service, as did Leg. Schoenberger, Leg. Paul, and
Leg. Jobson.

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNAN
CORNELL/PAUL
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3. REF. #9458 - DISCUSSION ITEM: APPOINTMENT OF MICHAEL J. DITULLO, PRESIDENT AND CEO,
REDC AND STEVEN PORATH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ROCKLAND COUNTY IDA
(LEG. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE)

Steve Porath stated that the IDA’s restructuring splits the IDA and the REDC, with the REDC focusing more on
outreach for business opportunities, and the IDA would operate to create agreements with businesses. The IDA
will increase outreach to towns and school districts so that they understand the work of the group.

Chair Grant said that the IDA can take advantage of county resources to further their goals. Chair Cornell asked
if the IDA has a role with the regional councils. Mr. Porath replied that there was no formal role, but there is an
informal partnership to encourage business growth.

DISCUSSED

4. REF. #9458 -  DISCUSSION ITEM: ROCKLAND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP. FILING OF
FINANCIAL REPORTS {STATE AUTHORITIES BUDGET OFFICE CENSURE}
(LEG. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE)

Chair Grant stated that the REDC had been deficient in regard to their financial filings with New York State.
Former Director Ron Hicks said they were not a formal public authority and were therefore not required to
provide those filings. The committee has requested an update on these filings.

Mr. Porath said that the matter is a complex one that has required the hiring of consultants to ensure compliance,
and they are working on that.

Chair Cornell noted that Ron Hicks did pledge to work on this issue even though he has left his position.

Leg. Schoenberger said that the REDC can request the legislature propose home rule legislation exempting the
REDC from filing because it is not a formal authority. In this way, the REDC can be formally recognized as not
being a public authority.

DISCUSSED

5. REF. #9458 - PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION ITEM: DART AND EDR - MR. RICHARD STRUCK,
DIRECTOR ECONOMIC EVELOPMENT FOR O & R
(LEG. MICHAEL M. GRANT, LEGISLATURE)

Chair Grant introduced Rick Struck of Orange and Rockland to discuss economic development initiatives run by
O & R. He noted for full disclosure that both he and Legislator Jobson were Orange & Rockland employees.

Rick Struck stated that Orange & Rockland has records of buildings not in use that are shared with brokers and
businesses to inform them about available facilities. O & R works with local municipalities and officials as well.

O & R has the “Power to Grow” initiative, which began by offering a 10% discount on delivery rates to new
businesses, and then worked to get state approval to increase that to 20%. O & R also encourages green
programs, including “Lighten Up,” for businesses using over 100 kwh, which helps offset the costs of energy
upgrades. A prescriptive rebate program covers up to 50% of the upgrade costs. Orange & Rockland also
highlights the services of energy suppliers, which can lower the cost of energy supply to businesses.

Orange & Rockland also manages the Datacenter Action Resource Team program — DART — which helps
datacenters locate to the best possible sites that can handle their data energy demands.
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O & R meets with the REDC every week to promote economic development initiatives and expand the work
they do.

Chair Grant thanked Mr. Struck for his presentation.
Chair Grant noted that Legislator Paul had a previous engagement and had to be excused.

Chair Cornell noted that some legislators were unaware of the programs O & R and Tomorrow’s Workplace ran,
and encouraged meetings with legislators to bring attention to those programs.

Chair Grant noted that datacenters do need special sites. Mr. Struck added that the centers need more power than
other businesses, and therefore have sensitive requirements that the DART program can assist with. O & R is
looking at different areas in Rockland that can be ideal sites for data centers.

Chair Cornell asked if O & R knew how many people worked at the data centers.

Mr. Struck said there can be 100-150 employees, but in some companies there are roughly 30.

DISCUSSED

MOTION TO ADJOURN: 6:15 PM UNAN
SCHOENBERGER/CORNELL

“The Rockland County Legislature is committed to full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. To that end, the Legislature is committed to
creating an accessible environment for all. To request accommodations that you may require, please call Damaris Alvarez at 845-638-5248 (845-708-
7899 for TTY/TDD). Please request these accommodations three (3) days in advance so that we can seek to meet your needs.”
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